
THE BUZZ
Keeping you updated on Horsham Football Club

CHEAPER BY THE DOZEN
A total of 12 players from last season’s
squad have currently committed to return
for the Hornets this season.
   Young goalkeeper George Bentley will
be returning for his second consecutive
season with the Hornets, while Rob
O’Toole, Will Miles, Harvey Sparks, Lee
Harding, Charlie Harris, Chris Smith and
skipper, Jack Brivio, have also put pen to
paper.
  Also returning are former Southend
United winger Alex Clark, midfield
maestro Lea Dawson and Dylan Merchant,
whose spectacular strike against Hartley
Wintney last summer was the first to be
scored at the new ground.
   Meanwhile Gary Charman, will be back
for an incredible 18th campaign, having
made his senior debut back in 1998.
'Gazza' will also have a great opportunity
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to become the club’s all-time appearance
holder next season, currently needing just
ten more appearances to break Mark
Stepney’s record of 614.
   The 12 returning players are also joined
by Callum Saunders, who we announced
as our first new signing back in April. The
32-year-old joins from Haywards Heath
Town boasting an impressive record of 82
goals and 120 assists in 151 appearances
for the Blues.
    But we have said goodbye to three from
last year’s side with versatile duo Alex Kelly
and Harry Mills, choosing to move to step
six outfit Walton & Hersham, while Greg
Cundle has returned to National League
South side Concord Rangers, following the
end of his loan spell.
    We would like to wish all three players
the very best for the future.

Current confirmed squad 2020/21: (Top row, L-R) George Bentley, Rob O'Toole, Will Miles, Harvey Sparks, Lee Harding, Charlie Harris, Chris Smith.
(Bottom row, L-R) Jack Brivio, Alex Clark, Lea Dawson, Dylan Merchant, Gary Charman, Callum Saunders.

Greg Cundle, Harry Mills and Alex Kelly have all
moved on from the club



Since the end of our cancelled campaign
back in April, our board of directors has
seen three new additions; Sean Bravery,
Sam Borrett and Michael Cloake.
  In the time during lockdown, all three
have been working hard along with the rest
of the board; Kevin Borrett, Paul Osborn,
and Jeff Barrett, to prepare the club for the
future, as best they can.
  As mentioned in our July issue, we’re
aware that there will be some who don’t
know Sam, Sean or Michael, so let us
introduce you to them.
   Sam (left) attended his first match in the
2006/07 season after using a free ticket
voucher in the West Sussex County Times,
and he has been hooked ever since.
   He has been involved behind the scenes
for at least a decade, first becoming a
matchday volunteer before joining the
committee, where he is Vice-Chair.
    When not at the club, Sam works within
the consumer computing market, and he
has joined the board to lead the club’s
commercial and business development
elements, with a focus on maximising our
success at our first-class facilities.
   Quizzed about his aims for the club, Sam
said: “I believe Horsham FC has so much
opportunity both on and off the pitch
within the community.
   "We have amazing sponsors involved
with the club whilst also having facilities
you would be hard pressed to beat, and I
am keen to see them help us bring youth
players through to the first team."
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attended his first few games in 2019, our
promotion-winning  campaign.
    Commercial director at Camping World,
and also a West Sussex County Councillor,
Michael explained what drew him to the
club: “It all started with the stadium
naming partnership and seeing the energy
of the players, the spirit of the fans and the
dedication of the board and committee to
the club.
  "It all seems to work really well, and I
think it’s a magic combination for success.”
   Michael, pictured at our play-off final win
in April 2019, joins the club as a general
director, providing input to the board,
drawing on his experience outside of
football where appropriate."
   He continued: “At Camping World, I am
responsible for the day to day commercial
activity within the business. My role
encompasses finance, legal and HR
alongside management oversight and
commercial direction of the company."
  He added: “My other role is political - I
am a West Sussex County Councillor and
have been since 2013. I have been
involved at a high level in strategic
decisions around the county and  I  have
served on both Planning and Licensing
Committees and have a robust
understanding of both areas.”
  Though all three new directors bring
something different to the board, one
thing they all agree on, is where they want
the club to be in five years’ time: promoted
and playing in the National League South.

    And this is a view shared by Sean (right),
who sees the development of our youth
structure as integral for any future success.
  Sean said: “I want us to build on our
inaugural season back home, I want us to
become the place for Horsham folk to
volunteer, I want our support to grow, for
our youth teams to continue to flourish
and have the pathway established for
players to achieve all they can in the
game.”
  He continued: “I want the match day
experience when visiting our ground to be
the best in the league, I want us to
continue to be seen as the friendly club.
Finally, I want to win the Sussex Senior
Cup.”
  Perhaps best known on matchdays as
‘protector of the yellow-hatched area’,
keeping a watchful eye over the
clubhouse’s main doors on matchdays,
Sean is a Hornet through and through,
having followed the Hornets since the 90s.
   He first joined the committee in 1998,
before leaving five years later to establish
the Horsham Independent Supporters
Club (HISC). Sean then returned to chair
the committee in 2015 - a role he will be
continuing this season.
  Working closely with our bookkeeper
Phil, Sean comes in as the club's financial
director. He said: "I will be working to
make sure we do things professionally,
using my experience from my day job.
   In comparison to the other two, Michael
is relatively new to the scene, having



 find ourselves in.
  "We decided to fundraise
for West Sussex Mind, an
independent local charity,
offering support and
information to individuals
who at any time throughout
the year may be struggling
with mental health.”
  The mental health charity,
said: “Thank you so much!
Your donations will help us
support people with mental
health issues throughout the
pandemic and beyond.”
  While you were donating,
we also played out our very
own Euro 2020 tournament,
conducting Twitter polls to
determine the results of
games as if they were played.
   After 30 days, 51 games,
157 goals ‘scored’ and 1,357
votes cast, England took the
virtual crown, beating France
1-0 in the final.
   Once again, a massive thank
you to everyone who got
involved by either donating or
voting, or doing both. The
money you raised will help
greatly with the work they do!

We are thrilled to announce
that we are partnering up
with highly regarded
videographers Your Instant
Replay as part of a fresh
rebrand of our YouTube
channel.
  As part of the deal, Your
Instant Replay will film all our
home matches throughout
the 2020/2021 season.
 Their coverage of Rob
O’Toole’s spectacular
overhead goal against Lewes
on New Year’s Day has been
viewed over six million times
across multiple social media
accounts and although we
can’t promise you that you’ll
see another effort quite like
that next season, we are
confident that their expertise
will enable us to further
enhance our presence across
all our social media
platforms.
   Speaking of which, the new
season also signals some
fresh branding for the club,
with a ‘Proudly We Serve’
motif being used for the
banners on our Twitter,

HORNETS IN LINE FOR BUSY RETURN
AS PRE-SEASON SCHEDULE REVEALED
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With the help of fans, players
and staff, your wonderful
generosity saw us raise a total
of £1,450 on behalf of West
Sussex Mind, as part of our
#DonateAPint campaign.
     The fundraising campaign,
which took place last month,
invited everyone across the
Sussex football community to
donate the price of a pint (or
many!) that they would have
otherwise spent while
watching Euro 2020.
 The club’s community
engagement officer, Ian
Burlinson, who co-ordinated
the charity fundraiser, said:
“With Horsham FC a key part
of the local community, we
wanted to do something that
helped support people now
and in the future who have
been affected by the current
and ongoing situation that we3

Facebook and YouTube
pages. Look out for these in
the coming days.
  Our rebrand for 2020/21
will also see our YouTube
channel renamed to
HornetsTV to reflect its change
as the home of our
professionally produced
match highlights going
forward, and you can find our
brand new HornetsTV logo
above.
  For new video releases,
subscribe to our channel at
https://www.youtube.com/ch
annel/UChmmGkCpFY4s5bne
AJZ7Oqw.
  Keep up to date for the
latest Horsham FC news by
following us on Twitter,
Facebook (both
@HorshamFC) or Instagram
(@horsham_FC).

TARGET SMASHED IN
CHARITY FUNDRAISER 

YOUTUBE CHANNEL
TO UNDERGO REVAMP

Should arrangements go to plan, we kick-
off our bumper pre-season schedule at
home to Saltdean United on Saturday 15th
August for what is the first of three
scheduled home ties for Dom Di Paola's
side.
  We then travel to Three Bridges and
Metropolitan Police, three and seven days
later respectively, before a trip to Loxwood

on Tuesday 25th August.
  We then make our first-ever visit to
Hartley Wintney four days later, in a repeat
of last year’s inaugural match at the
Camping World Community Stadium.
    Next is a trip to South Park on Tuesday
1st September before two home games
against Harrow Borough and Ramsgate.
    Our pre-season preparations then

conclude with a trip to Dorking
Wanderers on Saturday 12th September.
   Please note, all our pre-season matches
are currently set to be played behind
closed doors unless government
restrictions are revised.
   This schedule is liable to change at any
time but you can find any updates on our
website, horshamfc.co.uk.



We are delighted to announce a
new partnership with football
programme design specialists
FootiePrint to produce our
2020/21 matchday magazine.
 Boasting two decades of
experience in their field,
FootiePrint’s award-winning
designers currently work with
clubs from the National League
down to step seven, with a
portfolio that includes the likes
of Haywards Heath Town,
Metropolitan Police, Truro City,
Bradford Park Avenue and, from
next season, our local rivals
Worthing.
  Speaking of the decision to
switch to FootiePrint, Hornets
programme editor Mark Wells
said: “We have had fantastic
service from Perry Williams at
Exel Print for the last six seasons

but as we review all elements of
our supporters’ ‘matchday
experience’, an opportunity
arose where we felt we could
take the next step up in terms of
the match programme.
 "FootiePrint are extremely
passionate in their work and
design and provide a high-
quality, glossy, full-colour
product that I hope will be a hit
with everyone next season.”
   We can also now reveal the
name of our matchday
programme, and it is one many
of our supporters may
recognise.
  Inspired by the name of our
very first website, 'The Hornets
Review' will be ready to sell in
time for the first game of the
new season, whenever that may
be.

DERBIES GALORE FOR UNDER-18S
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MAKEOVER FOR MATCHDAY MAGAZINE

pitching them against the
cream of Sussex football.
   The sides lying in wait for our U18s are:
Bognor Regis Town, Burgess Hill Town,
Eastbourne Borough, Hastings United,
Lewes, Shoreham, Three Bridges,
Whitehawk and Worthing.
   No date has been set for the start of the
2020/2021 season yet, but full details will
be announced as soon as possible on our
website.

Horsham FC's reformed under-18 side
face some mouth-watering local derbies
when their 2020/2021 Isthmian Youth
League campaign gets underway.
   Our U18s make a welcome return after
an absence of five years with the new
season’s format seeing the league divided
into four sections: Central, East, West, and
South.
   Mark Hawthorne’s young Hornets have,
unsurprisingly, been placed in the latter,

LINES & JAMES BECOME LONGEST-SERVING SPONSOR
A mock-up of the new programme's front cover

Horsham-based estate agents Lines & James
have become our longest-serving current
sponsor after they renewed their shirt
sponsorship for an eighth-straight season.
   Adorned on the front of our home and away
kits since the 2013/14 campaign, Lines & James

have stood by our side and supported us while
we looked for a new home, especially when
playing outside of the town.
   We would like to thank the entire Lines &
James team for renewing their shirt
sponsorship and for their continued support.



https://www.sussexkitchendesigns.co.
uk/

https://www.checkatrade.com/trades
/NorthHeathFloors/

http://www.horshamsociety.org/

https://www.bryantfixings.co.uk/

https://www.harwoodandassociates.c
o.uk/

On our social media over the past three months, we’ve been showing our appreciation for many of our
sponsors. The support we’ve had from local businesses in the past season, as we made our return to the town
after 11 years away, has been immense, and we really do value each of them so much!
   Here you can find all the commercial sponsors we’ve given a shout out to over the last month:

S E U C L
0783429710 simon.edwardsutilities@gmail.com

A THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

https://a1fireprotection.co.uk/

http://mappandco.co.uk/

https://courtneygreen.co.uk/
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https://www.horshamplumbing.com/

https://www.ascotcare.com/

https://www.holmewoodinteriors.co.
uk/

http://www.hobartpaving.co.uk/

https://www.apacheonline.co.uk/

https://www.totaltherapystudios.co.uk
/

http://www.ashdown-roofing.co.uk/

http://www.hobartpaving.co.uk/

https://papyrus-uk.org/

https://www.visithorsham.co.uk/

https://www.laceyandson.co.uk/

Call: 07712784973

https://www.impactsf.co.uk/

https://www.ghyllmanor.co.uk/

https://one-stopkitchens.com/

https://www.britaniacrestrecycling.co.
uk/

Email:
simon.edwardsutilities@gmail.com

https://www.stadiumsolutions.co.uk/



https://www.residedevelopments.co.
uk/

https://www.campingworld.co.uk/

A THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

http://www.belsigns.co.uk/

https://www.metrobus.co.uk/

https://www.shepherdneame.co.uk
/

http://www.fayfilms.com/

https://www.rspca.org.uk/local/s
ussex-north-branch

https://www.premier-
sports.kitfor.co.uk/

https://www.digitalres.co.uk/
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/horsha

mdistrict/

https://www.hccounselling.org.uk/
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https://midsussexcarsltd.com/

https://durrantremovals.com/

https://www.dualstrengthandfitne
ss.co.uk/

http://www.velocity-sports.co.uk/?
LMCL=e_qwDv

https://www.octotech.co.uk/

https://www.linesandjames.com/

Groups
Blue Stragglers, Horsham Independent

Supporters Club (HISC), Horsham 1881, Old Farts
Society

Individuals
Pete Tanner, Jeff Barrett, John Newell, Mark &
Angela Butler, Neil Chartres, Jim & Shirley Rae,
Pete Little, Sam Borrett, Howard Frogley, Stuart
Wilkinson, David Hillier, Christopher Kirk, Ben &

Richard Williams, Jim & Sue Bravery, Paul
William Arnold, Neil Richmond, Jonathan

Kenworthy, Richard Eastwood, Mark Wells, Jack
& Matt Dale, Wally & Pam, Joe Clarke, Dave
Walters, Tim Harrison, Jack Everley, Dave

Hempstead, Ian Dunscombe

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!


