
SEAL OF APPROVAL
THE BUZZ

Keeping you updated on Horsham Football Club

Our new COVID secure measures, put in
place to keep supporters and officials safe
while watching our home games, have
been met with a resoundingly positive
reception.
  Feedback from supporters of both the
Hornets and other visiting clubs, and even
match officials, has been overwhelmingly
positive since we reopened The Camping
World Community Stadium.
   Extensive work has been done around
the ground to bring us up to the very
highest standards for supporters’ health
and wellbeing, while also providing a
matchday experience people can enjoy just
as much as they did last season.
   An opposition fan who visited during pre-
season said: “I had the fortunate
experience of visiting your ground today.
   “I just wanted to say what a great set-up
it is, the staff were fantastic, and it was an
excellent day out.”
   Meanwhile, some of the match officials
who officiated our pre-season games also
got in touch.
  Wishing to stay anonymous, one said: “I
thought you were a cut above any other
clubs I visited during pre-season and I
imagine that a lot of clubs will look to
follow your lead. Everything ran perfectly in
my point of view.
   Another agreed, saying: “The procedures
put in place were some of the best I had
witnessed in pre-season.
  "Temperature checks and bag disinfecting
being the first thing upon arrival set the
tone. It showed you’ve clearly taken the
guidelines very seriously and it made me
feel very comfortable from the very start."
   Measures have included placing extra
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hand sanitising stations around the
ground, implementing a two-lane system
around the pitch perimeter with
supporters asked to keep left when moving
around the stadium, and also having a
one-way queuing system inside the bar
with social distancing measures such as
two-metre markings and plastic screens
laid out inside.
   Speaking during our pre-season game at
home to Harrow Borough, some Horsham
fans also shared their thoughts.
   Bryn and Pete said: “The experience has
been really good, the rules they’ve got in
the clubhouse makes it nice and easy to get 

a pint, and everybody appears to be
behaving themselves.”
   Mandy said: “It’s great to be back. It has
been really well organised, they’re giving
us really clear instructions and there’s a
good one-way system in place.
  "I really recommend people coming along
because the club have done a good job.”
   Meanwhile, Barry, who was joined by his
son Freddie at the game, said: “It’s all been
made very clear, with the tannoy
announcements, and everything’s been
marked out.
  “I’m thoroughly enjoying being back and
watching live football again.”



First team manager Dom Di Paola and first
team coach Jimmy Punter have signed their
first contracts at Horsham FC, committing
their futures to the club.
  Now starting his sixth full season at the
club, a period which has seen two
promotions already, this is the first time
Dom has accepted a contract which the club
has offered him.
  Meanwhile Jimmy, who was part of the
coaching team that helped us conquer the
Isthmian South East play-offs in 2019, in his
first year at the club, has also accepted a
contract of his own.
  Dom said: “I’m really grateful for the club
to show some commitment towards us. We

have been together five years and it’s a nice
gesture. It's really much appreciated.
  "I love the club, I’m really happy here and
it’s an enjoyable place to be.”
  Jimmy said: “It’s a good indication from
the club that they want us here. I came
here two years ago as just someone to give
a helping hand and it’s nice that Dom has
put the trust in me to do a bit more of the
coaching this season.
   “I’m really happy to have the opportunity
to be here at such a young age, I’m just
loving the experience at the moment and
hopefully we can kick on this season.”
  A spokesperson from the board said:
“Dom and his coaching team have achieved
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so much since they took over the reins in
2015 and everyone at the club is delighted
at the progress made since then.
 "We are looking to maintain the
momentum both on and off the field and
Dom has worked hard to strengthen the
squad over the months since the last
campaign came to a premature end.
   "Those of us who have been able to see
them in action in pre-season cannot fail to
be impressed and excited. The fact that
Dom and Jimmy have committed gives
Horsham Football Club certainty that we
will have top quality leadership for the
whole of the 2020/21 campaign.”

THE FUTURE IS YELLOW

NEW HOME SHIRT NOW ON SALE
We have launched our brand new home
kit for the 2020/21 season.
 Carrying our recognisable  amber and
green colours, the shirt features a design
inspired by our away kit, with sleek green
collar and sleeve trims. A watermark of our
club crest is also subtly woven into the
fabric to make a suitably eye-catching
design.
  Lines & James once again adorn the front
of the shirt, having renewed their sponsor-

ship for a ninth successive season, making
them our longest-serving current sponsors.
While the logo of premier club sponsors,
Camping World, features on the back of the
shirt, above the player numbers.
  Designed by Premier Sports, the shirt is
created using a process called sublimation,
with the club crest printed into the design,
rather than the traditional sewn-on style.
  Visit www.horshamfcshop.co.uk to buy our
new home shirt today!



PRE-SEASON ROUND-UP
to gift Borough an equaliser.
  Rob O’Toole put us back in
front before the break but it
looked as if honours would end
even when Harrow levelled
things up again, five minutes
from time.
  However, one final attack at
the death resulted in Sparks
getting his second of the game
to give us the win.
 That was the first of three
home games in a week, with
first Dartford, and then Dorking
Wanderers coming to town,
and although we competed
well against two of last season’s
top-ranking National League
South sides, we came out on
the losing side in both.
  O’Toole notched his third goal
of pre-season to give us a
deserved half-time lead against 

Dorking as we were second
best in a goalless first half but
enjoyed the better of the
second, only to fall to the only
goal of the game with twenty
minutes to go, scored by Jake
Gallagher.

The Hornets finished their
2020 pre-season campaign
with some mixed results.
  Poor finishing by both sides
dogged our midweek match at
South Park until Will Miles
powered home a last-minute
header to take victory.
 But there was rather more
entertainment on show as we
welcomed fans back to the
Camping World Community
Stadium, for the first time since
March, for the visit of Harrow
Borough.
  The deadlock was broken
after just six minutes when
Harvey Sparks sent a clearance
back over the goalkeeper’s
head from 40 yards, but the
main talking point came when
our trialist keeper inadvertently
threw the ball into his own net 

the Darts but ten second-half
changes made the difference as
the visitors ran in three
unanswered goals to take the
spoils.
  It was another proverbial
game of two halves against 
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HORNETS ENDURE TOUGH START
TO 2020/21 LEAGUE CAMPAIGN

back in action hosting much-fancied
divisional rivals Kingstonian in the FA Cup
1st qualifying round.
   The K’s pulled off one of the shocks of last
year’s competition thrashing then-League
Two side Macclesfield Town 4-0 in the first
round proper.
  But the Hornets were determined not to
let Hayden Bird’s side go as far this time.
   New signing Eddie Dsane  had a dream
home debut, giving the Hornets the lead
with a tidy finish from a tight angle. Dsane
then grabbed his brace, converting from
the spot after O’Toole was brought down
inside the area.
  Horsham were dealt a set-back when
Harvey Sparks was shown two yellow cards
within as many minutes early in the second

who collected 25 yards out, before
adjusting his body to rifle in a wonder
strike on his first touch that goalkeeper
George Bentley could do nothing about.
  After a below-par first half performance,
the Hornets picked it up in the second with
Will Miles going close when he forced a
good save from Zaki Oualah, fashioning a
shot from Kieran Monlouis’ snatched shot.
 Horsham drew level with ten minutes
remaining as a Doug Tuck corner was
flicked on by Tom Day and nodded into the
back of the net by Jack Brivio.
   Despite a tense final ten minutes in which
Leatherhead struck the post and Horsham
came close on multiple occasions, neither
could find a winner.
  Just three days later and the Hornets were 

With pre-season out of the way, attentions
have now turned to our 2020/21 Isthmian
Premier Division campaign, which got
underway with a 1-1 draw at Leatherhead.
 With Fetcham Grove a buzz with
anticipation for the new season, it got off to
the worst of starts as the Tanners took the
lead inside two minutes.
    A simplistic pass teed up Misha Djemaili



half but, thanks to some heroic goalkeeping
from Bradley House, himself making his
competitive Hornets debut, they managed
to contain the K’s right up until the 86th
minute.
  Gus Sow pulled one back to set up a
nervous finale but the Hornets held on to
progress, and now face National League
South opposition in the shape of Havant &
Waterlooville in the 2nd qualifying round.
   Cheshunt came from behind to inflict our
first league defeat as they emerged  2-1
winners at The Camping World Community
Stadium.

   Despite visiting goalkeeper Shane Gore
fumbling and letting in Rob O’Toole’s 25th
minute header, Jamie Reynolds hit back
with a deflected strike seven minutes later
to level the scores at half time.
  Neither side produced particularly much
during the second half in an generally dull
contest, but with less than  15 minutes
remaining, Joe Re’s dipping shot beat Brad
House and nestled in underneath the
crossbar to seal all three points for the
Ambers.
   It was then time for our first Sussex derby
of the season as we hosted Bognor Regis

the only goal of the game on 53 minutes
but, despite a late rally from Horsham,
there was no way through against the Rocks
who had goalkeeper Amadou Tangara to
thank late on when he made many crucial
saves to ensure all three points would be
going back to the coast, leaving Di Paola's
men without a win in their first three
league games.

A new footbridge has now been
installed on the pathway leading up
to the ground, increasing safety for
fans accessing the stadium.
  Last season, fans were temporarily
forced onto the driveway,
approaching the ground, as the
pavement came to an abrupt stop.
  However, a supporter-led volunteer
group have been working hard and
successfully installed the new bridge,
which now sees a continuous stretch
of pavement all the way from the
Worthing Road crossing to the
turnstiles, improving spectator safety
and accessibility.
 The club would like to extend its
thanks to Al Morris, Stephen Harris,
Richard Harris, Joe Clarke, Dan Butler,
Colin Gardner and others, for their
help installing it, but most of all to
Pete Tanner who led the team and
co-ordinated the installation.

INS AND OUTS
We have seen some more ins and outs in
the senior squad over the last month with
midfielder Alex Clark choosing to join
Isthmian Division One North outfit Aveley.
  Prolific striker Eddie Dsane joins from
Kingstonian to reinforce our attacking
options, meanwhile goalkeeper Brad House
has also joined the club.
  The 21-year-old was released by West
Bromwich Albion in the Summer and has
spent some time training at Crawley Town
over recent months. As a result, it has seen
George Bentley move on loan to Saltdean
United to help with match fitness.
  Despite signing for the Hornets back in
April, Callum Saunders has also joined the
SCFL club.
   Back problems over the summer, resulting
from a slipped disc, has seen the 32-year-
old recently undergo surgery, effectively
ruling him out of a return to the game for
the foreseeable future.
  Callum said: “From the facilities, to the
people, the management team and of
course the players. I've been made to feel
very welcome (but) unfortunately, life
doesn't always go to plan. It's now time for
me to concentrate on getting back to full
health."
   We wish Callum a speedy recovery, we
wish Alex well as he moves on to pastures
new, but most of all, we wish a very warm
welcome to Eddie and Brad!
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Town, but it was a
second successive
defeat for the
Hornets.
  Ashton Leigh scored

ACCESS
ALL AREAS

From top to bottom: Eddie Dsane, Ben House,
George Bentley, Alex Clark



NOT YOUR AVERAGE JOE

Full PPE provided
Refreshments available
No experience required

We are looking for volunteers to help
with the cleaning of the clubhouse
and changing rooms along with any
other jobs that may need doing after
first team and U18 home fixtures
played on a Tuesday evening.
  If you have a couple of hours to
spare on Wednesday mornings and
want to help then the club would
love to hear from you.

   If you would like to find out more
information about our volunteering
opportunities then please contact Ian
Burlinson at
horshamfc.community@yahoo.com.

During the fight against COVID-19, we have
been paying our respects and gratitude to
all the NHS workers who have been battling
on the frontline to help treat people who
are suffering from the virus, and all the
others who have been working alongside
them in other departments.
  And this month's instalment of our 'meet
the committee' series sees us meet
someone who balances their time working
at a local hospital and the club.
  Joe Clarke, a committee member since
2008, is a charge nurse in the emergency
department of East Surrey Hospital and is
currently in his eighth year of emergency
medicine.
  At the club, he is a jack of all trades, willing
to try his hand at anything and everything,
as long as it helps the club he’s supported
since 2003.
  He said: “Since I joined the committee in
2008, I have stewarded, manned the gate,
been the stand-in PA announcer, sold raffle
tickets and programmes, catered for the
players/officials and hosted the boardroom.
   “However, most supporters will probably
recognise me from manning the Park and
Ride which I have mostly done since settling
into our home here at Hop Oast.
 "On a non-matchday, I can be found
sweeping or with a tin of Hammerite trying
to keep the place looking neat and tidy. I've
even bought a road sweeper for the club to

The U18s have crashed out of the FA
Youth Cup at the first hurdle,
conceding an 84th minute winner to
local rivals Burgess Hill Town.
   In their first competitive outing, the
young Hornets put up a brave fight,
battling hard throughout and were
unlucky not to reap more rewards
from their efforts. However, a switch-
off at the near post allowed the
Hillians to take full advantage, firing
in from a corner, to deny Horsham’s
progress into the next round.
   Since that defeat, they have had a
four-week rest with their league
campaign not set to until Monday
October 12 when they travel to Three
Bridges.
  However, they have since recorded
a 2-0 friendly win over Brockham
Badgers with both goals coming from
Joe Futers.
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trip up to Swansea back in 2007, a trip
which saw him skip college to go, Joe counts
that as one of his favourite memories.
   Joe is also particular fond of the last game
of the 2014/15 season when, having
already been dealt with relegation from the
Isthmian League, a sizable contingent of
travelling fans dressed up as Elvis at Tooting
and Mitcham United.
  He said: “It sums up what I love about
HFC; people from all walks of life drawing
together to celebrate, in fancy dress, with a
mobile PA system.”
  Having been involved with the club for
over a decade, there’s not a lot Joe hasn’t
seen but if he had one wish to see
something that’s yet to happen at the club,
he said: “For me, I'd love to see a girls and
ladies team set up. It would be yet another
arrow to the bow of our community club
and I feel that it would be another step to
fulfil our potential.”
   Talking about how he started supporting
the Hornets, Joe said: "Well, my first game
was in January 2003. It was a Sussex Senior
Cup tie against Crawley Town. Initially I got
involved because I'd gone to school in
Crawley and was fed up with my mates
talking about how good CTFC was!
   "I had no idea about HFC but made it my
job to find football! Typically the first game
was Crawley Town, who won! I didnt
mention the score when I went in to school
but I knew I'd found my club!"
   He continued: "I joined the committee in
2008. After we said goodbye to Queen
Street, I approached the club to see what I
could do to help us get out of the rut.
 "I love the teamwork! We have stuck
together through thick and thin over the
years, whether it be the 'home' treks down
to Worthing or Lancing or doing odd jobs in
and around the ground!
   "No job is too big, as evidenced by the
erection of the footbridge this season!"

VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED

U18S EXIT FA
YOUTH CUP

make this easier!"
 One of the lucky
supporters who made the 



YOUTH ROUND-UP
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The Youth sides have also been busy as
they returned to action this month and
almost all our sides boast a blemish-free
record in what has been a deeply
impressive start to the season.
  Our U17s have recorded a 100% winning
start, first beating Langton Green 2-1
before going on to beat Roffey 2-0.
  They continued their streak, putting four
past Tunbridge Wells without reply. The
U17s have also reached the Mid Sussex
League Cup quarter finals, first winning 3-
2 against Lewes before receiving a bye
after their scheduled opponents,
Willingdon Athletic, were unable to field a
side.
   It has been an unbeaten start for our
U16s in the Mid-Sussex Youth League,
opening their account with a 5-3 win over
Newhaven.
   A 1-1 draw away to Alfold was followed

by a 3-1 win over East Grinstead Town and
a 3-0 victory against Peacehaven &
Telscombe in the League Cup.
   Their most recent result saw them pull
off a remarkable 6-1 win over Three
Bridges despite only having ten players
available.
  Our U16 representatives in the Arun &
Chichester League have recorded one win
and one defeat from their first two games.
 A 3-2 win over Worthing United was
followed by a high-scoring encounter with
Littlehampton Town as they were narrowly
edged out in a 5-4 loss.
   The U14s began their campaign with a  
 1-1 draw against Chichester City Colts Red
while their most recent result saw them
claim a place in the next round of the
Sussex County Cup after smashing Roffey
Athletic 10-0.
  The U13s also recorded a 100% winning

start. A 6-1 win over Chichester City Youth
set the ball rolling, which was then
followed by a 3-2 win against Lancing.
   They have also progressed into the next
round of the Les Kempster Trophy (Sussex
County Cup) with a 4-1 win over Patcham
United Athletic.
  Meanwhile, it has not been a dull start
for our U12s, with goals aplenty in each of
their games. A 7-1 defeat of Pagham was
bettered with an 8-1 victory over
Hollingbury Hawks in the WJ Jewel Trophy
(Sussex County Cup) a week later. Their
most recent game saw them beat Bognor
Regis Town 6-3.
   Finally, our brand new U11s side have
also had the perfect start beating both
Bognor Regis Town and Worthing Town
Blue in the Coral Cup.
   Well done to all of our Youth sides for
your performances this month!



We have launched a new
Horsham FC app dedicated to
building relationships between
all our sponsors and partners.
  We wanted to build a
platform for our partners and
suppliers to work together, and
to encourage networking
amongst each other, whether
that be professionally, or
personally.
   As such, with the support of
our new partner Bundeling, we
have commissioned a new app
to facilitate sponsors’
communication with the club,
but more importantly, with
each other.
   Our vision doesn’t stop with
the app; we would like to
expand to networking events at
the ground, of course when
social distancing restrictions
allow us to do so, and to
expand this reach to the rest

Connect with up to 100
Horsham FC supplier and
partners
Connect with key
stakeholders within the
club, and a who’s who
within Horsham FC
Create and edit your
profile
Partner and supplier
search function
Chat function
Access to two networking
events per year (subject
to social distancing
guidelines)
Available on both Android
and Apple products

of the  Horsham District and
South East.
 The current yearly subscription
charge is £60 (excl. VAT) and
the benefits of this
app/subscription are as
follows:

Stay up to date with
Horsham FC results,
league tables and fixtures
Purchase tickets through
the app, or goods from
the club shop

  We hope you are as excited
about this new venture as we 

are, and hope we can continue
our club’s community ethos
and create a great network of
businesses within the club and
the Horsham area. Email
commercial@horshamfc.co.uk
for details on how to access the
app.

HFC LAUNCH NETWORKING APP
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BATTLE OF THE BRAINS
We are delighted to announce that
we will be hosting another quiz
night on Wednesday 21st October.
   Our first Hop Oast quiz night,
back in March, also turned out to
be our last before strict lockdown
measures to combat Coronavirus
began to take effect.
 Due to social distancing
restrictions, entry is limited to ten
teams of a maximum of six people.
  It costs £10 per team to enter and
entry can only be confirmed by
booking via our online shop.
   The quiz will begin at 7.30pm but
we ask all visitors to arrive from
7pm onwards to allow time to
complete our safety checks.

  A cash prize will be awarded to
the winners while food and drink
will also be available. However, it
will be table service only.
 As part of our COVID-secure
measures, all visitors will be
temperature checked. Anyone
displaying a temperature of 37.8C
or more will be refused entry.
  All visitors must also sign-in by
scanning a QR code using the
official NHS COVID-19 app, and
adhere to 2m social distancing at
all times.
  Unless you are medically exempt,
face coverings must also be worn
when moving to and from your
seat.


