
 
rane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and ensuring 
there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid season. I 
can't wait !! 
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The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism 

and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any forms of discriminatory 

abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be reported to the 

Football Association for action by that association. 
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        P W D L F A Pts 

1 Horsham 10 7 2 1 18 6 23 

2 Folkestone Invicta 10 7 2 1 19 9 23 

3 Hornchurch 10 7 1 2 24 6 22 

4 Enfield Town 9 6 2 1 19 9 20 

5 East Thurrock United 11 6 1 4 21 16 19 

6 Haringey Borough 9 5 1 3 13 8 16 

7 Worthing 9 5 1 3 20 19 16 

8 Carshalton Athletic 9 5 1 3 14 13 16 

9 Cray Wanderers 9 3 5 1 16 10 14 

10 Potters Bar Town 9 3 4 2 16 14 13 

11 Margate 9 3 3 3 13 13 12 

12 Bognor Regis Town 9 3 1 5 15 15 10 

13 Merstham 9 3 1 5 10 12 10 

14 Kingstonian 9 2 4 3 7 12 10 

15 Cheshunt 10 3 1 6 10 16 10 

16 Lewes 9 2 3 4 13 17 9 

17 Leatherhead 10 2 3 5 16 22 9 

18 Bishop’s Stortford 9 3 0 6 13 26 9 

19 Bowers & Pitsea 8 2 2 4 9 11 8 

20 Brightlingsea Regnt 11 2 2 7 10 23 8 

21 Wingate & Finchley 9 1 3 5 5 17 6 

22 Corinthian-Casuals 9 0 3 6 5 12 3 

         

 

 

        P W D L F A Pts 

1 Folkestone Invicta 5 4 1 0 13 5 13 

2 Haringey Borough 5 4 0 1 10 4 12 

3 Hornchurch 5 3 1 1 13 4 10 

4 East Thurrock United 5 3 0 2 11 8 9 

5 Carshalton Athletic 5 3 0 2 9 8 9 

6 Horsham 4 2 2 0 8 3 8 

7 Enfield Town 5 2 2 1 11 8 8 

8 Bowers & Pitsea 4 2 1 1 8 6 7 

9 Potters Bar Town 5 2 1 2 8 9 7 

10 Merstham 5 2 1 2 5 6 7 

11 Margate 5 1 3 1 9 8 6 

12 Bishop's Stortford 4 2 0 2 8 10 6 

13 Worthing 4 2 0 2 6 9 6 

GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the 
ground: musical instruments, drums, klaxons, 
air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke bombs, 
flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any 
object that may be deemed to be dangerous. 
Spectators may not bring alcohol or food and 
drink into the ground. Spectators must, if 
required, submit themselves to be  searched 
in order that the club can prevent any prohibited 
items from being brought into the ground. The 
club reserves the right to eject from the ground 
and prosecute any person who has: 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by 

or club official, steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or 

used obscene, racist or insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or 

floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism 

against Horsham Football Club  
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the 

clubhouse building 
 
The following are not allowed in the ground 
under any circumstances: 

 Ball games, scooters, skateboards etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators must 
remain behind the pitch barrier at all times. All 
vehicles are parked in the car park at the 
owner’s risk and the Horsham Football Club 
accepts no liability for any losses or damage to 
vehicles of any kind.  

 

BetVictor Isthmian Premier Division  

October 200 Club results 

1. David Hempstead No.109 £100 

2. Tim Harrison         No.104 £ 40 

3. Mark Butler           No. 38  £ 20  

 

If you would like to take part in our popular monthly draw 

for just £2.50 per month, and stand a chance of winning 

up to £300, or would like to take additional numbers, 

please speak to a club official or visit our website 

www.horshamfc.co.uk/200-club for details  

http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/


 
 
  

 
For the second successive October, Vanarama are rebranding to MANarama - and once again 
we want to help raise bucket loads of money for a very worthy cause. Last year, Vanarama - the 
official vehicle leasing partner of the BetVictor Isthmian League - teamed up with Prostate 
Cancer UK and the country’s Non-League clubs to raise a fantastic £150,000 to help the fight. 
 

We were proud to play a part and thanks to so many people it was a job well done, but there’s 
one issue - we soon remembered that the disease kills one man every 45 minutes in the UK. 
 

So we couldn’t just sit back a year on and think we’ve done our bit. Far from it in fact! We’re back 
with a six-week campaign and we’ve got a rather famous face to help spread the message as we 
try to raise awareness as well as much-needed money. 
 

Film star and former Non-League footballer Vinnie Jones’ life has been touched by cancer 
recently and it’s something he was desperate to put his name to. Now he is urging ‘proper football 
clubs’ and ‘proper supporters’ to raise ‘proper money’ - you can’t say no to Vinnie, right?! 
 

He said: “I am beyond proud to back this MANarama campaign. It combines two things which are 
so important to me; grass-roots football and fighting cancer. I started playing football in Non-
League so I know that these clubs are at the heart of local communities. I don’t need to explain 
why the fight against cancer is so important for me. Non-League football is proper football and I’d 
urge all Non-League clubs and all the proper supporters out there to raise some proper money 
for this brilliant cause.” 
 

So how can you help?  
We need you! So get involved with the MANarama campaign as we try to combat Prostate Cancer 
together.  
Give... donate to Prostate Cancer via text 
Go... then bring others into play by sharing on social media with #GiveAndGo. 
 

Donate by texting "MAN £10", "MAN £5" or "MAN £3" (depending on the amount you want to 
donate) to 70004 & help stop prostate cancer from being a killer. Texts costs £10, £5 or £3 plus 
network charge. Prostate Cancer UK receives 100% of your donation. Obtain bill payers 
permission. Customer care tel: 0800 082 1616. Charity No 100554 

 



 
  

Greetings 
When we had all got over the excitement and, in some cases, astonishment of winning the play-offs 
and consequent promotion at the end of last season’s campaign in the South East Division, I am sure 
that even the most ardent Hornets supporter would not have predicted that our beloved club would 
stand proudly at the top of the pile in the Premier Division after ten matches. 

Yet that is where we find ourselves after Saturday’s thrilling encounter with then league leaders Hornchurch. 
It was a brilliant match between two fine teams that demonstrates the quality of this league, played out in 
front of a magnificent and vocal crowd of 619. 

But of course, now that we have reached that dizzy height every opposing team will be looking to knock us 
off our perch and this brings us to our visitors, Carshalton Athletic, whose players, officials and supporters 
we welcome as old friends to the Camping World Community Stadium. 

The Robins stand in eighth place, seven points behind the Hornets but with a game in hand. They are having 
a fine run in the FA Cup, beating Lowestoft Town in the 3rd Qualifying Round on Saturday. Matches between 
the two clubs have always been keenly contested and doubtless that will be the case this evening. Enjoy! 

I hope you will share my view that the club has come a long way in a very short time. After being homeless 
for a decade, with our budget inevitably squeezed in order to make ends meet, we are now proud owners of 
the freeholds of not only the Camping World Community Stadium but also the Holbrook Club, both valuable 
assets. We are debt-free and able to generate the income we need to stay that way through sponsorship, 
hire of the facilities and the clubhouse and bar. Heinz, our chef, has transformed our matchday food by 
providing quality that is not normally found at non-league football grounds and Kev and his team work so 
hard to meet demand in the bar. 

But most important is that the new facility has been embraced by the people of the Horsham District – not 
just our loyal supporters but a new generation who have never previously been to a Horsham FC match. And 
what is so encouraging that you are all coming back, match after match, in your numbers. Long may it last. 

Of course, we recognise that to continue apace we need to have an on-field product that you can all enjoy, 
and I must pay tribute to Dom, his coaching staff and the players for delivering on that front. We have lost 
just once in the league, against Folkestone in a match where we missed a last minute penalty which would 
have ensured a draw. But not only have they got the results but, as important, we have achieved them with 
entertaining, flowing football that is a delight to behold.  

On Saturday, we have yet another journey through the Dartford Tunnel to Bishop’s Stortford. The coach will 
leave the Park & Ride at 1100 and supporters are welcome to join the team for the usual fare of £13. Book 
your place with Annie in the club office on 01403 458854 or email admin@horshamfc.co.uk. 

One of the great things about having our own home is that we have been able to expand our portfolio of 
teams. We now have at least one side at each age-group between Under 11s and Under 16s and we have 
reintroduced the Under 23 team which plays in the Isthmian Development League. All of them are doing 
really well and our aim is to add further teams next season. 

The Under 23s, under the management of former-captain Mark Hawthorne, have won their opening two 
league fixtures at Three Bridges and South Park as well as achieving a convincing victory against Arundel in 
the Sussex Under 23 Cup, with the reward of a second round home tie with local club Broadbridge Heath on 
Thursday 31 October. They have two home league games coming up – Ramsgate providing the opposition 
next Tuesday and Tooting & Mitcham United on Monday the 21st. Admission is just £4 for Adults and £2 for 
Concessions so come along and cheer the boys on.  

Running a football club such as ours does need a lot of resourcing and we are lucky to have a happy band 
of volunteers without whose support we would have real issues. We are always on the look-out for fresh 
blood, whether it is at board level, on the committee or just to help on matchdays. We have a lot of laughs 
together and quite frankly it is good fun to be at the heart of your local community club. If you would like to 
put yourself forward or learn more, have a word with any club official or contact Committee Chairman Sean 
Bravery, telephone 07909 541134/email seanbravery@gmail.com. 

Finally, I am sponsoring tonight’s match and Pete Little is providing the matchball to whom grateful thanks. 
Enjoy the game – COME ON YOU HORNETS! 
 
Jeff 
 

 

mailto:admin@horshamfc.co.uk


 
  

 

 

http://www.smithgadd.co.uk
http://www.bryantfixings.co.uk


 
  

 

Good evening and we extend a warm welcome to the supporters, players and management of Carshalton. 
  
Carshalton had a brilliant win on Saturday in the FA Cup and we know just what a great side they are after 
facing them many times over the last few years and also seeing them reach the play offs last season. 
  
We have a number of injury concerns tonight and I really hope a few pull through and that we can continue 
to do ourselves justice at this level. 
  
The boys were fantastic Saturday and I am sure anyone at the game will have felt they once again got value 
for money in our performance. Hornchurch were a classy side but we did well to neutralise their threats where 
possible and cause them some problems with some of our play. 
  
We are certainly not getting over-excited as we know we have a really tough month ahead and Carshalton 
tonight offers another test for our boys and one which we will relish. 
  
Enjoy the game!  
 
Dom 
 

 
Dom getting the message across in Saturday’s victory against Hornchurch with Adam and Jimmy in pensive mood 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the boss 

Hire the Hornets’ Magnificent New Clubhouse for your Function 

Speak to Kev or Annie in the Clubhouse 

Telephone 01403 458854 

Email admin@horshamfc.co.uk 



 
  

 



 
  

BetVictor Isthmian League Premier Division round-up 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ben Marlow got the Rocks winner six minutes from time.  

Leatherhead have finally began to climb the table, and they recorded a convincing three-nil win against 
Cheshunt. Ibrahim Olutade and Travis Gregory got two before the break, Tommy Wood added the third 
just after the hour. 

Nine Premier Division Clubs were involved in FA Cup 3rd Qualifying Round Action. Enfield Town had a trip 
to Sussex to visit Isthmian newcomers Chichester City. In the previous round Chi knocked out a Step Three 
side from the BetVictor Southern Premier, Hartley Wintney, by defeating them 1-0 in a replay. Yesterday 
they did it again, but this time it was one of our own. The one goal came four minutes from time, and Lloyd 
Rowlatt got it in front of a crowd of 515.  

Margate travelled to Wiltshire to face Salisbury, and my goodness they put their hosts to the sword, a double 
from Noel Leighton, one from Kadell Daniel and an own goal putting them four-one up after sixty five 
minutes. Salisbury got their second goal in the last minute, but it really didn’t matter as Gate marched on. 

Tonight’s visitors to the Camping World Community Stadium Carshalton Athletic made the long trip to the 
Suffolk coast to take on Lowestoft Town. The journey home will have seemed much shorter as the Robins 
ran out 2-1 winners, a double from Ricky Korboa doing the damage. 

Isthmian North outfit Ware finally lost a match, Potters Bar Town travelling to Wodson Park for a local 
derby and winning two-one despite falling behind in the eighth minute. Olu Akinsanya put the Blues ahead, 
but their lead lasted only seven minutes before James Budden equalised, and Josh Hutchinson broke home 
hearts with a last minute winner for the Scholars. 

Haringey Borough are only one win away from equalling their FA Cup record of last season, a Dimitri 
Froxylias penalty the only goal of the game against Cray Wanderers- who lost for the first time since 14 
August. 

We have two replays in midweek. The first will be at Bowers & Pitsea, who drew 1-1 at Canvey Island. The 
second will be rather more than an eight mile trip for the visitors, as Kingstonian will have to travel all the 
way to Weston-Super-Mare after a last minute equaliser earned the visitors to King George’s Field a replay. 
Reece Hall had earlier put the K’s ahead. 

Sadly Corinthian-Casuals, who have had such a torrid start to the league season, travelled to Kings 
Langley and fell to a 3-0 defeat. 

In other ties featuring Isthmian League clubs, Whyteleafe, are also through. Leafe travelled to Abbey 
Rangers determined not to be the latest ‘giants’ slain, and put in a professional performance to win 2-0. 
Both goals came in the second half, Ronald Sobowale and Junior Aikhionbare with them. 

Maldon & Tiptree are having an excellent season. The Jammers came into their match against Chertsey 
Town on the back of twelve successive victories, and match thirteen was anything but unlucky as they 
smashed home SIX goals. Charlee Hughes got three of them, Jorome Slew got two, and Laste Dombaxe 
got the final one in the last minute, whilst Kevin Maclaren got a consolation for the Curfews. 

However, Tooting & Mitcham United fell to defeat for the first time this season as Poole Town left Imperial 
Fields with a 2-0 victory, 

 

 

Results 
Saturday October 5th  
Folkestone Invicta 3 Brightlingsea 2 
Horsham 1 Hornchurch 0 
Leatherhead 3 Cheshunt 0 
Worthing 2 East Thurrock United 31  
 
Emirates FA Cup 3rd qualifying rd 
Canvey Island 1 Bowers & Pitsea 1 
Chichester City 1 Enfield Town 0 
Haringey Boro' 1 Cray Wanderers 0 
Kings Langley 3 Corinthian-Cas 0 
Kingstonian 1 Weston-SM 1 
Lowestoft 1 Carshalton Athletic 2 
Salisbury 2 Margate 4 
Ware 1 Potters Bar Town 2 
 
 
 

 

What Manager of the Month curse? Horsham are the new leaders of 
the BetVictor Isthmian Premier Division after defeating the former 
leaders, Hornchurch, 1-0 at the Camping World Community Stadium. 
Charlie Harris got the only goal ten minutes from time in front of a crowd 
of six hundred and nineteen. 

Folkestone Invicta leapfrog the Urchins into second place. They were 
made to fight for the points by Brightlingsea Regent, but eventually 
won by the odd goal in five. A Kieron McCann double and one from 
Jerson Dos Santos saw Invicta go one-nil, two-one and three-one up, 
whilst Romario Dunne and a Billy Hunt penalty found the net for the 
visitors. 

East Thurrock United twice came from behind to win at Worthing and 
climb to fifth place. Reece Myles-Meekums gave the hosts the lead, and 
although Frankie Merrifield equalised they were level for only four 
minutes before Worthing went in front once more, Joel Colbran with the 
goal. Thirteen minutes after the break Merrifield levelled the game, and  

 

 



 
  

 
 
Saturday 5th October 2019 
Horsham 1 Hornchurch 0 
Isthmian League Premier Division 
 

It’s a sentence I never expected to write. Horsham are top of the Isthmian Premier League. 

Four years on from our first season in county football in over fifty years, the Hornets moved to the summit of 
the Isthmian Premier Division for the first time in 13 years. After a brief spell at the top in 2006, our debut 
season at this level, we can once again now say with confidence that this is the highest we’ve ever been. 
It’s a remarkable story. Steered by Dom Di Paola and his impressive coaching team, Horsham have defied 
expectations once again to stake an early claim of first place. 

The match was set to be our toughest test. Hornchurch, arrived at The Camping World Community Stadium 
in high spirits having recorded seven victories already. Their free scoring had seen one of the title favourites 
move to the top of the tree in double quick time. The division’s top scorers (24 goals) were setting up against 
the league’s best defence. Our back line had only conceded six league goals so far, a statistic worthy of the 
league’s ‘Defence of the Month’ award in September for the second-placed Hornets. 

And, as this top-of-the-table clash got underway, it wouldn’t take long before the league’s best defence were 
thrown their first conundrum. Captain Will Miles going down injured in the ninth minute forced the hosts into 
an early change with Dylan Merchant coming on to replace him. Yet Merchant’s arrival was as seamless as 
ever, as he slotted in alongside Joe Shelley. 

The home side settled quickly with Charlie Harris firing wide before Chris Smith spurned a glorious 
opportunity. Capitalising on a Ricky Hayles error, the forward raced towards goal, but his tame effort was an 
easy pick-up for Joe Wright. Hornchurch looked to make us pay and were left rueing a chance of their own 
midway through the first half. A misplaced pass from Shelley found George Saunders who showed a quick 
turn of pace to beat Harvey Sparks but the winger’s delivery bounced wide. Harry Mills had a long-range 
effort caught comfortably by Wright before the Urchins were in again. A mix-up from a Hornets throw saw a 
rare error from ‘keeper George Bentley fall to Chris Dickson moments before half-time. However, the striker’s 
goal bound effort was cleared acrobatically off the line. 

After the break, Kieron Pamment curled narrowly wide after skilfully wrong-footing Remi Sutton before Jack 
Brivio struck the crossbar with a piledriver. The Urchins spurned their best chance of the match just before 
the hour, when a pass found Ronnie Winn in space, but the striker slid his effort wide.  Bentley was called 
into action in the 63rd minute, tipping over Daniel Uchechi’s powerful attempt before the hosts came close 
themselves when Pamment flashed a cross into Zack Newton sliding in but the substitute couldn’t make 
contact. A Sparks cross hit the post before a powerful Hornchurch header flew narrowly over the bar. 

Heading into the final ten minutes, a game full of nerves and tension finally found its opener. Pouncing on a 
loose ball, Harris unleashed a dipping effort which crashed off the crossbar. Newton collected the rebound, 
calmly laying off to Harris, who slotted into the corner. To say it woke up a typically raucous home crowd 
was an understatement. Roars echoed from the Octotech, bottled up relief reverberated around the main 
stand, even those in the Lines & James Family Stand were on their feet. And, for the first time in the game, 
the loud and proud visiting spectators were silenced as Horsham took the lead. From there on, it only looked 
like there would be one winner. Buoyed by a now electric atmosphere, the team who don’t know the meaning 
of the verb ‘to quit’, as evidenced by Tuesday night’s late drama at Corinthian-Casuals, were now in the 
ascendency. Seeing the game out for the final minutes, the Hornets, who would simply dismiss being called 
‘plucky’, had finally done it. 

It’s easy to get carried away, just as it is to accept this incredible run as the norm, neither of which we should 
do. ‘A marathon not a sprint’ are those immortal words designed to keep your feet on the ground. And, 
though it couldn’t be truer in this case, I’m sure, after far too many years of mediocrity and disappointment, 
Horsham fans can be afforded just a moment to allow this achievement to sink in. Whether we sustain our 
current status is not the point, these moments are what every non-league football fan dreams of, and by 
heck are we going to enjoy it whilst we can. 

 
Team: George Bentley, Harry Mills, Harvey Sparks, Jack Brivio, Joe Shelley, Will Miles (Dylan Merchant), Rob 
O’Toole (Zack Newton), Lea Dawson, Chris Smith (Lee Harding), Charlie Harris, Kieron Pamment. 
 

Reporter: Matt Jones 

Match report 



 

 

  

 

 



 

 

  
Carshalton Athletic can trace its roots to two separate teams playing in the town in the early twentieth 
century; Mill Lane Mission (formerly registered in 1905 but founded two years earlier) and Carshalton 
St Andrews (1897). It was agreed that the two clubs would amalgamate and the new team, now 
playing under the current name, played their first match on September 7th, 1907. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The inter-wars years were relatively uneventful, with the Surrey Intermediate Cup their only success. They 
remained in the Suburban League before becoming founding members of the Surrey Senior League in 1922, 
at the same time gaining senior status that enabled them to enter FA national competitions and county senior 
cups for the first time. However, before they could participate in either the FA Cup or FA Amateur Cup, work 
had to be undertaken to get the Colston Avenue facilities up to the required standard and it was thanks to 
the support and generosity of local volunteers and donors that they were able to do so in the absence of any 
help from the local district council.  
 
In 1946/47, Carshalton joined the Corinthian League and although they finished 4th in their second season, 
the first few years were fairly indifferent. But the appeal of the club was growing as was proven by an 8,000 
attendance for their 3rd qualifying round FA Cup tie in 1950. Back-to-back league titles were won in 1953 
and 1954 and, in 1955, Carshalton reached the final of the Surrey Senior Shield and the quarter-finals of the 
Amateur Cup for the first time. By the time of their successful election to the Athenian League in 1956, its 
supporters club had swelled to over 2,000 members. For the next 17 years the club competed in the league 
with very little success, never really threatening to win the title and finishing bottom of the table twice. Cup 
success was just as limited although Carshalton made a second appearance in the last 4 of the FA Amateur 
Cup and reached a first-ever Senior Cup final in 1958, going down 1-0 to Dulwich Hamlet. 
 
In 1973/74 a promotion of sorts was achieved as they joined Horsham in becoming a founder member of the 
newly-created Isthmian League Division 2, finishing 3rd in 1976. They followed that up by coming runners-
up to Boreham Wood to move up to the Premier Division but it wasn't for another decade that they achieved 
a top half finish in the 22 team division. The best that could be offered to supporters during this period was 
a solitary cup run that took the club to the second round of the FA Cup for the first time before losing to 4th 
Division Torquay United. Years of upheaval saw Athletic have 8 different managers and it was only the final 
appointment of Billy Smith, in August 1986, that began to turn the club's fortunes around. 
 
The first Billy Smith era last nearly 9 years and was the most successful period in the club's history. During 
his time in charge, Carshalton twice reached the first round of the FA Cup, won the Surrey Senior Cup 3 
times in 4 years, reached its highest-ever placing in the league in 1988/89 and won the London Challenge 
Cup in 1991. However, this period was brought to an end when Smith left to take charge of Kingstonian and 
a rapid turnover of managers followed. That's not to say there weren't highlights; under John Rains they 
reached the FA Trophy 3rd round, Gary Kilby led them to the 1st round of the FA Cup, and Gary Bowyer twice 
led a successful fight against relegation. But in 2000, with the club in severe financial difficulties, ownership 
changed hands twice, Bowyer was dismissed, the clubhouse was destroyed in an arson attack, and the 
ground's landlords threatened the club with eviction for breaching their lease. 
 
At the end of the 2000/01 season Carshalton were relegated to Division 1 but two years later, under new 
manager Graham Roberts, formerly of Tottenham Hotspur and England, they beat Horsham in the final 
match of the season to win the title for a quick return to the Premier Division. The following year they finished 
7th, thus qualifying for the new Conference South. An ambitious £12 million plan to rebuild the ground fell 
through, leading to the resignation of chairman Steve Friend and returning manager Billy Smith, but under 
new boss Jimmy Bolton the club retained their place in Conference South in 2004/5. However, in their 
centenary season of 2005/6, Carshalton Athletic suffered relegation back to the Isthmian League after ending 
 

Introducing 

CARSHALTON ATHLETIC 
 

 

The fledgling club earned three successive promotions from 1908, culminating in 
promotion to the Junior Division of the Southern Suburban League and, in the years 
prior to the outbreak of WW1, they won both the Division One West and East titles as 
well as a number of cup competitions. During the war, their home at Wrythe Green Rec 
was given over to agricultural use, meaning that upon their reformation in 1919 they 
had to play on a number of different grounds before moving to the current Colston 
Avenue site during the 1920/21 season.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

just one place off the bottom of the table.  
 
The new millennium did little to help the club's financial problems. Like many clubs at the time, Carshalton 
found it difficult to pay its bills and was severely overstretched by a hefty playing budget. But although the 
previous season's relegation was a blow, the club was not new to hard times, having been on the edge of 
bankruptcy numerous times over the preceding two decades in which 5 different owners had past through 
the Colston Avenue gates and a long line of chairmen. In 2008 the club was technically insolvent and despite 
having some success in establishing some stability, there were large tax bills that the club could not pay. 
 
Local businessman Paul Dipre purchased Carshalton Athletic in 2008, paid off the substantial bills and set 
out a 10-year plan to develop the club into a community hub, promising to rejuvenate the club from the 
bottom up. A mid-table finished was achieved in 2006/07 but a string of disappointing early results the 
following season saw manager Dave Garland replaced by Hayden Bird, who introduced an attractive style 
of play. But it needed a final day win over Tonbridge Angels to maintain their status. The 2008/9 season was 
the first under Dipre's full ownership and the club began a long-term investment program to renew its 
crumbling facilities, as well as axing their reserves and junior teams in favour of a new academy and junior 
section.  
 
The first year under Dipre saw Carshalton reach the play-off final, losing out to Staines Town in extra-time, 
while the decision to modernise the club badge and revert to the club's original colours of red divided 
supporters. Bird resigned in September 2009, after which he was succeeded by Ian Hazel, Francis Vines 
and Mark Butler before Dipre himself took over the reins. The manager-owner's first season ended in 16th 
but the FA Trophy brought greater cheer, particularly a 3-1 win against Lincoln City. At the beginning of the 
following season, Dipre stood down as manager and coach Tommy Williams, a former Carshalton player, 
took the role on from October 2012. During that same year, Carshalton Athletic was bestowed with 3 
community club awards including South-East Regional Community Club of the Year and National Community 
Club of the Year, following that up in 2013 with a UEFA silver award for the best grassroots club in Europe! 
 
Despite finishing in 21st place in Williams' first season as manager, Athletic were spared relegation due to a 
points deduction and subsequent demotion suffered by Thurrock. But the reprieve was short-lived as, under 
Stuart Massey, the club were relegated to the Ryman South Division at the end of 2013/14. Following a 
reasonable 2015/16, in which they finished 10th, the club decided on a new approach to the first team 
management structure and installed Peter Adeniyi, Ted Dale and Mike Gilham as manager, head coach and 
coach respectively, although Gilham later left to take up a role at Fulham's Academy. The decision looked 
to have paid dividends as the club remained in the play-off places for much of the 2016/17 season, only to 
finish a place outside. Yet they made up for that disappointment the following year when winning the Ryman 
South Division by 3 points from runners-up Lewes with a club record 102 points. They went agonisingly close 
to making it back-to-back promotions last season when finishing runners-up, only to lose to Merstham in the 
play-offs. 
 
A decision to install a 3G pitch, and undertake an entire refurbishment of the ground between May 2016 and 
August 2017, has seen Colston Avenue become a busy 7 days a week sports and community hub. 
 
 
 
 

 

Above: Colston Avenue, home of Carshalton Athletic FC 



 

 

  

Horsham were given a rude introduction to Carshalton Athletic FC when, in 1961, they were beaten 8-2 in 
an FA Amateur Cup 1st qualifying round tie at Colston Avenue. Things have been more even since, with 
Carshalton edging the wins with 18 to Horsham's 16, with meetings  in the Premier Midweek Floodlight 
League, Athenian and Isthmian Leagues, League Cup and FA Cup. The Hornets' biggest win in this fixture 
came in August 2008, with a 5-1 away win, but tonight we have chosen to look back on the first-ever Athenian 
League meeting and a soggy midweek trip to Surrey in our debut campaign in the Premier Division. 

 

We’ve met before 
 

Carshalton Athletic 4 Horsham 1 
Tuesday October 27th 1970 
Athenian League Division One 
 
On a perfect pitch, and in windy conditions, Horsham 
were given the complete run around by an all-action 
Carshalton side who could well have doubled their 
goal tally. In this situation the cool head of player-
coach Roy Osborne could have proved invaluable, 
but he had opted for the touchline bench in favour of 
the returning Ross Gumpright. Also watching the 
game was centre-back John West, nursing a broken 
finger. His covering and experience were missed, for 
it was significant that three of Carshalton’s goals 
came from set-pieces.  
 
The first, after twenty minutes, was headed in by 
centre-half Grimwood off right-back Rodney Ralfe’s 
boot from a corner-kick, while the second, twelve 
minutes later, was headed home by centre-forward 
Burnham from a thirty-five yard free-kick. Number 
three, just after the break, was taken on the run by 
inside-right McDermott and another free-kick 
enabled right-winger Kinsey  to lob a header over 
Dai Mason into the net. Carshalton eventually paid 
for their well-marshalled offside trap when John Ford 
broke half the length of the pitch before slipping the 
ball past the ‘keeper. 
 
 
Horsham: Dai Mason, Rodney Ralfe, Wilf Hugill, 
George Wakeling, Dennis Strudwick, Jimmy Wond, 
John Ford, Barry Steer, Ross Gumpright, John 
Gregory, Tex Wiltshire Sub Don Hollands 
 
Carshalton: I Munro, I Braisted, P Amato, D 
Francis, M Grimwood, S Scott, D McDermott, P 
Kinsley, L Burnham, A Stonebridge, D Clarke  Sub 
A Ashley 
 
 
The Hornets gained their revenge in the return 
match at Queen Street in May, where a Roy 
Osborne brace and a Murphy own goal gave 
Horsham the victory that ultimately saw them finish 
one place and two points ahead of Carshalton. Both 
sides would spend just two more seasons in the 
Athenian League before being accepted into the 
newly-formed Isthmian League Division Two. 

Carshalton Athletic 1 Horsham 3 
Tuesday February 13th 2007 
Ryman League Premier Division 
 
Torrential rain had caused the abandonment of this 
fixture the month before but there were no such 
problems this time, despite the fact that it rained 
incessantly throughout the 90 minutes. The home 
side took just 7 minutes to open the score when Luke 
Fontana beat Kevin Hemsley before planting a shot 
past Alan Mansfield and into the net. A flying save by 
Mansfield prevented Fontana from adding a second 
before Horsham scored twice in a minute to take the 
lead. On-loan striker Lee Farrell bagged the first, 
converting a Nigel Brake pass, and John Westcott 
made it 2-1 following some excellent play by Carl 
Rook.  
 
Horsham finished the first half on top and the game 
continued in the same vein after the break, with Gary 
Charman, Lewis Taylor and sub Lee Carney all going 
close, so it was no surprise when the visitors 
extended their advantage with a quarter of an hour to 
go. Jacob Mingle played a delightful first time ball into 
the path of Farrell, who signed off his loan spell from 
Lewes by taking the ball round 'keeper Aaron Howe 
to score his second of the night for a repeat of the 
scoreline when the two sides had met in the League 
Cup, earlier in the season.  
 
Horsham: Alan Mansfield, Stuart Myall, Nigel Brake, 
Eddie French, Kevin Hemsley, Lewis Taylor, Jacob 
Mingle, John Westcott, Lee Farrell, Carl Rook, Gary 
Charman Used sub Lee Carney 
 
Carshalton: Aaron Howe, Simon Cooper, Liam 
Harwood, David Graves, Jon Cartledge, Jerome 
Maledon, Mark Marshall, Barry Moore, Luke 
Fontana, Rob Haworth, Ben Ratner Used subs: 
Alhajie Jabbie, Charlie Side 
 
Horsham ended their debut season in the Isthmian 
League Premier Division in 8th spot, their highest-
ever league placing, Carshalton finished in 13th. The 
Robins had earlier provided the opposition for 
Horsham's first home match at this level when, under 
the captaincy of current Horsham U23s coach Mark 
Hawthorne, they took a share of the points thanks to 
Colin Hartburn's 90th minute goal, cancelling out Carl 
Rook's opener for the Hornets.    



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2019/20 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

10 Aug LEATHERHEAD LGE 1-1 711 O'Toole 9 

13 Aug Bognor Regis Town LGE 1-1 545 O'Toole 12 

17 Aug Enfield Town LGE 4-1 333 Smith 2, Harris, Newton                                  7 

24 Aug Tower Hamlets FAC 6-1 89 Miles, Smith 2, Newton, OG, Rance  
26 Aug Lewes LGE 2-0 600 Hayward, Shelley 6 

31 Aug  FOLKESTONE INVICTA LGE 0-1 622  9 

07 Sep Metropolitan Police FAC 1-1 143 Smith 9 

10 Sep METROPOLITAN POLICE FAC 3-2 445 Sparks, Smith 2 9 

14 Sep Brightlingsea Regent LGE 4-0 166 Smith 3, Harris 7 

17 Sep WINGATE & FINCHLEY LGE 2-1 412 Harris, Smith 4 

21 Sep DARTFORD FAC 0-2 902  5 

28 Sep Cheshunt LGE 1-0 197 OG 3 

01 Oct Corinthian-Casuals LGE 2-1 177 Brivio, Lavery 2 

05 Oct HORNCHURCH LGE 1-0 619 Harris 1 

08 Oct CARSHALTON ATH LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

12 Oct Bishop's Stortford LGE     

19 Oct MERSTHAM LGE     

22 Oct CRAY WANDERERS LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

02 Nov Haringey Borough LGE     

09 Nov BOWERS & PITSEA LGE     

16 Nov Potters Bar Town LGE     

23 Nov Kingstonian LGE     

30 Nov MARGATE LGE     

07 Dec Folkestone Invicta LGE     

14 Dec EAST THURROCK UTD LGE     

26 Dec Worthing LGE     

01 Jan LEWES LGE     

04 Jan Hornchurch LGE     

11 Jan CORINTHIAN-CASUALS LGE     

18 Jan Merstham LGE     

25 Jan BISHOP'S STORTFORD LGE     

01 Feb Cray Wanderers LGE     

08 Feb HARINGEY BOROUGH LGE     

15 Feb Leatherhead LGE     

18 Feb BOGNOR REGIS TOWN LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

22 Feb CHESHUNT LGE     

29 Feb Carshalton Athletic LGE     

07 Mar POTTERS BAR TOWN LGE     

14 Mar Bowers & Pitsea LGE     

21 Mar ENFIELD TOWN LGE     

28 Mar East Thurrock United LGE     

04 Apr BRIGHTLINGSEA REG. LGE     

11 Apr Wingate & Finchley LGE     

13 Apr WORTHING LGE     

18 Apr KINGSTONIAN LGE     

25 Apr Margate LGE     

 (Home fixtures in CAPITALS) 

  Key: LGE – BetVictor Isthmian Premier Division, FAC – FA Cup  

 



 

 

  

Match sponsors 2019/2020 
Horsham Football Club would like to thank all this season's match & matchball sponsors 

Date Opponent Match sponsor (£90) Matchball sponsor (£30) 

10.08.19 Leatherhead Lello Business Pete Tanner 

31.08.19 Folkestone Invicta Horsham 1881 Blue Stragglers 

17.09.19 Wingate & Finchley Mid-Sussex Cars Ltd Jonathan Kenworthy 

21.09.19 Dartford Dual Strength & Fitness Pete Little 

05.10.19 Hornchurch Horsham & Crawley Counselling Group Richard Eastwood 

21.09.19 Carshalton Athletic Jeff Barrett Pete Little 

19.10.19 Merstham Octotech In memory of Roy Wells 

22.10.19 Cray Wanderers   

09.11.19 Bowers & Pitsea Monksgate Business Services Matt and Jack Dale 

30.11.19 Margate   

14.12.19 East Thurrock United  Joe Clarke 

01.01.20 Lewes Jim Rae Pete Little 

11.01.19 Corinthian-Casuals SEUCL  

25.01.20 Bishop's Stortford   

08.02.20 Haringey Borough   

18.02.20 Bognor Regis Town Matt and Jack Dale Kevin Baxter 

22.02.20 Cheshunt   

07.03.20 Potters Bar Town Horsham 1881 Ian Dunscombe 

21.03.20 Enfield Town Shirley 'Patricia' Rae Ian Dunscombe 

04.04.20 Brightlingsea Regent  Ian Dunscombe 

13.04.20 Worthing Paul William Arnold Ian Dunscombe 

18.04.20 Kingstonian Neil Richmond Ian Dunscombe 

Full match sponsorship is available for £90 and includes 2 free tickets, reserved parking, boardroom 
hospitality, complimentary signed programmes, selection and presentation of the Man of the Match award, 
programme and PA acknowledgement. Email commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk for more details 

 

 

Travel in style with the Hornets this 
season 

 

Bishop's Stortford v Horsham 

 
Isthmian League Premier Division 

Saturday 12th October 2019 

Depart Horsham Park & Ride @ 11am 

Cost: £13 return 

Book your place by contacting admin@horshamfc.co.uk 

or call 01403 458854 

In association with Heritage Coaches 

 Air-conditioned 

 Fully seat-belted 

 Toilet  

 Comfort 

 

 



 

  

 
  

Substitute appearances 
in brackets 

2019/2020 Career 

League Cup Total Total 

Player Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals Apps Goals 

George Bentley 10  3  13  13 0 

Jack Brivio 7(5) 1 (2)  9 1 54 10 

Lea Dawson 9  4  13  13 0 

Ben Dyatt 1    1  1 0 

Lee Harding 7 (2)  3 (1)  10  50 11 

Charlie Harris 10 (1) 4 4  14 4 52 12 

George Hayward 6 (2) 1   6 1 52 5 

Josh James   1  1  9 0 

Alex Kelly 8 (4)  4  12  12 0 

Kieran Lavery 8 (3) 1 2  10 1 33 4 

Dylan Merchant 4 (1)  (1)  5  39 1 

Steve Metcalf 5  2 (1)  8  132 9 

Will Miles 7  4 1 11 1 18 1 

Harry Mills 6 (1)  3  9  9 0 

Zack Newton 10 (3) 1 4 (1) 1 14 2 14 2 

Jerry O'Sullivan 4    4  4 0 

Rob O'Toole 6 (3) 2 2 (1)  8 2 70 27 

Kieron Pamment 5(2)  (3)  8  61 24 

Jared Rance (3)  (1) 1 4 1 4 1 

Joe Shelley 8 1 4 (1)  12 1 147 31 

Chris Smith 9 6 4 5 13 11 57 34 

Harvey Sparks 7  4 1 11 1 52 3 

 

Player stats 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 

  

U23s MATCH REPORT 
Tuesday 1st October 
Horsham U23s 8 Arundel U23s 0 
(Sussex U23s Challenge Trophy 1st round) 
Report by Darryl Jacobs 
 
Horsham started brightly with a couple of breaks down the left forcing an early corner, but the set piece was 
cleared by the Arundel defence. Just after that, the Hornets won a free-kick on the left, about 40 yards from 
goal. The ball was delivered with pace and height into the Arundel penalty box and although striker Goddard 
rose highest, he was unable to keep his header down and the ball flew over the bar. The opening exchanges 
were not all one way and, on ten minutes, Arundel’s James Ayling had a half chance but dragged his shot 
well wide of goal. Horsham had been guilty of some overhit passes early on but started to get to grips with 
the zippy surface and, as a result of this, began to dictate most of the possession. In the 20th minute, 
receiving a ball from midfield, Kieran Holmes smartly slipped right winger Torin Paget through on goal, one-
on-one with the Arundel ‘keeper. However he seemed to have stumbled and missed the chance, but got 
clattered in the process and the referee pointed to the spot for what seemed a rather soft penalty. Up stepped 
Goddard who confidently, with that sweet left foot of his, put the ball to the ‘keeper’s left to open the scoring. 
The Hornets should have extended the lead just after when Paget was again through on goal but his shot 
was blocked and Holmes, following up, made a bit of a mess of the chance, missing from close range. It 
was not long, however, before the Hornets added to their lead when, in the 33rd minute, speedy winger 
William Gordon slipped in Goddard who, in acres of space, was able to advance on goal to pick his spot. 
The game was effectively over in the 37th minute when the Hornets were awarded another penalty and, 
once again, Goddard converted with aplomb for his hat-trick, this time hitting the ball a little straighter and 
lower but with the same positive result. The young Hornets were now smelling blood and against a slow, 
square, defence Goddard was a constant threat. Thinking much quicker than the opposition he punished 
them once more, receiving a quick throw in and then racing towards goal with defenders in his wake before 
sliding the ball in from a tight angle. Just before the break, the Mullets were able to mount a rare attack 
which led to a corner. The ball was well delivered, deep into the box, but although the Arundel header was 
on target, it was comfortably dealt with by Horsham keeper Jack Gunn. 
 
H/T Horsham 4 Arundel 0 
 
At half-time, manager Mark Hawthorne took off Holmes, who is working his way back to match fitness after 
a minor surgical procedure, in favour of midfielder Mateus Mulugeta and it did not take the substitute long 
to have an impact on the game. A run down the left wing by Gordon saw him evade a couple of tackles and 
he was able to slide the ball across to Mulugeta, who made room for himself and coolly hit a low drive into 
the bottom left hand corner from 20 yards. Goal number 6 came from Paget, who hit a speculative shot from 
distance which shouldn’t have unduly troubled Arundel goalie Nick Fisher. But he made a compete mess of 
it, allowing the ball to go through him into the net, much to the surprised delight of Paget. It was now damage 
limitation for the visitors and they would have been relieved to see the Hornets’ manager take off the 
outstanding Goddard, just on the hour mark, for Harry Brooker, but if the Arundel defenders thought their 
task would be any easier they were wrong. Brooker carried on where Goddard had left off, chipping in with 
goal number 7 and finishing smartly from yet another through ball that split open the visitors defence. 
Although the Arundel youngsters had not given up, there were some frustrations creeping in with one or two 
late tackles and some bickering aimed at the referee. And to cap a miserable night for the Mullets, their 
player Ollie Stonefrost got involved in one argument too many with the referee and, already on a booking, 
he was sent to the sin bin for 10 minutes. There was just time for one more goal, which was probably the 
best of the match. A wonderful through ball picked out the galloping Paget down the right wing and he 
continued into the box before unselfishly pulling the ball back for Brooker to stroke it into the net for his 
second and Horsham’s 8th goal. 
 
The Hornets will now meet local opponents Broadbridge Heath in the next round , venue and date to be 
announced shortly. 
 
Team: Jack Gunn (Lewis Blaney,65), Ned Pierre, Kieran Britland, Alexander Parsons, Trent Fawcett, Joel 
Mann (C), Torin Paget, Lewis Kelly (Ross Butterfill,88), Archie Goddard (Harry Brooker, 60), Kieran 
Holmes (Mateus Mulugeta,45), William Gordon 
 
 



 

 

  

September was rather an exciting month in League and Cup, but we’re focusing on the former, and here 
are our Manager of the Month winners, sponsored by Anderson Travel. 

September was rather an exciting month in League and Cup, but first we’re focusing on the former, 
and here are our Manager of the Month winners, sponsored by Anderson Travel. 

Horsham Manager Dom Di Paola won so many of these last season, as his side powered to South East 
Playoff success, that we think he’s probably got one in nearly every room of the house. Well now he’s got 
one for the downstairs toilet too, as we’re sending him another! Horsham have had a fabulous start to life 
in the Premier Division ending the month in second place. During September they won every league match, 
two of them away from home - beating Brightlingsea Regent, Cheshunt and Wingate & Finchley. 
Congratulations to Dom and to all at the Camping World Community Stadium. 

We’re heading to the other side of Southend and visiting Burroughs Park, home of Great Wakering 
Rovers. Rovers picked up seven points from their three North Division league matches in September, 
defeating Witham Town, walloping Romford and picking up a point at Basildon United, results which saw 
them break into the Playoff places. Congratulations go to Stephen Butterworth and his side. 

In South Central, Westfield had a magnificent September, and given it followed a superb August it’s hardly 
a flash in the pan! Three league matches saw three wins, and an aggregate score of thirteen-two in their 
favour - and although we don’t take cup matches into account here, it’s also worth mentioning an eight-nil 
hammering of FC Romania in the Velocity Trophy. If Tony Reid’s men carry on like this they might not need 
the playoffs this time around. Our plaudits go to Tony and his side at Woking Park. 

August was horrendous for South East outfit Phoenix Sports, which makes the way they bounced back 
in September even more remarkable. Three league matches, three victories, ten goals put past East 
Grinstead Town, Whitehawk and Hythe Town - it was almost as if the previous month had been nothing but 
a bad dream! Our congratulations go to all at Mayplace Road, and especially to Sports’ manager Paul 
Bryon. 

The Golden Gloves Awards sponsored by AB1 Goalkeeping have also been announced 

Horsham haven’t just had a magnificent September, they’ve had a magnificent season so far, and ended 
the month riding high in the upper reaches of the Premier Division table. September saw them play three 
league matches, record three league victories, and concede only one goal - so our award goes to the mean 
defence at the Camping World Community Stadium with keeper George Bentley winning a new pair of 
gloves. 

It’s a double award month too in the North for Great Wakering Rovers. Three league matches saw Rovers 
score seven goals, concede only two, and soar up the table. Congratulations and prizes are heading to 
Burroughs Park. 

Moving on to the South Central Division, Tooting & Mitcham United have been magnificent at both ends 
of the field - and in all competitions - but it's league matches alone we're looking at, and they had the best 
defence, conceding only one goal in their three games. Congratulations to all at Imperial Fields. 

Finally, Hastings United have been mean and moody in defence in the South East Division. Three league 
matches in September saw them concede only one goal, and not lose at all! They started this season as 
favourites for promotion, and they've continued to show why since it started. Congrats to the miserly 
defence at Pilot Field. 

Finally, onto the Performance of the Month awards sponsored by Supreme Trophies & Engraving. 

Corinthian-Casuals fans haven’t been given too much to shout about in the Premier Division so far this 
season, but it has been a different story in the FA Cup. A 4-0 First Qualifying Round victory over Sevenoaks 
Town saw the club handed a home draw against National League South Chelmsford City, and once more 
those in pink and brown triumphed impressively, Nathaniel Pinney and Shaun Okojie finding the net in a 
two-nil win at King George’s Field. Sadly they lost their tie at Kings Langley on Saturday. 

North Division Canvey Island travelled to Step Three St Ives Town in the FA Cup Second Qualifying 
Round, held them to a goalless draw, brought them back to Essex, and then - helped by the deadly forehead 
of Jason Hallett - came from behind to win the replay in extra time. Congrats to all at Park Lane. 

Tooting & Mitcham United won the South Central award for their defeat of National League Dorking 
Wanderers although they were eliminated from the competition on Saturday, but South East newcomers  
Chichester City have done Sussex proud with Cup victories over Hartley Wintney and Enfield Town. 

 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE SEPTEMBER AWARDS 
 



 

  

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 



 
 

A round-up from Horsham Youth 
 
Our U16s were the early risers, away to Broadbridge Heath in the first round of the John Davey (Sussex 
County) Cup, and ran out comfortable 6-0 winners, going through to the next round in which they meet either 
Hastings or Haywards Heath. The goalscorers were Ben Auberey (2), Harvey Woollard, Jonny Ruiz and 
Sam Andrews. 

The U11s were at home to Lancing in the Coral Cup and christened the new portable dugouts with another 
good day at the Football office, also tucking away 6 goals through Sam Abrehart (2), Harry Duvergier, 
Sammy Painter, Zac Langford and Jack York. 

Playing host to Mile Oak Wanderers, our U14s were hoping to maintain their 100% home record and didn’t 
disappoint the crowd this week, netting a magnificent 7 thanks to efforts from Frankie Mills (2), Stan Berry 
(2), Zac Jeanes, Luke Harrison and Joe Sherwood. 

The U12s made it back-to-back wins when they came back from their visit to Worthing Minors with the points 
thanks to a good all-round performance in which Tom Wythers (2), Josh Backer and Adam Gregory were on 
the mark. 

It was a game of two halves in the U13s’ match at Chichester City where the home side stole the show in 
the first half and although Horsham cane bouncing back in the second, it wasn’t quite to be their day as 
Chichester Ran our 4-3 winners. The Hornets’ goals came from Thom Ong (2) and Markos Panoutsos. 

Due up odd numbers of teams in their respective leagues, neither of our two U15 sides were in action today. 

On Monday night, Horsham’s U14s host Brighton & Hove Elite with a 6.45pm kick-off st the Camping 
World Community Stadium for what will be a good test for Alex Bethell’s young side. 

 
 

Forthcoming fixtures 
Sunday 13th October 
U11 v AFC Worthing (a) Arun & Chichester Autumn Cup (Coral League) 
U12 v D&S Hastings Youth (h) W J Jewell Trophy (County Cup) 
U13 v Ferring Brazilian Masters (h) Arun & Chichester League 
U14 v Furngate Youth (h) Mid-Sussex Youth League Cup 
U15 Green v Angmering Village Youth (h) Arun & Chichester League 
U15 Amber v Feltham Colts Blue (h) Stan Beattie Memorial Trophy (County Cup) 
Monday 14th October 
U16 v St Francis Rangers Youth (h) Mid-Sussex Youth League  

Don't forget that the clubhouse opens at 9am this Sunday, with the very popular breakfast menu 
available from 10am, 

 

Horsham U12s 



 

  
 
The Premier Midweek Floodlight League was established to provide a competition for the many Southern-
based amateur and semi-professional clubs who were joining the growing trend of installing floodlights and 
ran for twelve seasons, from 1965/66 through to 1977/78. Ten teams contested its inaugural season, won 
by now-defunct Southern League side Stevenage Town, increasing to twelve the following year. Up to the 
1973/4 season, two points were awarded for a home win and three for an away win but this was changed in 
1974/5 to three points for a home win, four for an away win, and a bonus point for a win by three or more 
goals.  
 
Horsham's floodlights were first installed in 1965, at a cost of £5,000, and were officially switched on on 
September 15th 1965 when a Sussex XI took on the home side in a testimonial on behalf of club stalwart 
Fred Sparkes. It was, though, two years before their application to join the PMFL was accepted, the league's 
growing membership having now forced the organisers to expand the competition to two divisions. Horsham 
were grouped with fellow Athenian Leaguers Slough Town, Walton & Hersham, Leatherhead and newcomers 
Southall, Southern League sides Guildford City and Crawley Town, and Tooting & Mitcham from the Isthmian 
League. Against such testing opponents, many anticipated heavy defeats for Horsham but it was anything 
but as only an 88th minute equaliser prevented them from opening their programme with a home victory over 
Slough. A 2-1 reverse at home to Walton & Hersham saw Dave Legrice become the first Horsham player 
ever to be sent off at Queen Street but he was making the right sort of headlines in the club's next home 
match, scoring the winner against Tooting as Horsham recorded their first PMFL win. Later that season, the 
visit of Leatherhead marked the Horsham debut of Collyers PE teacher Ray Smith, and although they finished 
with successive defeats to Slough (who ended the season as Athenian League champions) and Guildford, it 
was viewed as a decent first season for the club.  
 
1967/68 Final record: P14 W5 D4 L5 F18 A23 Pts 15 
 
A third division was created in 1968/69 to accommodate the now 24 teams that had joined up, with Horsham 
placed in Division B along with Hampton, whose 1-0 victory at the Beveree in the opening match was the 
first-ever meeting between the sides. In the seven-team division, this was to be a poor campaign for 
Horsham, with just two of their twelve matches resulting in victories while six were lost. As with the previous 
year, this season's competition provided debuts for, among others, Malcolm Bailey, Ron Blair, Dave Treagus 
and Graham Langford. Finishing bottom of their division, Horsham had to apply for re-election at the end of 
the season, something they successfully achieved. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Remembering the Premier Midweek Floodlight League 

1968/69 Final record: P12 W2 D4 L6 F12 A20 Pts 9 
 
Despite now playing under manager new Roy Osborne, 
things were little better in 1969/70, going down 3-1 at 
Carshalton Athletic in the opener and having Tex 
Wiltshire dismissed in a tempestuous goalless draw at 
home to Leatherhead the following week, a match in 
which former Blackburn Rovers man John Tomlinson 
made his Horsham bow. Wiltshire would see red again, 
this time in a home defeat to Dulwich Hamlet, one of 
three new opponents along with Finchley and Southern 
League powerhouse Wimbledon, among whose playing 
ranks were future Spurs manager Peter Shreeve. It was 
during this season that Horsham suffered their worst run 
of results in the PMFL, losing seven successive 
matches including a worst-ever PMFL reverse (5-0 at 
Leatherhead). By contrast, the newly-nicknamed 
Hornets ended the season as Athenian League Division 
2 champions! 
 
1969/70 Final record P14 W3 D2 L9 F9 A21 Pts 9 
 
(right: single page programme from Horsham's visit to 
Wimbledon in February 1970) 

 

 



 
     
  

The league expanded to four divisions for the 1970/71 season but four defeats in their first five PMFL 
matches, including back-to-back losses to eventual champions Leatherhead, meant that Horsham would 
have little impact on Section C. They did, at least, record a 3-1 victory over Crawley Town – their first away 
win in the competition for nearly two years – helped by two goals from player-manager Osborne. In the 4-1 
home win against Wokingham Town, striker Ross Gumpright had the honour of scoring Horsham's first PMFL 
hat-trick  
 
1970/71 Final record P14 W4 D3 L7 F14 A17 Pts 13 
 
It was a much-improved showing a year later, despite opening with a 4-1 defeat to a Guildford City side 
inspired by former Spurs 'double' winner Terry Dyson (the result was later expunged when Guildford resigned 
from the league). A 5-1 thumping of Leatherhead, beaten finalists the year before, and a 6-1 thrashing of 
Tooting & Mitcham, were just two of the stand-out results as the Hornets ended as runners-up to Walton & 
Hersham who would go on to defeat Wycombe Wanderers in the final.  
 
1971/72 Final record P13 W7 D2 L4 F27 A17 Pts 19 
 
Horsham's Athenian League-winning form of 1972/73 was almost replicated in the PMFL as the club made 
it through to the semi-final for the first and only time. A first minute own goal by skipper Bobby Adam away 
to Kingstonian made it a rather inauspicious start to the PMFL programme but a 5-2 final result, promptly 
followed by a 6-0 demolition of Tooting (the club's highest PMFL victory), provided the platform upon which 
they proceeded to finish top of a group that also included Redhill, Addlestone and Molesey. Their 'reward' 
was a last four match against previous winners, and Isthmian League champions, Wycombe Wanderers. The 
match was played at the Buckinghamshire side's old Loakes Park ground on Tuesday 17th April 1973 where 
Dave Hutchins almost gave the visitors a shock lead when he slammed an early chance against the crossbar. 
An underhit backpass led to Wycombe taking the lead from the penalty spot, Searle adding his second spot-
kick of the evening in the second half after future Chelsea, Aston Villa and Nottingham Forest star Kenny 
Swain had made it 2-0. Although threatening a goal themselves on a number of occasions, the Hornets were 
understandably second best but could take great heart from their season's exploits. 
 
1972/73 Final record P12 W8 D1 L3 F34 A19 Pts 19 
 
 
  
 

 

Ernest Killick 

 

Now an Isthmian League side themselves, following their 

switch from the Athenian League, Horsham once more 

topped their PMFL section but a state of emergency declared 

by the British Government over the winter of 1973/4 led to a 

four month floodlight ban that, frustratingly, meant that no 

play-off matches were undertaken that year. In what was a 

relatively low-scoring set of matches, the Hornets recorded 

the double over Croydon Amateurs, Redhill and Bromley 

while drawing both matches with Carshalton 0-0 and taking 

two points off Tooting.  

1973/74 Final record P10 W6 D4 L0 F15 A7 Pts 19 

Thus Horsham bowed out of the Premier Midweek Floodlight 

League on a high, having won their section two years in a 

row. The competition continued for four more seasons, with 

Barking crowned the last-ever winners in 1978 when 

defeating Farnborough Town. 

 

 

 

 

(left: match programme from the 1972/73 semi-final play-off 

between Wycombe Wanderers and Horsham)  

 



 
 
  

 



 
 
 
  

 

A series of articles by the author of the book ‘A History and Guide to Football Programmes’ 
describing how programmes have changed over a century-and-a-half of Association Football 

 

Wembley, and the Advent of Big Match Programmes 
 

We have previously noted that the FA were reluctant to get involved in programme production for FA Cup 
Finals, but that changed in 1923 when Wembley opened, albeit the publishers of cup final and international 
issues from that venue were the stadium authorities themselves, with FA approval. The scale and design of 
these programmes matched that of the venue. For the first time, colour appeared on British programme 
covers, and the contents were more substantial with more photographs and greater coverage of players. 
 
Wembley opened with the famous 1923 Cup Final, and the programme for that fixture comprised 28 pages, 
arguably the most pages published to that date. It should be noted, in passing, that this truly is the “Penny 
Black” of programme collecting - it is the most famous item, but by no means the rarest nor most expensive 
nor coveted. 
 
Host clubs continued to issue programmes for Cup semi-finals and international and representative matches 
played at their grounds (until the 1950s the majority of England international matches were played on club 
grounds).The host clubs had merely issued similar, if not identical, programmes to their standard League 
issues, but the example shown by Wembley spurred them into making a special effort for the big games 
entrusted to their care. 
 
An example of this is Chelsea, who maintained the same 4 or 8 page, blue print on white paper, programme 
style until after the Second World War. In October 1934, they staged the English League v Scottish League 
match at Stamford Bridge and issued a special programme comprising the normal 8 pages, but with 
photographs on the centre and front pages, and red print as well as the standard blue on the front cover. 
Price remained at the standard 2d. 
 
Wembley programmes were not only the first to use full colour, but they also saw a rich variety of programme 
designs. All of the pre-Second World War covers relied on sketches and graphics, with photographs used 
sparingly, and some of the full colour sketches were very attractive indeed. Almost all of them featured the 
“twin towers” in some form or another, whether in a photograph (1925), logo (1935) or as background (1933 
and 1931). Most years saw an advertisement at the bottom of the front page - either “Drink Bovril. Once it’s 
in you, it’s sinew” or “Expert Criticism of today’s cup tie by Charles Buchan in the Daily News (or News 
Chronicle)” 
  
The example set by Wembley ensured that from then on big match programmes would invariably fit the 
occasion they sought to represent, and programme buyers could anticipate something superior to the normal 
League fare. 
 
For more information and advice on programmes and programme collecting, please visit www.pmfc.co.uk. 

 

 



 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

SUPPORTERS COULD BE 
READING ABOUT YOUR 
COMPANY OR SERVICES 

RIGHT HERE 
Interested? 

Email commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 

for details 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORSHAM  CARSHALTON ATHLETIC 
Amber & Lincoln Green 
 

   All Red 

George Bentley                   22   Peter Adeniyi 

Harry Mills    Michael Kamara 

Harvey Sparks    Luke Read 

Steve Metcalf    Kleton Perntreou 

Joe Shelley    Tommy Bradford 

Will Miles ©    Jordan Cheadle 

Dylan Merchant    Kershaney Samuels 

George Hayward    Jeremiah Amoo 

Jack Brivio    Danny Dudley 

Alex Kelly    Paris Hamilton-Downes 

Lea Dawson    Ricky Korboa 

Charlie Harris   Harry Ottaway 

Lee Harding    Omar Koroma 

Rob O'Toole    Patrick Ohman 

Chris Smith    Ernold Haxhiu 

Kieran Lavery    Daniel Pappoe 

Zack Newton    Darren Thomas 

Kieron Pamment    Bobby Price 

Sebastian Oldham    Ola Sogbanmu 

 

 

 

    Referee: Jonathan Creswick 

Assistant referees: Michael Coen & Dominic Wynter 

 

Coming next to the Camping World Community Stadium 
Saturday 19th October 2019 

Merstham 
Isthmian League Premier Division 

kick-off 3pm 
 
 
 

 Facebook: www.facebook/HorshamFC 
 

Twitter: @horshamfc 
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