
THE BUZZ
Hello and thank you! The past ten weeks have brought many changes for all of us and that will no doubt
continue for some time to come. However, one thing we are determined will not change is the thanks and
gratitude of the club to those of you who support us. This can take many forms and the readership of this
"new" publication is focused on those groups whose support for the club is absolutely vital. Put simply,
without your financial support, your attendance watching senior & youth games and the countless volunteer
hours put in by so many, we couldn't provide the community football enjoyment that we do.
 
Last year we achieved a dream harboured since the 1980s. Namely a modern, fit-for-purpose home for
Horsham FC. Now, the struggles of the last decade in particular are fading rapidly as we capitalise on bringing
together all the parts of HFC in one location, giving the club its deserved profile in the town and district - a
community we have served since 1881.
 
The 2020/21 season will no doubt bring some unexpected COVID-19 challenges and we are planning in earnest,
as best we can. For the first team, I'm delighted that our manager Dom Di Paola has already secured the basis
of a strong squad for when our games recommence, while youth team trials have been planned and, once we
get the green light to hold them, we will do so. We have various initiatives and ideas we want to pursue as
we continue to be the family-friendly football club admired by so many but, again, we can only achieve this
through your support and involvement which I want to thank you for in advance. Please do stay safe in the
meantime.
 
- Kevin Borrett, Chairman of Horsham Football Club

Keeping you updated on Horsham Football Club
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CHANGING OF THE GUARD
Horsham Football Club CEO John Lines has stepped down from his role ahead of
the new season.
 
A Board member since 2005, John played an integral role in securing our new
home which finally came to a successful end when we received the keys to The
Camping World Community Stadium in June last year.

Speaking on his decision, John
said: “The club will forever be a
part of my life. Through the ups
and downs of the process that
saw us into our fantastic new
ground, I felt I could contribute
fully to all of the questions and
arguments racked up by HDC
and others and that’s where I
felt my most comfortable.
   “We are past that now and the
club needs a wholly different
kind of director.
    “Now that Sam (Borrett) and
Sean (Bravery) have joined the
Board, it has been a revelation
to me just how clear their
aspirations and their brilliant
ideas for the future will project

the club to great success, and
it is more of this younger
breed the club needs."
   Chairman Kevin Borrett said:
“The club owes a huge debt to
John for his 15 years service on
the Board and I know
everyone will want to thank
him for that.
  "On a personal level, we
grew particularly close when
John and I drove forward the
plans for a new ground and
resolving issues at the
Holbrook site with a quiet
tenacity when doors seems to
be constantly slammed in the
face of HFC.

   "Property development is his
forte and the club has been
truly fortunate to have had him
devote so much of his time to
its service.
   He continued: "Today we are
now at the point where the
final planning permissions
associated with building the
ground are largely complete
and other legacy issues
likewise.
   "The focus is now very much
on building our all-age
community club and operating
our facilities. That task has
grown in nature given the new
normal that will emerge due to

the COVID-19 outbreak and
John therefore concluded that
now is the right time for him
to stand back, as writing the
next chapter of HFC history is
going to be a longer term
activity than just the next 12
months or so."
  John hasn’t left the club
entirely and you'll still be able
to see him  behind the camera
lens on matchdays, as he
continues his role as official
club photographer.
   We can also confirm that we
are not proposing to
immediately appoint another
CEO in John's absence.1



PLAYER OF
THE SEASON

Former Lewes co-manager Ross
Standen has replaced Adam
Westwood as the new first team
assistant manager.
   Westwood, who joined the club
alongside Dom Di Paola in 2015,
announced his departure back in
April.
   He said: “I just want to thank the
fans for their support at home, but
especially away.
   "They’re the games that stick in my
memory as that's when the fans lift
you if you’re down. That’s what I’ll
miss most."
   His replacement, Ross, who most
recently spent four months as
caretaker manager at Lewes, said: 
 "When Wezzo decided to step
down, Dom asked me whether I'd
be jnterested and I knew it would
be too good an opportunity to turn
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DOM APPOINTS NEW ASSISTANT
 down.
   "It’s a great club, with a great set-
up, and I know quite a few of the
players personally, so it was a no-
brainer.”
   Manager Dom Di Paola said: “I’ve
known him a long time, he’s got
good experience winning the
Isthmian South, and Isthmian
Premier and he’s just a good guy.
   “I think he’ll get on well with the
rest of the management team and I
think a lot of our players know him
anyway, because he’s respected
around Sussex as a football man.”
  Ross joins the club’s existing
coaching team, alongside Jimmy
Punter and Stuart Owens, who are
both returning for next season. Dom
said: “It’s worked well for the last
couple of seasons so there’s been
no need for any changes.”

Jack Brivio has been voted
the Supporters’ Player of the
Season 2019/20.
   It caps a terrific season for
the captain  who helped
kept the Hornets in the race
for a second successive play-
off spot before  the
termination of the season.
 The remaining 2019/20
award winners will be
announced soon. Watch this
space!

#DONATEAPINT LAUNCHING IN JUNE
We're inviting all Horsham
fans, and the wider football
community to take part in an
exciting charity fundraising
initiative this month.
  Taking place over what would
have been Euro 2020, from
12th June to 12th July,
#DonateAPint does what it says
on the tin.
   We're asking everyone to get
involved by donating the price
of a pint they'd otherwise have
bought in pubs and bars while
watching the European
Football Championships.
  With mental health problems
on the rise, and the use of
mental health charities such as
CALM and Samaritans also
increasing during the current 

COVID-19 pandemic, we
recognise how important it is
to support both those affected
and those who need help.
   That is why 100% of the
money raised will go to local
charity, West Sussex Mind.

 West Sussex Mind are
committed to changing
attitudes and increasing
knowledge and understanding
around mental health so that
people living with mental

health problems  feel less
stigmatized and isolated, and
ask for help when they need it.
   They also help people with
mental health problems to
achieve their own personal
goals to enable them to get the
support they need and to
effectively manage difficulties
themselves and be socially
connected.
   The JustGiving donation page
will go live in the coming
weeks. Anyone getting involved
can donate as many times as
they like and, though we're
setting an initial £1400 target,
we'd love to raise as much as
possible for this great cause.
Look out for the launch on our
media channels soon.2



Over the past two weeks, a small group of volunteers have gradually
started to get the ground back up and running ahead of its reopening.
   Although we currently have no timeframe of when we can reopen to
the public, we are working hard to make it look as brand new as this
time last year.
   The small team, who have kept to strict social distancing guidelines
throughout their work, have met the last two Wednesdays and already
begun on a number of jobs. This includes deep cleaning the inside and
outside of the clubhouse, and painting and decorating which, as you
can see, also includes a yellow and green makeover for our tea hut.
    Anyone who'd like to lend a hand in the coming weeks should contact
our operations manager, Paul Osborn, at operations@horshamfc.co.uk.

GETTING BACK TO WORK
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THE MAN BEHIND THE MIC
Over the next few issues, we'll be
introducing you to some of our
committee members who play an
important role in the running of the
club both on matchdays and non-
matchdays.
   This month, we speak to Mark
Barrett, and if you don't recognise his
face, you'll almost certainly know his
voice.
     As the man behind the microphone,
Mark is the one with the unenviable
task of delivering the PA
announcements to the hundreds in
attendance at our home games.
    Mark started following the Hornets
in 1994 and joined the committee in
1999. Since then, he has taken on a

PERIMETER BOARD SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE FOR 2020/21
Do you want to fill one of the
coveted spaces on our pitch
surround? We have just 18
perimeter advertising board
spaces left!
  The boards are all 8’x3’ and
you would have the choice of
where your board would be
located from among the
remaining spaces.

 There are spaces dotted
around the ground but the
majority can be found in
front of the main stand down
to the far corner flag (see
photo).
 Situated opposite the
'Popular Side', your boards
are guaranteed to be viewed
by hundreds of people every 

 week.
  Our boards cost £300 each
per annum, plus VAT, with the
cost of production of an 8’x3’
board at £145 plus VAT in year
one.
 Please send an email to
commercial@horshamfc.co.uk
for more information about
pricing and sponsorship deals.

number of roles, and is currently part
of the marketing team, while he will
also help run the new online club shop
which launches soon.
  A taxi driver by day, his favourite
memory comes from the season before
last. He said: "There have been loads
of good moments but the 2018/19
Play-Off win is probably up there, given
everything the club had been through
in the previous decade."
    Mark, who admitted he'd love to see
us lift the Sussex Senior Cup some day,
can't hide his love for  his role as a
committee member.
   He said: "I love working with so many
good people and I feel I am doing
something positive for the community."
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