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THE BUZZ
Keeping you updated on Horsham Football Club

After the hope last season would complete normally, resulting in the highest ever Isthmian League finish for our
senior team, soon came the reality it wouldn’t. Since then, the focus has been on the 20/21 season. Will it start on
time? Will it start late? Will it even start this year? Well now we know! Following our nine-game pre-season
schedule, Saturday 26th September will be the first home game for the senior team in the new season and we look
forward to welcoming as many of you as can attend then.
Our youth teams have also started to gear up for the new season and we are now accepting a number of external
pitch booking for 20/21, several of whom return having used our facilities last season and the club appreciates their
flexibility regarding available booking slots. However, inevitably the pandemic has brought some changes in the way
we operate. Most of these will be subtle as most activities are outdoor or, in some cases, the internal options, such
as the bar, have been improved. With the numbers permitted, we believe the ground is as safe as it can be and I
would personally encourage you to join us this month as we too recover from the events of the last six months.
One other change I want to mention, unconnected with recent events, is that a new pedestrian footbridge into the
ground will be in place in time for our first league game. This improves safety where the pavement used to finish on
the driveway up to the ground. My thanks go to Pete Tanner and the team of volunteers he recruited to assemble
and install this. This links to a very successful Wednesday volunteers group who have helped get the facilities ready
for use over the summer months. I do hope this is something that can be repeated next year. Once again I want to
thank both our sponsors and volunteers for helping us with the HFC restart and warmly welcome you back to our
wonderful club and its facilities.
- Kevin Borrett, Chairman of Horsham Football Club

SAFE AND SECURE
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Over the last four months, we have been
working hard behind the scenes making
sure we are ready for a safe yet enjoyable
matchday experience, despite the extra
COVID-19 precautions.
Though we are aware a number of our
supporters have been itching to get back
inside football grounds to watch the
Hornets in action, we also know that there
will be some who still feel quite
apprehensive and unsure as to how safe
the ground will be when it reopens to
supporters for our pre-season games
against Harrow Borough (Sat 5th Sep) and
Ramsgate (Tue 8th Sep).
Therefore, we want to give you a full
rundown on every measure we have made
to welcome you back as safely and as
smoothly as possible.
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Here's a guide for what you can expect:
We will be following the government
guidelines on social distancing
measures. We strongly support the
policy of keeping two metres distance
between each other, or at least a
distance of one metre where this is
not possible. In line with government
guidelines, you can meet in a group
of six people from different
households
All our first team games will be
subject to limited capacity for the
foreseeable future and as a result, to
prevent possible overcrowding, we
are therefore making them ‘all-ticket’.
Full details of how to buy match
tickets are available on our website
horshamfc.co.uk. Other than in
exceptional circumstances, we are
unable to accept any cash or card
payments for entry on the gate
Our track & trace procedure will take
place at the turnstiles. Upon arrival,
you will need to use your phone to
scan a QR code which will take you to
VisitSafe. Once you've entered the
contact details it asks for, you will be
ready to enter the ground. All details
will be deleted after 21 days.
Every visitor to the stadium (including
staff, volunteers, players, officials,
etc.) will, without exception, have
their temperature checked on arrival.
Anyone displaying a temperature
above 37.8C will not be allowed to
enter the stadium. If you have any
symptoms of COVID-19 (i.e. persistent
dry cough, a high temperature, or a
loss or change to your sense of smell
or state) you must stay at home and
not attend the match
Additional stewards will be on duty
and they will ensure that social
distancing is in operation, particularly
at the entrance where cones and
markings will be placed to space
people apart. Anyone refusing to
follow the reasonable instructions of
our stewards and staff will be asked
to leave the stadium

Extra hand sanitiser dispensers have
been placed in strategic locations
throughout the stadium, including by
all the toilets, on the fences around
the ground, by the outdoor serving
hatches, outside the turnstiles, and
inside the clubhouse
Wearing a face covering will not be
made compulsory inside the stadium
however, should you wish to wear
one for your own peace of mind,
please feel comfortable in doing so
All areas of the stadium will be open
and in use. We ask all visitors to KEEP
LEFT when walking around the pitch
perimeter to maintain two metres
social distancing. The stands will also
be open although some seats have
been taken out of use to promote
social distancing. There will also be
two-metre markings in the terraced
stands
The bar will be open, but the main
bar area will only be used to provide
a safe queuing system. You will be
asked to queue at the bar and, once
you have been served, you should
leave the clubhouse as quickly as
possible. A door supervisor will
manage the safe entry and exit of
everyone. We realise that the safe
arrangements we have put in place
may unfortunately mean delays to
you being served, so we ask that you
vary the time you come to the bar
(e.g. while the game is underway and
not at half-time) and that you are
patient and understanding of the
special circumstances we all have to

deal with
Our food outlet
will be open as
usual, although
we may be
running a more limited menu. Safe
queuing to the serving hatch will be
in place but our legendary
condiments table, featuring salt and
pepper, sauces, and milk, has been
removed to account for this. Instead,
your food and drink will be served
with the condiments you require. The
tea hut to the left of the main stand
will be also be open, but a safe
queuing method will be in operation
For programmes, 50/50 tickets and
the tea hut, we will be accepting cash
for the time being. However, we
would strongly encourage you to pay
by contactless card for all food and
drink purchases if you can.
All indoor and outdoor toilet facilities
will be open. There will be a safe
queuing system with two-metre
social distancing in operation and,
with the exception of the disabled
toilets, only two people at a time will
be able to use each toilet
After the game, there will be three
exits from which you can leave the
stadium, all leading to the stadium
car park footpath. One exit is located
next to the main stand, another is
located at the two large gates next to
the main turnstile, and the third is
located at the furthest corner to the
right of the clubhouse, next to the
players tunnel. Our stewards will
direct you to the most appropriate
exit
We hope that by having these measures
in place, you will feel safer, allowing you to
enjoy the game just as you all did so
wonderfully last season.
However, should you have any safety
concerns, please speak to any of our staff
or stewards and they will direct you to an
appropriate person you can talk to, or
email operations@horshamfc.co.uk with
any comments and feedback you have.
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HORNETS BEGIN NEW SEASON
WITH TRIP TO LEATHERHEAD
The Hornets face a mouthwatering opener to their
2020/21 Isthmian League
campaign with a short trip to
Leatherhead when the season
gets underway on Saturday 19th
September.
Just 22 miles separate the
respective grounds and it
promises to be a fixture that will
bring the Horsham supporters
out in good number as they
look to get their first competitive
footballing fix since March.
In an ironic twist, Cheshunt
provide the opposition for our
first home league match on
September 26th as it was they
who were due to visit Hop Oast
next, before the outbreak of the

COVID-19 pandemic.
Other eye-catching fixtures are
the Boxing Day visit of Worthing,
followed by a trip to old rivals
Lewes on December 28th.
A home match with Folkestone
Invicta kicks off the New Year,
while the reverse meeting with
Worthing takes place on Easter
Monday.
Lewes conclude our home
programme on Monday 3rd
May and the schedule is
completed by our rematch with
Folkestone on Saturday 8th
May.
A full list of fixtures can be
found on our website.
Details of season tickets will be
announced as soon as possible.

EIGHT OF THE BEST
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Dom
Di
Paola
has
strengthened his squad with
the signings of eight new
players ahead of the coming
season.
Four members of Dorking
Wanderers’ 2018/19 Isthmian
Premier Division title-winning
side have joined the club with
a couple of returning faces also
in that group.
JJ O’Sullivan ha rejoined on a
more permanent basis, while
Horsham legend Lewis Taylor
has also returned to the club.
Lewis was a member of John
Maggs' history-making side
which reached the second
round proper back in 2007,
scoring the late penalty which

clinched a memorable draw at
home to Swansea City.
Speaking about his return he
said: “One of the biggest
reasons (for returning) is
because Horsham has always
had a place in my heart as it is
the club where I class my
career as having really started.
"So being able to come back
to somewhere where I have so
many memories was a huge
selling factor for me.
"We've got good facilities now
so this club should only be
looking up."
Alongside JJ and Lewis, we
have also brought in Dorking's
former captain David Ray.
A vastly experienced defender

, ‘Razor’ has spent the last three
seasons at Dorking, leading
them to promotion to the
National League South where
they reached the play-off semifinals last month.
"He's coming in as a playercoach," confirmed boss Dom Di
Paola. "He's going to be
involved with the management
team with a view of being in the
squad as well.
"He's a really knowledgeable,
experienced player that will
help some of our players with
their football and, as part of the
management team, I think he's
going to be a good asset for
us."
The fourth new player from

ithat talented promotionwinning Dorking side is Reece
Hall, although he has been
signed from divisional rivals
Kingstonian.
The 27-year-old forward, who
can play on either flank, began
his footballing journey as a
youngster at Crystal Palace
although it was with Tooting &
Mitcham United where he
made his senior bow in 2012.
He had his most successful
spell at Merstham, with whom
he spent three seasons, before
joining Dorking in November
2018.
Although helping Marc White's
side win the Premier Division
title in his first season, Reece
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was released last summer and
returned to Kingstonian, for
whom he had a brief spell with
in 2013, scoring five times in
32 appearances.
Speaking about his new
signing, Dom said: “It’s come
out of nowhere, and I didn’t
think we'd get him but I'm
pleased.
"He's a good technician on
the ball and will give us a little
more creativity in the final
third. He can play in two or
three attacking positions which
is good because I'm always
looking for players that can
play in a number of positions
as you often have to
compromise to get a team
out."
Dom has also brought in a
trio of players from across
Sussex with midfielder Doug
Tuck making the switch from
Bognor Regis Town after
spending eight years at the
Rocks, while Tom Day and
Charlie Coppola have both
moved to Hop Oast from
Lewes.
When asked about what fans
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Reece Hall playing in our pre-season
friendly against Metropolitan Police

can expect of him on the pitch,
Doug joked: "They'll probably
look at me and think 'who's
that small 12-year-old in the
middle of the park?!'
"But, really, passing is my
game. Getting on the ball,
trying to dictate play, trying to
move the ball and get the team
going."
By his own admission, Tom,
22, is most comfortable at
centre-half, but is capable of
playing anywhere across the
back four.
He made one Football League
appearance for Barnet in 2016
before being released and
dropping into non-league
where he played National
League South football with
Hemel Hempstead Town and

Eastbourne Borough.
He joined Lewes in 2018,
initially on loan, and went on to
become a near ever-present,
playing in both matches against
Horsham last season. “A classic
defender who would do
anything for a clean sheet" is
how Tom describes himself.
A year younger than Tom,
Charlie is an attacking
midfielder who can also play on
the wing and sees his role as a
creative playmaker.
"It was a hard decision leaving
Lewes," admitted Charlie,
"because I made my senior
debut there, but with Ross
coming to Horsham, it seemed
like the right move for me."
After impressing in our preseason fixtures, our final new
signing comes in the shape of
former
Dulwich
Hamlet
midfielder Kieran Monlouis.
The 25-year-old St Lucian
international was signed by
Scottish Premiership side
Hamilton
Academical
in
2017/18 but he failed to break
into the senior team and
returned to England with

Hemel Hempstead Town.
He joined Dulwich last summer
and made 13 appearances for
the National League South
side, as well as spending two
months on loan at Margate, for
whom he scored in their 3-0

Kieran Monlouis playing in our preseason friendly against Saltdean Utd

win at Horsham last November.
Di Paola said: “He’s brilliant at
carrying the ball, he’s strong
and got a goal threat in him.
“He’s a player that’s had some
setbacks recently so he’s
looking for somewhere to
showcase his ability, so
hopefully it can work out us.
I’m really pleased we got him."

(Top row, L-R) JJ O'Sullivan, David Ray, Lewis Taylor. (Bottom row, L-R) Doug Tuck, Tom Day, Charlie Coppola
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TWO MORE SIGN BUT MIDFIELDER LEAVES

Among the plethora of new and exciting
signings, the club is also delighted to have
secured the final two signatures of players
from our 2019/20 squad.
Long-serving full-back Steve Metcalf has
committed to another campaign while
striker Kieran Lavery is back at the club
after spending the second part of last
season’s curtailed programme on loan at
Horley Town.
A Horsham player since October 2016,

'Mets' has 151 appearances under his
belt.
Meanwhile, Kieran will team up with
former South Park strike partner Chris
Smith once again, signing for his third
season in the yellow and green.
Welcome back lads, we look forward to
seeing you back in action again this
season!
However, we have sadly had to say
goodbye to midfielder Lea Dawson who

despite initially committing his future to
the Hornets, has opted to join Isthmian
South East side, VCD Athletic.
Lea enjoyed an impressive debut season
for the Hornets last year, scoring four
times in 37 games before the campaign
was prematurely brought to a close.
Thank you for your service Lea, we wish
you all the best in the future!

CAPTAIN, LEADER, LEGEND
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First team manager Dom Di Paola has paid
tribute to former captain Joe Shelley who
has decided to leave the club.
A Horsham stalwart, ‘Biff’ ends his
Hornets career having made a total of 170
appearances, scoring 33 goals.
The 38-year-old recorded 34 appearances
and scored three goals last season.
Joe first joined the club in July 2015,
following in the path of first team
manager, and close friend, Di Paola.
Having previously played under Dom at
Clymping, Worthing United and East
Preston, the pair teamed up again in 2015
when Joe captained the Hornets to

Southern Combination Premier success
and immediate promotion back to the
Isthmian League.
Picking up the Supporters’ Player of the
Season award that year, Joe decided to
remain in the Southern Combination the
following season, joining Pagham, before
ending up at Horsham YMCA.
In October 2017, he was coaxed back to
the club where he has remained an everpresent at the heart of defence, ever since.
Leaving as a fan favourite, Joe has joined
SCFL Premier outfit Saltdean United and
Dom admits he was sad to see him go.
He said: “He’s been a brilliant player for

us, a brilliant player for me, and been
involved with everything good that we’ve
ever done. He goes down as a legend of
the football club, in my opinion, because
of what he has done over the past
four/five seasons.
“Everyone loves Biff. You never really
hear from him, he just turns up, plays his
football, then goes home. He’s quite a
complex character but we’ve always
managed to get the best out of him.
“There’s been many like him down the
years and his time was always going to
come. You have to just accept that, as
people get older, they can’t commit to the
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level or they want to do other things in
their lives.
“It’s a shame because I’d love to have
seen him finish (his career) with us but
that’s football. We have to adjust and
move on. He goes with my best wishes.”
Speaking on his decision to leave, Joe
himself confirmed that it was down to
personal reasons. Joe said: “I need to be
at home a bit more so with the travel and
commitment it takes at this level, I just
couldn’t commit.
"It was a hard decision. I saw myself
retiring here, I didn’t want to move on or
go anywhere else, I just wanted to be at
Horsham.
“It’s an amazing club, I love the players
and love Dom, I’ve been with him for
years, but I just cannot commit. It’s not fair
on the club or the other players if I’m put

ahead of anyone else if I'm hardly ever
going to be available.”
Biff started his Hornets career in
midfield, but he admits he was impressed
with how he adjusted to playing in
defence for his first season playing in step
three last year.
He said: “I felt like I coped with it.
Dropping back into the centre of defence
helped as my legs aren’t what they used to
be.
“There were definitely some tough games
but I felt like coped okay with the level and
didn’t think it was too much of a struggle. I
felt really fit last year and was able to keep
up with most of the faster players.”
Having been at the club for so long, Joe
was grateful for the impact playing for
Horsham has had on his career.
He continued: "Horsham is the best club

I've played for,
without a doubt.
There are just so
many nice people
involved at the club."
Dozens of fans, managers, current and
former teammates responded to the news
with messages on social media, and Joe
revealed he was
surprised by the outpouring of support.
He said: “It was quite overwhelming to
be honest. You never know what people
actually think of you but to see all those
messages was amazing.
“Me and my partner were sitting there
reading them together and I got a bit teary
and upset. It’s nice to see that people
respect you and like you as both a person
and a player.”
Thank you, and best of luck, Biff!

PRE-SEASON CAMPAIGN GETS
OFF TO NEAR-PERFECT START
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It’s been a promising start for
Dom Di Paola’s side in their
2020 pre-season campaign,
winning four out of their five
games so far, and keeping a
clean sheet in all but one.
After a 158-day break, the
Hornets finally returned to
action with a home match
against Saltdean United behind
closed doors.
A game the hosts controlled
from the start, new signing Tom
Day headed the Hornets in front
in the 16th minute.
Further goals in the second
half from Will Miles and Charlie
Harris wrapped up a
comfortable win over our SCFL
Premier opponents.
Horsham followed up victory
with
another
impressive
erformance three days later as
we beat Three Bridges 3-0.
A dominant six-minute spell in
the first half was enough to seal

the win as Kieran Lavery netted
a brace while an own-goal
made it three inside 22
minutes.
The following Saturday saw the
Hornets travel to Metropolitan
Police, a momentous occasion
seeing as it was the first time
since March that spectators
were allowed back inside a
football ground.
A closely fought match, Rob
O’Toole bundled in the winner
in the second-half to continue
Horsham’s excellent form.
It got even better for the
Hornets three days later when
we travelled to local side
Loxwood and recorded a
convincing 6-0 win.
Lavery fired in the opener just
before the half-hour mark but
the floodgates truly opened
after the break.
Reece Hall bent a superb freeinto the back of the net before

Harris smashed a strike past the
‘keeper at his near post.
Alex Clark made it four before
Chris Smith extended the
visitors’ lead, chipping the
‘keeper after a defensive error.
Lavery then fired in a delightful
sixth to round off the night.
But the four-game winning
streak came crashing to a halt
with our first ever visit to Hartley
Wintney.
Miles grabbed an early lead

for the Hornets, which was then
doubled after the break when
the ‘keeper failed to control a
back pass, leaving Smith to roll
into an empty net.
A Ben Wright double brought
the home side on level terms
and the hosts completed the
comeback with just over ten
minutes remaining when Sam
Argent’s backwards flicked
header nestled nicely into the
net.
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END OF SEASON AWARD WINNERS REVEALED
This year, we filmed our first team award
presentations in a special video, superbly
hosted by committee member Mark
Barrett.
This video was uploaded on to our
freshly rebranded YouTube channel,
HornetsTV, but you can find out who
picked up this year’s coveted awards
below.
Hornets stalwart Steve Metcalf picked
up our first award, the Managers’ Player of
the Year. Upon receiving his award, he
said: “I’m a little bit surprised to receive
this award but it was a great season, last
season, especially here at the new ground.
“Shame it ended the way it did but
hopefully next season, all being well, we
can continue to move forward, both on
and off the pitch."
First team manager, Dom Di Paola said:
"He's had a great season for us, always
performs to a high level, and is a real
credit to the football club.
"(He is) a player that the rest of our
squad should look at if they want to have
good careers in non-league."
Next, we saw Lea Dawson awarded the
Players' Player of the Year. The midfielder
said: "Firstly, I'd like to thank the players
for voting for me, it was unexpected.
"I'd like to thank the fans for turning up
week in, week out, giving us that extra lift."
Jack Brivio, who presented the award,

said: "He was an
ever-present in the
team throughout the
season, he put in some massive
performances in the middle of the park,
headed anything in sight and made some
massive tackles.”
Jack was the next player to receive an
accolade, picking up the Supporters’
Player of the Year award.
He said: “Just want to say a massive
thank you to everyone who voted for me
as your player of the season. I’m really
looking forward to seeing you all back in
the ground.”
Our final award, our Directors Award,
was presented by Sam Borrett. He said:
“This is being awarded to an individual
who has done fantastic work on the pitch
with the team and been a friendly and
approachable face in the clubhouse both
before and after games.
“But, most importantly, they have done a
huge amount of community work with
some of their latest fundraising efforts,
which really encompasses what we at
Horsham FC are all about.
“For that reason, the Directors Award is
being awarded to Steph Apps.”
Our first team physio said: “I just wanted
to say a huge thank you to the directors
for this award. I’m really shocked, and
didn’t expect it at all, so thank you!"

U18S DRAWN AGAINST BREWSTER TAKES ON
BURGESS HILL IN CUP NEW ROLE AT CLUB
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After a five-year absence, our
U18s have been drawn against
local rivals Burgess Hill Town
in the Preliminary Round of
the FA Youth Cup.
And if successful, they will
face either Billingshurst or
Chipstead in the following
round.
The U18s have also begun

their
own
pre-season
campaign with some positive
results.
The young Hornets have
beaten
Crawley
Town
Education 3-2 and Bexhill Utd.
While a 3-0 loss to Woking
Academy was soon followed by
a 10-1 demolition of Dorking
Wanderers Academy.

Craig Brewster has taken on a
new role at the club for next
season.
Appointed Director of Football
last year, Craig has become
our new Head of Youth and
Development. He said: "I'm
excited to be back involved at
the club taking on a new
challenge. I'm looking at this

role as a great opportunity to
develop our local talent into
elite young footballers, putting
Horsham FC on the map."
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YOUTH PLAYERS RECEIVE RECOGNITION
LETTERS FROM HORNETS CHAIRMAN
Many of our squads were on
course for league titles and cup
final
appearances
when
lockdown forced the season to be
brought to an abrupt end, with all
results and remaining fixtures
declared null and void.
What made this even more
disappointing was that this was
the first time in eleven years that
the youth section had been able
to play, and showcase their skills,
at their own ground – our
fabulous new Camping World
Community Stadium at Hop Oast.
The club, however, was keen to
recognise
a
momentous
inaugural season at our new
home and, as a result, a special
commemorative medal was made
by Premier Sport & Leisure to be
presented to each of the 135

players that represented the club
at youth level last season. To
accompany the medal, club
chairman Kevin Borrett wrote
personally to each player to thank
them, and their families, for their
efforts and for playing their part
in the history of the club.
The club would like to
acknowledge Annie and Ivan Raby
and Shaun Scott for organising
the medals, thank Kevin Borrett
for personally signing each letter,
and thank members of the board
for presenting letters and medals
at training sessions over the last
month or so.
Well done to all our youth sides,
we look forward to seeing you
make more memories at Hop
Oast this season!

ALL ABOUT ENGAGEMENT

In this month’s instalment of our regular ‘Meet
the Committee’ series, we speak to the man
behind our recent #DonateAPint campaign, the
club’s community engagement officer, Ian
Burlinson.
A committee member since 2018, Ian’s role
consists of making links with schools, clubs and
local organisations in and around Horsham,
aiming to make the club as accessible to
everyone in the local community as possible.
As the person who spearheaded our
#DonateAPint campaign, which raised over
£1,450 for West Sussex Mind,

Ian reveals how the idea first came about.
He said: “One area that isn't talked about
enough, and is a big issue amongst many, is
mental health so I put forward West Sussex
Mind as the charity to raise money for.
"Everyone in the committee agreed, especially
with how this year has gone, with mental health
affecting many people from all walks of life.
"As to how we raised the money, the idea
came from Euro 2020 and getting people to
donate the money they would have spent on
drinks to the fundraiser. With lockdown, it had
to be online, so it was ideal.”

DEACON CRICKMAY BECOME U18S SHIRT SPONSORS
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We are delighted to hear that Deacon Crickmay have
continued their relationship with the club by becoming
the shirt sponsors of our newly-formed under-18s side.
Based in various locations across the south, including
Horsham, Crawley and Brighton, the specialist chartered

surveyors sponsored the shirts of our under-23 side last
season. Despite the U23s being disbanded we are thrilled
that they will sponsor our U18s this campaign. Visit their
website at https://deaconassetmanagement.co.uk/ to
find out more about they do.

