
 
rane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and ensuring 
there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid season. I 
can't wait !! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

Major honours 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 

(Jt), 1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 

 

 

 
   

 

 

 

 

 

Programme sponsor 
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The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism 

and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any forms of discriminatory 

abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be reported to the 

Football Association for action by that association. 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

MAJOR HONOURS 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 (Jt), 

1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

Website 

www.horshamfc.co.uk 

 

Directors: 
Kevin Borrett (Chairman), John Lines (CEO), Mark Butler (Finance) 

David Hillier, Paul Osborn (Commercial), Jeff Barrett 
James Clewlow (Legal Advisor and Company Secretary) 

 
Club Committee: 
The above plus: 

Sean Bravery (chairman), Annie Raby, Mark Wells, Sam Borrett, Jeanie Charman, Roger 
Charman, Joe Clarke, Ray Farrell, Howard Frogley, Nigel Smithers, Matt Dale, Mark Barrett, 

Jack Everley, Shaun Scott, Matt Jones, Ian Burlinson, Ian Dunscombe 
 

Club Secretary 
Jeff Barrett 07712 888980 Email: jeff.barrett@btinternet.com 

Youth Secretary & Child Welfare Officer:  

Annie Raby 07800 922442 Email: ivan.raby@btinternet.com 
U23 secretary: Shaun Scott Email: sascott12@hotmail.co.uk 

Health & Safety Officer: Roger Charman 
Press officer: Matt Jones Email: horshamfcmedia@gmail.com 

Programme: Mark Wells 
Website: Mark Wells & Matt Dale 

Commercial: Paul Osborn Email:osborn@btinternet.com 
Matchday advertising: Jonathan Kenworthy Email: commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 

 
Vice Presidents: 

S.Bravery, Mrs J Brittain, G Brittain, J.Dale, T.Dickinson, D.Duffield  
Mrs J.Mallard, W.Mitchell, D.Rick, J.Smyth, E.Stephens, Howie the Hornet 

 
Life Members: 

Jeff Barrett, Roger Charman, Clive Edwards, Howard Frogley, Adam Hammond, Maureen 
Smith, Nigel Smithers, Ted Streeter, Eric Wright, Miss Joan Young, Annie Raby, Ivan Raby, 

Mark Wells, John Lines, David Hillier, Jeanie Charman 
Trustees: A.Baker, D.Burstow, C.Edwards,  

 
FOOTBALL 

1st team manager: Dominic Di Paola 
1st team assistant manager: Adam Westwood 

1st team coach: Jimmy Punter 
Goalkeeping coach: Stuart Owens 

Physio: Stephanie Apps 
Kit man: Darren Etheridge 

Analyst: Steve Ives 
U23 manager: Mark Hawthorne Coach: Sam Jones 

U16 manager: Dixie Laker Coaches: Christian Williams, Danny Fuller, Paul Brown  
U15 Amber manager: Tony Massimo Coach: Steve Bridle 

U15 Green manager: Ian Scott Coach: Rob Carter, John Symonds 
U14 manager: Alex Bethell Coaches: Lee Maguire, Ross Butterfill 

U13 manager: Ben Pugh Coach: Matthew Ayling 
U12 manager: Sam Jones Coach Matt Robinson 

U11 manager: Barry Ashton Coaches: Jason Grubb, Graham Duvergier 
 
 

 



 
  

       2018/19 Final table P W D L F A Pts 

1 Cray Wanderers © 36 25 7 4 79 35 82 

2 Horsham (p)  36 23 5 8 73 38 74 

3 Hastings United 36 21 7 8 78 45 70 

4 Ashford United 36 21 5 10 74 36 68 

5 Haywards Heath Town 36 18 9 9 65 52 63 

6 VCD Athletic 36 20 2 14 74 66 62 

7 Hythe Town 36 14 10 12 66 59 52 

8 Whyteleafe 36 14 7 15 59 51 49 

9 Phoenix Sports 36 13 10 13 65 65 49 

10 Sevenoaks Town 36 13 8 15 49 54 47 

11 Ramsgate 36 11 12 13 54 53 45 

12 Whitstable Town 36 11 10 15 36 55 43 

13 East Grinstead Town 36 11 8 17 65 72 41 

14 Three Bridges 36 12 5 19 51 69 41 

15 Herne Bay 36 11 5 20 65 85 38 

16 Sittingbourne 36 11 4 21 49 72 37 

17 Faversham Town 36 10 7 19 55 85 37 

18 Guernsey 36 7 9 20 50 77 30 

19 Greenwich Borough ® -3 36 8 6 22 40 78 27 

Greenwich Borough deducted 3pts for fielding ineligible player 

 
 

GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the 
ground: musical instruments, drums, klaxons, 
air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke bombs, 
flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any 
object that may be deemed to be dangerous. 
Spectators may not bring alcohol or food and 
drink into the ground. Spectators must, if 
required, submit themselves to be  searched 
in order that the club can prevent any prohibited 
items from being brought into the ground. The 
club reserves the right to eject from the ground 
and prosecute any person who has: 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by 

or club official, steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or 

used obscene, racist or insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or 

floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism 

against Horsham Football Club  
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the 

clubhouse building 
 
The following are not allowed in the ground 
under any circumstances: 

• Ball games, scooters, skateboards etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators must 
remain behind the pitch barrier at all times. All 
vehicles are parked in the car park at the 
owner’s risk and the Horsham Football Club 
accepts no liability for any losses or damage to 
vehicles of any kind.  

 

Bostik League South East Division  

August 200 Club results 

1. Colin Young    No   31  £100 

2. Peter Little       No.130  £ 40 

3. Ron Kirkwood  No.  39  £ 20  

If you would like to take part in our popular monthly draw 

for just £2.50 per month, and stand a chance of winning 

up to £300, or would like to take additional numbers, 

please speak to a club official or visit our website 

www.horshamfc.co.uk/200-club for details  

http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/


 
  

Greetings 
Well this is it then, our first competitive fixture in our own home since April 29th 2008! A night when 
supporters could have celebrated our victory over East Preston with a pint of lager for just £2.74, 
danced a jig to Leona Lewis' chart-topper Bleeding Love or been driven to panic over Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown's warning about petrol supplies running dry! 
 
Yes, 588 long weeks since leaving our cherished Queen Street ground, the Hornets are back and delighted 
to be hosting our old friends from Leatherhead for this opening fixture of the 2019/20 Isthmian League 
Premier Division campaign. We've enjoyed many a tussle with the Tanners over the course of the last 
century or so and look forward to renewing our acquaintance this afternoon, whilst wishing them well for the 
forthcoming season. The two teams have had contrasting fortunes during their preparations for the new 
campaign, with Leatherhead winning only one of their eight matches this summer (and shipping 25 goals in 
the process), and the Hornets beaten just once in the same number of games. Although both managers will 
tell you that the results of these matches are irrelevant, our own supporters will be hoping that the confidence 
instilled from such an impressive run will hold us in good stead for a long and testing campaign. 
 
This opening month could hardly be tougher for our newly-promoted side as, on Tuesday evening, we make 
the short journey to Bognor Regis before Saturday's trip to north London and a first-ever league meeting 
with an Enfield Town side that finished in tenth place last season. The bank holiday weekend sees us remain 
on the road with a trip to either Tower Hamlets or Selsey in the Preliminary Round of the FA Cup and then 
an early battle with our old rivals Lewes, down at the Dripping Pan, before ending the month back here for 
the visit of highly-fancied Folkestone Invicta. It goes without saying that your support would be very welcome 
at these matches and, to make things easier, we will be providing a coach to the Enfield match, departing 
from The Camping World Community Stadium at 1130am. Places cost just £13 return, bookable by email 
at admin@horshamfc.co.uk or by calling 01403 458854. Incidentally, that Tower Hamlets/Selsey tie takes 
place this afternoon so look out for an update of who we will face on our website at www.horshamfc.co.uk. 
 
As well as extending our usual heartfelt greetings today to everyone associated with our visitors, to our 
match officials and our own loyal supporters and invited guests, we would like to give a very warm welcome 
to our match sponsors Lello Business and to matchball sponsor Pete Tanner. I'm sure Pete, aka 'Bald 
Bloke', needs no introduction to any of you while the guys from Lello have become increasingly familiar 
faces around the town over the past few years and have been a great help in getting our clubhouse kitted 
out over the summer. We thank them all for their very valued support. If you are interested in sponsoring a 
match this season, with our full matchday sponsorship package costing £90 or matchball only for £30, please 
contact Jonathan Kenworthy at commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk or visit our website for further details. 
 
It would be remiss of me not to officially welcome back those players who served us so well last season, 
and to those who have joined us this summer. A brief bio on all our players can be found in the next few 
pages but please join me in wishing new arrivals Josh James, George Bentley, Sebastian Oldham, Harry 
Mills, Alex Kelly, Lea Dawson, Zack Newton and Jared Rance a long and successful career in the amber 
and Lincoln green, along with goalkeeping coach Stuart Owens and match analyst Steve Ives. Its not just 
on the field of play that we've seen a change in personnel, with Shaun Scott, Ian Burlinson, Matt Jones and 
our former player Ian Dunscombe joining the club's committee, while Dan Butler, Darryl Jacobs, and Adam 
Clarke have kindly agreed to assist our matchday media team.  
 
There's just enough room for me to tell you about a very exciting fixture taking place here tomorrow afternoon 
when a team comprising members of our 2016 Southern Combination League title-winning squad will take 
on a Horsham 'Legends' XI in memory of our former president Frank King. Admission is FREE but a bucket 
collection will be held on behalf of Frank's two favourite charities; Shooting Star Children's Hospice and 
Diabetes UK. Kick-off is 2pm for what should be a terrific afternoon's entertainment with the likes of Lee 
Carney, Jamie and Lewis Taylor, Carl Rook, Eddie French, Nigel Brake, Steve Flain, Adam Hunt, Terry 
Dodd and Darren Boswell all hopeful of turning out so please come along and show your support. The 
clubhouse will be open from 11am. 
 
It's good to be home! 
 
Mark 
 

 



 
  

 

 

http://www.smithgadd.co.uk
http://www.bryantfixings.co.uk


 
  

 

Good afternoon everyone. I hope you've all had a good summer.  

We've had an okay pre-season but it's been a bit stunted if I'm honest, with players injured or unavailable, 

and at times we've had to put square pegs in round holes, which I think puts us about a week or so behind 

where we would like to be as we've not really been able to get that familiarity and continuity to our starting 

line-up. Can you ever be fully prepared by the start of the season though? I'm not sure you really can but 

we've been very happy with a lot of aspects of what we've done. The lads have worked hard over the summer 

and come back fitter than last pre-season and the calibre of our opponents has been that much tougher this 

time. We've had some local derbies, that everyone gets up for, we played Hartley Wintney and Wimborne 

who are at a similar level to what we should be facing this year, Wimborne in particular gave us quite a 

physical game on a poorish pitch, and Crawley was a totally different challenge altogether, so its been a 

good mix this year and I think we've stood up to the test pretty well.  

Our preparations have also been light years above anything we've had previously during my time at the club 

because of this fabulous new facility we've got. There are still a few issues that need ironing out but it makes 

everything so much easier for us by having our own ground at last. It gives us a good footing and should 

make a massive difference to us this season and make us competitive, especially if the Horsham public can 

get behind us. You look back at the Crawley match and what a fantastic occasion it was for the club. Hopefully 

if anyone was watching us for the first time that day, with the big crowd, they'll be encouraged to come again.  

Having won promotion last season, this year is a case of going into the unknown a bit and I expect it to be a 

bit like the first season we came into the Isthmian League. We weren't sure what to expect and struggled for 

a bit before we found our feet and I would imagine it will be something similar this time. Last season was 

good for us because we knew what to expect, what the other clubs were all about, but this season is a totally 

new challenge for us and I think that's really exciting. Ultimately, if we finish fourth-bottom and stay in the 

division then I will be happy but hopefully we can get the season off to a good start and get a few points on 

the board and then we'll assess things after the first month. It would be nice to put a little run together so the 

players can enjoy a nice, comfortable, season but you don't know what you're going to get. 

I do expect the first month being tough, though, with Bognor, Enfield, Lewes and Folkestone all likely to have 

genuine play-off aspirations as, I'm sure, will Leatherhead. But it's great to be playing this level of team 

because it will challenge all of us to step up. We should see also a better standard of football so it should be 

a very enjoyable season for the supporters. One thing I can guarantee is that this group of players will give 

it their all so my message to everyone is to enjoy the good days when they come and not get too downhearted 

if we lose a few.  

All the best, 

Dom 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the boss 

 

Introducing today's match sponsor - Lello:Business 

 

A team with experience at saving you money 

The Lello:Business team has over 20 years of experience and knowledge in the office stationery, printer 

consumables and office hardware industry. Our aim is to save you money compared to your current supplier 

on all of the purchases, like for like, that you make for your business or home.  

How can we possibly be able to save you any more than another supplier, you may ask? 

 Well, it's simple! At Lello:Business, we are not limited to one European 

wholesaler. In fact we can source our products from over 30 different suppliers 

globally, to ensure that you save money on each and every item you require. 

We base our products and pricing on knowledge, not sales targets! 

Contact us at hello@lellobusiness.com for a quote  

 



 
  

 



 
  

Meet The Hornets' 2019/2020 squad 
 Josh James – Josh was on Brighton's books as a 

youngster before dropping into non-league football where 
he had spells at Ringmer, Worthing and Peacehaven & 
Telscombe before making his mark at Burgess Hill, with 
whom he was voted the Isthmian League goalkeeper of 
the season in the club’s title-winning season of 2014/15. 
Joined Haywards Heath Town in 2017 before spending a 
couple of months at Horsham, and later re-joining Burgess 
Hill from whence he joined Horsham in July.  
 

George Bentley - George came through Brighton & Hove 
Albion's Academy to earn himself a two year scholarship, 
and featured in the Seagulls' U18 Premier League side. 
He joined Worthing on work experience in 2017 before 
registering as a first team player, making his senior debut 
for the Mackerel Men at the end of the 2017/18 season. 
George spent time on loan at East Preston last season, 
making several first team appearances, and joined 
Horsham this summer after his release by the Albion. 
 

Harry Mills – An accomplished full-back, Harry started out 
at Hampton & Richmond before joining Walton & Hersham 
in 2014 and became a regular in the Swans' side before 
making the switch to Guildford City for the tail end of the 
2015/16 campaign. Joined Walton Casuals the following 
season and scored in a penalty shoot-out victory over 
Corinthian-Casuals to earn the Stags promotion in 2018. 
Made a club record 59 appearances for the club last term 
in the Southern League. Joined Horsham this summer. 
 

Harvey Sparks – Harvey joined the Hornets from Bognor 
Regis in September 2018 and went on to put in a series 
of outstanding performances, both in midfield and 
defence, to help Horsham win promotion to the Isthmian 
League Premier Division, repeating the success he had 
with Worthing in 2016. Last season's joint Supporters' 
Player of the Season alongside Rob O’Toole. 
 

Steve Metcalf – Steve has won promotion to the Isthmian 
League Premier Division with three different clubs. Having 
started out at Saltdean, he had spells at Lewes and 
Newhaven before joining Worthing for the first of three 
spells in 2006. Also played for East Preston and Horsham 
YMCA before winning a Ryman League Division One & 
Sussex Senior Cup double with Peacehaven & 
Telscombe in 2013/14. In 2015/16 a third spell at Worthing 
saw Steve captain the Rebels to the Ryman Division One 
South title, only to join Horsham in October 2016 earning 
a third promotion with the Hornets last season. 
 

Dylan Merchant – One of four ex- South Park players in 
Horsham’s current squad, Dylan earned his place in 
Hornets folklore when he scored the winning goal in last 
season’s Isthmian League Play-Off final to secure 
Horsham’s place in the Premier Division. Joined the club 
in September 2018 from Chipstead and went on to 
become a regular in the heart of the defence for the 
remainder of the season. After starting his playing career 
with Whyteleafe, Dylan made the switch to South Park but 
moved on to Chipstead following the departure of Sparks 
manager Malcolm Porter. 
 

Will Miles – Injury restricted Will’s appearances to just 
seven after making the move from Worthing to Horsham 
in February so he will be hoping for a more successful run 
this season. Will is a cultured centre-half who progressed 
from the successful Burgess Hill Town Academy to make 
his senior debut aged 18, winning an Isthmian League 
South Division championship medal in his first season. 
Later made first team captain, he missed most of the 
2017/18 campaign through injury but was signed by 
Worthing in May 2018 and played in half of the club’s 
matches before making the switch to Horsham. 
 

Joe Shelley – Joe has been a pivotal part of current 
Horsham manager Dom Di Paola’s success over the past 
decade, having won promotion with him at Clymping, 
Worthing United and East Preston. Spent a brief spell at 
Hastings before returning to the County League with 
Littlehampton Town and captaining them to the Division 
One title. Teamed up again with Di Paola at Horsham in 
July 2015 and was voted Supporters Player of the Year as 
he led the Hornets to the County League title in his first 
season, only to choose to remain in the division with 
Pagham. Returned to Horsham in October 2017, having 
begun the season at Horsham YMCA. 
 

Dean Lovegrove - Dean can play either in defence or 
midfield and is now in his second spell with the Hornets, 
having previously made four appearances in 2008. Spent 
ten years at MK Dons, playing twenty games for the 
reserves, before being released in 2007. Snapped up by 
Woking, he was dual-registered with Worthing before 
going on to further his career in the USA. Returned to the 
UK in 2014 and signed for Lewes, later making the switch 
to South Park via a spell at Chipstead, rejoining Horsham 
for the start of the 2018/19 season. 
 

George Hayward – A tenacious and energetic midfielder, 
George joined the Hornets last summer after helping 
Haywards Heath to promotion to the Isthmian League. He 
started off as a youngster at Brighton & Hove Albion and 
went on to have loan spells at Burgess Hill and Bognor 
Regis before joining Worthing and then Haywards Heath, 
for whom he made 78 appearances in two seasons. 
Scored the first goal of our Isthmian League play-off final 
win against Ashford Utd in May. 
 

Alex Kelly – Alex is a talented central midfielder who has 
already caught the eye with some impressive pre-season 
performances for the Hornets following his summer arrival 
from Walton Casuals. An ex-scholar at Charlton Athletic, 
Alex joined Casuals in 2016 and was a member of the side 
that won promotion from Isthmian League South in 2018, 
becoming a regular in last season's Southern League side. 
 

Zack Newton – Zack didn't start playing competitive 
football until sixteen years of age but wasted little time in 
making his mark, scoring four goals in 21 appearances for 
Worthing in 2015/16. He later signed for Welling United, 
via a brief stop at the Met Police, and played nine times in 
their National League South campaign last year, during 
which he returned to Worthing on loan. Joined Horsham 
this summer 
 
 

 



 

Jack Brivio - Jack enjoyed an impressive first season with 
the Hornets following his summer arrival from Burgess Hill 
Town, captaining the side to a play-off final success over 
Ashford United and leading the club back to the Isthmian 
League Premier Division for the first time in seven years. A 
composed and cultured midfielder, Jack came through the 
Tonbridge Angels academy to make his senior debut, only 
to suffer an injury at the end of 2014 that ruled him out for 
a season and a half. Joined Burgess Hill Town in May 2016 
and spent two years playing in the Isthmian League 
Premier Division before being released in September 2018, 
when he was promptly snapped up by Horsham. Scored 9 
goals in 43 appearances for the Hornets by the start of 
2019/2020. 
 
Lea Dawson – Lea captained Cray Wanderers to both the 
Isthmian League Division One North and South play-offs 
during a three year spell at Hayes Lane before opting to join 
Ashford United last summer. He made 19 appearances for 
the Nuts & Bolts but then made the switch to SCEFL side 
Cray Valley Paper Mills, ending last season with an 
appearance at Wembley as an unused substitute in the 
final of the FA Vase. 
 
Scott Kirkwood – Scott brings a wealth of experience to 
the side, having signed for Crawley Town back in 2002 after 
being released by Brighton & Hove Albion. It was while with 
Crawley that he first played for Horsham, making six 
appearances in a loan spell at the start of 2003/4. Having 
failed to break into the Reds’ first team, Scott moved on to 
Bognor Regis Town for the first of two spells, later taking in 
Hastings and a successful stay at Worthing before going on 
to play for Lewes and Eastbourne Town. He spent four 
seasons at Burgess Hill before joining Horsham in 
September 2016 but, having become a regular in the side 
in 2017/18, he missed most of last season through injury. 
He will be hoping to close in on a century of appearances 
for the club this term. 
 
Jared Rance – Midfielder 'Jaz' came through the Worthing 
youth set-up but made his senior debut whilst at Lancing in 
2013/14. Made his first Worthing appearance as a 
substitute against Horsham the following season and his 
first start against the same opposition a few weeks later. A 
regular goalscorer at youth level, Jaz joined his former 
U21s manager Bob Paine at East Preston where his goals 
helped them to promotion to the Southern Combination 
Premier Division in 2016/17 before rejoining Worthing in 
October 2017. Signed for Horsham this summer. 
 
Charlie Harris – A talented and creative midfielder, Charlie 
spent three years with the Brighton & Hove Albion Youth 
Academy but failed to break into the first team and was sent 
on loan to Aldershot Town, for whom he scored once in four 
National League appearances. An unsuccessful move to 
Barnsley followed and he returned south, initially joining his 
hometown club East Grinstead before securing a move to 
Eastbourne Borough at the start of the 2017/18 season. 
Spent a month on loan with the Hornets that same season 
before making the move permanent in the summer of 2018. 
Charlie was one of the stand-out performers last season 
before missing the last three months through injury. 
 

  

Rob O'Toole – Rob’s goals have brought him four County 
League and one Isthmian League title medals. Having 
helped Peacehaven & Telscombe secure promotion to the 
Isthmian League in 2013, Rob elected to remain in the 
County League with Shoreham only to end the season at 
East Preston under current Hornets’ boss Dom Di Paola, 
playing the final ten games of their championship-winning 
campaign. Invited to join Burgess Hill Town, Rob claimed 
more silverware as the Hillians romped to the Isthmian 
League Division One South title in 2015 and made it four 
promotions in as many seasons a year later with 
Haywards Heath Town. Rob returned to Shoreham for 
2016/17 only to reunite with Di Paola at Horsham at the 
start of 2017/18. But he was enticed back into the County 
League by Saltdean, for whom he netted twenty-three 
times. Rejoined the Hornets in July 2018 and took his 
Hornets tally to 25 goals in 61 appearances, helping them 
to promotion to the Isthmian League Premier Division. 
Hornets' current joint Player of the Season. 

Lee Harding - Lee is an exciting attacking midfielder who 
came through the excellent Burgess Hill Town Academy, 
with whom he collected an Isthmian Youth League 
winners medal in 2015. He broke into the senior side that 
same season and played his part in the Hillians’ 
successful Isthmian League Division One South campaign 
that saw them crowned champions as well as making it 
through to the FA Cup 4th Qualifying round and second 
round proper of the FA Trophy. A pacey midfielder with an 
eye for goal, Lee was a near ever-present for the Hillians 
in 2017/18 before being allowed to join Horsham last 
summer. Scored 11 goals in 38 appearances in an 
impressive debut season for the Hornets. 
 
Kieran Lavery – Scorer of more than 200 goals in a nine 
year career at Surrey side South Park, it was no surprise 
when Kieran was snapped up by Premier Division Dorking 
Wanderers at the start of 2018/19. However, he struggled 
to secure a regular starting place at Meadowbank and 
spent a month on loan to Horsham in the December, 
returning for a second spell from February through to the 
end of the season. Joined the Hornets on a permanent 
basis this summer where he will be looking to re-establish 
his prolific partnership with former South Park team-mate 
Chris Smith. 
 
Chris Smith – Chris arrived at Horsham in the summer of 
2018 with the reputation of being a ’20 plus goal a season’ 
man and lived up to his billing by scoring 23 in his first 
season to help the Hornets to promotion to the Isthmian 
League Premier Division. ‘Smudge’ came to prominence 
at his first club South Park, for whom he scored in excess 
of 200 goals in over 300 appearances after making his 
senior debut as a 16 year old. Having topped the Surrey 
club’s goalscoring charts for five successive seasons, he 
moved to Premier Division Burgess Hill Town in 2015, 
returning to South Park for a spell prior to his move to 
Horsham where he linked up once more with former South 
Park strike partner Kieran Lavery. 
 
Sebastian Oldham  - Young goalkeeper who joined the 
Hornets this summer, having featured for Haringey 
Borough's Development side last season. 
 

 



 

 

  

 

 



 

 

  
The modern Leatherhead Football Club was formed by the merger of Leatherhead Rose and 
Leatherhead United in 1946. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1920 Leatherhead Rose joined the Kingston & District League and won the League title three times, the 
last in 1938/39. Leatherhead United were formed in 1924 and, in 1925/26, won Division One of the Sutton 
& District League. In the early 1930s Fetcham Grove-based United joined the Surrey Junior League. After 
becoming Champions in 1933/34 they joined the Surrey Intermediate League but were relegated in 1937 
after a disastrous season. In September 1939 World War II began and many leagues were suspended but 
the Kingston League continued. Rose’s Barnett Wood Lane ground was needed for allotments and they 
returned to Kingston Road where United played friendlies including, in 1940/41, a 3-2 win against Rose 
that was the last ever meeting of the two sides. 
 
After the War, officials of the two Clubs met and on 27th May 1946 Leatherhead Football Club was officially 
formed at a public meeting. United’s Fetcham Grove ground was to be used although a great deal of work 
was required to bring it up to standard. The Tanners were accepted as late entrants to the Surrey Senior 
League and went on to win four consecutive Championships before joining the Metropolitan League, which 
included some professional sides. After just one season they switched to the new all-amateur Delphian 
League, joining the Corinthian League in 1958. They were the League’s last Champions as, in 1963, the 
Corinthian and Delphian Leagues joined forces with the Athenian League. Leatherhead won promotion 
from Division One at the end of the first season and inaugurated their floodlights with a match against a 
Fulham side including George Cohen, Alan Mullery, Bobby Robson and Johnny Haynes. Leatherhead won 
the Surrey Senior Cup in 1969 and also collected the Intermediate Cup and Senior Shield while the 
disappointment of defeat in FA Amateur Cup semi-finals in 1971 and 1974 was tempered by election to the 
Isthmian League. 
 
Leatherhead made national headlines in 1974/75 when they reached the Fourth Round Proper of the FA 
Cup. After playing through all the Qualifying Rounds they had to overcome Bishops Stortford before 
meeting and beating Football League opposition for the first time. Colchester United went down 1-0 at 
Fetcham Grove before ‘Leatherhead Lip’ Chris Kelly’s goal defeated Brighton & Hove Albion at the 
Goldstone Ground. The Fourth Round tie against First Division Leicester City was switched to Filbert Street 
where Leatherhead were two goals ahead at half time, eventually losing 2-3. In subsequent seasons the 
Tanners defeated two more Football League sides - Cambridge United and Northampton Town. 
 
In 1978 the Tanners reached Wembley Stadium at last, but were beaten in the FA Trophy Final. Tragically 
Chairman Chris Luff, ‘Mr Leatherhead’, died suddenly in February 1978, with his ambition of seeing 
Leatherhead at Wembley unfulfilled. Without his leadership the Club entered a period of decline and were 
relegated in 1983. In 1985 the Tanners were denied promotion by a three point deduction but this period 
was typified by a succession of managers and turnover of players. In 1990 Leatherhead slipped down into 
Division Two South but they were back in Division One in 1997. The Club’s finances were still a problem 
and, in 1999, only emergency funding kept the Tanners going. In the summer of 2000 Leatherhead FC was 
within a few days of folding but was saved by its supporters who took over following a crisis meeting at the 
end of May. Only one player remained at Fetcham Grove so a new team had to be built from scratch and 
although Chick Botley won Manager of the Month for March it was too late to avoid relegation. Since then 
the Club has been careful to ensure that its’ finances are self-sustaining whilst at the same time gradually 
improving itself. 
 
In 2006/7 Leatherhead were the lowest ranked team to reach the First Round Proper of the FA Cup, losing 
2-1 at Football League side Torquay United. Unfortunately league form for the rest of the season and, in 
the 

Introducing 

LEATHERHEAD 
 

 

The first of the town’s many clubs was formed in 1886 and, 21 years later, Leatherhead 
Rose were established as a team drawn from Leatherhead Common. Rose played 
friendlies until the formation of the Dorking & District League in 1909 and they were the 
first League Champions. The league shut down between 1914 and 1919 for the duration 
of the Great War but, on its resumption in 1919/20 Rose were League Champions again. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the early part of the 2007/08 campaign, was poor. When bottom-placed and winless Molesey won 2-1 at 
the Grove in October 2007, manager David Harlow resigned and the majority of the squad took that as 
their cue to leave as well. Ian Hazel, who had managed Tooting & Mitcham, Molesey and Sutton was 
quickly appointed and immediately faced the tough task of rebuilding the first team during the season, 
with the Tanners eventually finishing 14th. 
 
Hazel’s reign lasted barely a year, resigning in October 2008, however replacement Bob Langford’s spell 
was even shorter, leaving at the end of the season as Tanners struggled into 15th position. Mick Sullivan, 
who had great success in an eight year stint at local rivals Merstham, was appointed first team manager 
in May 2009 and immediately set about rebuilding the team for the 2009/10 season. Under Sullivan’s 
guidance the club had its most successful season in years, winning the Isthmian League Cup and finishing 
the season in fifth place before losing a play-off semi-final. At the start of the 2010/11 season they beat 
Ryman Premier League Champions Dartford at Princes Park to win the Isthmian Charity Shield. This was 
followed by a dramatic extra-time play-off victory against Dulwich Hamlet in Division One South, which 
saw The Tanners return to the Premier Division for the first time since 1983. 
 
Following a bad start to the 2011/12 season, Richard Brady was appointed manager in September but 
although he was ultimately unable to guide Tanners to safety, the club did have a successful FA Cup run 
which came to an end in the fourth qualifying round replay versus Sutton United. 2013/14 saw The 
Tanners end the regular season in third spot and, with home advantage in the play-off semi-final, 
Leatherhead edged past Guernsey 3-2. After 120 minutes, and with the scores level at 1-1 with Folkestone 
Invicta, Leatherhead won the penalty shootout 5-3 and celebrated their return to Ryman Premier Division.  
 
In their first season back in the Premier Division the Tanners finished the season in a respectable tenth 
place but, following an indifferent start to 2015/16, Brady stepped down as manager. Former coach, Mike 
Sandmann and Steve Watt took over the reins and, with several additions, finished the season in a 
creditable 11th place. The 2016/17 season saw a massive overhaul both on and off the pitch with former 
manager Brady elected as Chairman. Under new leadership, and with budget cuts implemented, the side 
started poorly and Sandmann was replaced. The surprise choice as his successor was former Fulham 
and Hull player Jimmy Bullard. His appointment certainly attracted a lot of media attention to the club. 
Jimmy’s reputation enabled a decent squad to be assembled but results didn’t immediately improve and 
relegation looked a probability by February. However, a fine run-in saw Tanners confirmed as safe in the 
penultimate week of the season. Bullard left in the summer and was replaced by former AFC Wimbledon 
and Leyton Orient player Sammy Moore. In his first managerial job Sammy did a fantastic job as Tanners 
reached the second round proper of the FA Cup, missed out on the play-offs only on goal difference and 
reached the County Cup final. Not surprisingly Sammy moved up the non-league ladder to takeover at 
Concord Rangers in May 2018, taking a number of his former players with him. Former Wycombe, 
Aldershot and Margate goalkeeper Nikki Bull was appointed to replace him and he has assembled a 
squad that looks capable of once again challenging for the play offs. 
 
 
 
Andrew Blake - Graduate from Tanners Under 21 side having previously played for Greenwich Borough. 
Impressed when called upon last season as either a right back or centre half. Finished the season on loan 
at Egham Town having previously had a spell with Glebe. 
 
Charlie Dawkins - Charlie was a member of the Chelsea Academy. In 2017 he signed for Aldershot as a 
15-year-old. The attacking box to box midfielder signed for the Tanners in the summer after impressing in 
pre-season fixtures. 
  
Misha Djemaili – Versatile young player equally at home at full back or in midfield who was a member of 
the Essex County Schools side that won the English Schools Football Association Under 18 County 
Trophy in 2017. He started last season at Tilbury but was playing with Essex Senior League side Leyton 
Athletic prior to joining the Tanners in February 2019 and impressed everyone, not only with his assured 
performances but his personality and work ethic. Previously with Ebbsfleet Utd’s academy side. 
 
Calvin Ekpiteta - Calvin was a member of Dartford’s successful youth team before joining Grays Athletic. 
A direct and powerful winger who chips in with his fair share of goals. He has also played for East Thurrock 
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United, Bishops Stortford, Met Police and, most 
recently, league rivals Wingate & Finchley. Signed 
for the Tanners in July 2019. 
 
Eddie DSane - 22-year old striker. Eddie spent his 
youth playing at Crystal Palace before moving to 
Preston North End and then Fleetwood Town. The 
opportunities he expected at Highbury Stadium 
didn’t arrive, causing his move to Ireland a year 
later where he played for Longford Town and Finn 
Harps in the Irish Premier Division. After a brief 
spell at Chipstead he started the 2018/19 season 
at Whyteleafe, netting 14 goals before Christmas. 
He then joined Maldon & Tiptree to help their 
promotion push. He netted a further 14 goals 
(including goals in both the play off semi-final and 
final) although the Jammers ultimately missed out 
on promotion, losing on penalties to Heybridge 
Swifts. Joined Tanners in the summer. 
  
Dan Gallagher – A local lad, DG was voted last 
year’s Supporters Player of the Year for his non-
stop running and tackling in the middle of the park. 
The 22-year-old midfielder made his Football 
League debut for Wimbledon in April 2015, having 
signed a professional contract earlier in the year. 
He had been part of their academy since the age of 
10. Had a spell on loan at Kingstonian before 
signing for Tanners in the summer of 2017. 
 
Travis Gregory –  Skilful winger who started his 
career with the academies of Chelsea and Glasgow 
Rangers. Signed from Greenwich Borough in June 
2018 and is a firm favourite with the supporters for 
his wing wizardry. He has also played for East 
Grinstead Town and Beckenham Town. 
 
Charlie Hester-Cook – CHC played for the 
Tanners for the second half of last season on dual 
registration forms from Woking, having come 
through the Cards' Academy system. He quickly 
became a fans favourite for his combatative 
displays in the middle of the parks. He signed 
permanently for the Tanners in the summer.  
 
Ezra Ikebuasi – Young midfielder signed from 
Burgess Hill in October 2018. Previously played in 
Ireland and for Sutton Utd’s Academy sides. Made 
his full debut at Lewes at the end of November. 
 
Craig McGee - Craig came through the Academy 
and Reserves ranks at Sutton United before 
signing on at Fetcham Grove in January 2019. He 
established himself in the starting X1 towards the 
end of last season with a series of impressive 
displays. 
 

Robbie Mundow – Young midfielder who started 
with Tanners Under 21s before making over 50 
appearances during a two-year spell with Guildford 
City. Re-joined the Tanners in September 2018. 
 
Jerry Nnamani – Formally of Bromley, Crystal 
Palace and Sittingbourne and, at only 27 years of 
age, Jerry is already a club legend having made over 
350 appearances since becoming one of Richard 
Brady’s first signings for the Tanners in 2011. He is 
solid at the back and great in the air.  
 
Simon Offei – 19 year-old Italian born midfielder 
who played for Sutton United U18s before signing for 
Whyteleafe in August 2018. Joined Tanners in July. 
 
Zaki Oualah – Popular 24-year-old goalkeeper now 
in his second spell at the club. Zaki signed in May 
2017 and was a vital part of the Tanners squad that 
reached the 2nd Round of the FA Cup. Re-signed in 
September 2018 after spells with Aldershot Town, 
Hayes & Yeading and Hendon. Previous clubs also 
include Merstham, Godalming, Met Police, 
Aylesbury and Farnborough with whom he gained 
promotion from the Evo-Stik Southern Central 
Division in 2016/17. 
 
Will Salmon – Centre half and club captain who 
began his career with Aldershot Town before moving 
to AFC Wimbledon and then Ebbsfleet United in the 
Conference Premier in the 2009/10 season. 
Switched to AFC Telford and was part of their 
Conference North promotion-winning side, going on 
to make over 80 appearances before moving to Bath 
City in the summer of 2013. He had a short spell at 
Woking before spending four years at Met Police. 
Signed for Tanners in May 2018. 
 
Steve Sardinha – South African-born midfield 
playmaker with an eye for goal who made his 
Tanners debut in January 2019. His previous clubs 
include Bishops Stortford, Dulwich Hamlet, Basildon 
United and Clapton. 
 
Will Seager - Will is in his third season at the club, 
having originally played for the Tanners' Academy 
side. Another versatile player who is equally at home 
playing at full back or in midfield. Signed first team 
forms in 2017 and made his first start in the County 
Cup win over Kingstonian in February 2018. 
 
John Ufuah – Flying winger who came through the 
Dartford Academy system. Made his Tanners debut 
in August 2018. John had a spell with Three Bridges 
Town last season before returning to Fetcham 
Grove. 
 
 
 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

Records show that the first encounter between Horsham and a team taking the Leatherhead name took 
place 125 years ago, making the Surrey side among our oldest opponents. Perhaps fittingly, that match 
ended all-square at two goals apiece although the Tanners took the honours in the first competitive meeting 
nearly 60 years later, winning an FA Amateur Cup tie 1-0 at Fetcham Grove courtesy of a late Wilcox goal. 
Leatherhead have enjoyed the greater success, winning 22 competitive matches to date, but we have 
chosen to take a look at two of the more memorable among Horsham's 18 victories:  

 

We’ve met before 
 

Horsham 6 Leatherhead 4 
Saturday 31st December 1960 
Corinthian League 
 
Horsham saw out the year by overturning a 3-4 
second half deficit to defeat Leatherhead on a 
muddy Queen Street pitch. The hosts attacked from 
the off, with Mick Browning hitting the post in only 
the second minute and Dave Collyer and Roy 
Mobsby also going close to scoring before 
Browning eventually found the breakthrough. 
Dowse restored parity on 20 minutes only for 
Browning to net again from a Jimmy Carter pass. 
Collyer quickly made it 3-1 from another Carter 
'assist' but the two goal lead was cut before the 
break when Dowse scored his second. 
 
For the first twenty minutes of the second half 
Leatherhead hardly moved out of their own half and 
reserve goalkeeper Norman West kept a lonely vigil 
at the other end. More chances were missed and 
Burkett headed off the line before a quick break saw 
Dowse complete his hat-trick with a long shot. A 
minute later Leatherhead went ahead when 
Edwards flicked the ball on, sending it trickling 
slowly beyond West’s outstretched hands. It 
seemed incredible that, after 60 minutes, a team 
that had spent almost an hour in its own half could 
be ahead but, within two minutes, Horsham were 
level when Browning made his own hat-trick with a 
low shot. The narrow misses continued until the 
72nd minute when Tony Barnett played the ball 
back to Collyer who fired home. Three minutes later 
Mobsby made it a tidy score with a thirty yard 
blockbuster that brought warm applause around the 
ground. 
 
Horsham: Norman West, Ron Hartley, Geoff 
Crowther, Billy Bell, Glyn Jones, Roy Mobsby, 
Jimmy Carter, Don Cocozza, Mick Browning, Dave 
Collyer, Tony Barnett 
 
Leatherhead: A Hutchins, M Wicks, G Burkett, P 
Edwards, D Kay, D Wall, T Millard, R Dowse, K 
Edwards, J Adams, B Harvey 
 

This is the highest aggregate of goals scored in a 
competitive match between the two sides although 
Horsham went one better with a 7-4 friendly win on 
March 25th 1896. 

Leatherhead 2 Horsham 4 
Saturday 4th February 2006 
Ryman League Division One 
 
Promotion-chasing Leatherhead and Horsham 
served up a treat of a match that began in 
sensational style with Marc Charles-Smith crossing 
for Dave Carpenter to score after just two minutes. 
Worse was to come for the Hornets when Steve 
Sargent sent Wes Harrison in behind the Horsham 
defence and, although Rob Frankland blocked 
Harrison’s effort, Charles-Smith prodded home the 
second from close range. The shell-shocked 
visitors, roared on by their equally stunned 
supporters, hit back within two minutes when Carl 
Rook laid the ball off for Jamie Taylor to score and 
when Taylor combined with Lee Carney for the latter 
to draw the sides level, 60 seconds later, it ended a 
crazy spell of four goals in eight minutes. Then a 
quite superb move saw the visitors take the lead on 
20 minutes. Taylor, John Westcott, Carney, Ian 
Payne and Mark Hawthorne were all involved in the 
attack that was finished off by Eddie French. 
 
Neither side were able to add to the score again 
before the break, despite both creating several good 
chances, and Frankland needed to be at his best at 
the start of the second half to keep Leatherhead at 
bay. The turning point of the second half came 
through the dismissal of full-back Jamie Beer for two 
bookings and, shortly after, Horsham sealed the win 
when another flowing move ended with Westcott 
lifting Carney's defence-splitting pass skilfully over 
'keeper Tommy Dunn with 15 minutes remaining. 
The ten men rallied and struck the crossbar near the 
end but this was Horsham's day. 
 
Horsham: Rob Frankland, Ian Payne, Matt Geard 
(Andy Walker), Eddie French, Andy Howard, Mark 
Hawthorne, Lee Carney, John Westcott, Jamie 
Taylor, Carl Rook, Gary Charman  
 
Leatherhead: Tommy Dunn, Jamie Beer, Dante 
Alighieri, Iain Hendry, Mark Harper, Wes Harrison, 
Steve Sargent, Dean Carpenter, Richard O'Connor 
(Warren Waugh), Marc Charles-Smith, Julian 
Thompson 

 



 

 

  

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2019/20 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

09 Jul Steyning Town FR 4-3  Hayward 2, Sparks 2  

13 Jul HARTLEY WINTNEY FR 4-1 328 Merchant, Newton, Hudson 2  

16 Jul HAYWARDS HEATH 

TOWN 

FR 2-0 223 Harris, Smith  

20 Jul CRAWLEY TOWN FR 3-1 1080 Smith, Lavery 2  

23 Jul Eastbourne Town FR 2-4  Smith, Lavery  

27 Jul Wimborne Town FR 2-2 160 Miles, Harris  

30 Jul East Grinstead Town FR 2-2  Lavery, O'Toole  

03 Aug Burgess Hill Town FR 2-0 237 Smith, Dawson  

10 Aug LEATHERHEAD LGE     
13 Aug Bognor Regis Town LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  
17 Aug Enfield Town LGE    

24 Aug Tower Hamlets or Selsey FAC     
26 Aug Lewes LGE     
31 Aug  FOLKESTONE INVICTA LGE     
14 Sep Brightlingsea Regent LGE     
17 Sep WINGATE & FINCHLEY LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

21 Sep CARSHALTON ATH LGE     
28 Sep Cheshunt LGE     
01 Oct Corinthian-Casuals LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

05 Oct HORNCHURCH LGE     

12 Oct Bishop's Stortford LGE     

19 Oct MERSTHAM LGE     

22 Oct CRAY WANDERERS LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

02 Nov Haringey Borough LGE     

09 Nov BOWERS & PITSEA LGE     

16 Nov Potters Bar Town LGE     

23 Nov Kingstonian LGE     

30 Nov MARGATE LGE     

07 Dec Folkestone Invicta LGE     

14 Dec EAST THURROCK UTD LGE     

26 Dec Worthing LGE     

01 Jan LEWES LGE     

04 Jan Hornchurch LGE     

11 Jan CORINTHIAN-CASUALS LGE     

18 Jan Merstham LGE     

25 Jan BISHOP'S STORTFORD LGE     

01 Feb Cray Wanderers LGE     

08 Feb HARINGEY BOROUGH LGE     

15 Feb Leatherhead LGE     

18 Feb BOGNOR REGIS TOWN LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

22 Feb CHESHUNT LGE     

29 Feb Carshalton Athletic LGE     

07 Mar POTTERS BAR TOWN LGE     

14 Mar Bowers & Pitsea LGE     

21 Mar ENFIELD TOWN LGE     

28 Mar East Thurrock United LGE     

04 Apr BRIGHTLINGSEA REG LGE     

11 Apr Wingate & Finchley LGE     

13 Apr WORTHING LGE     

18 Apr KINGSTONIAN LGE     

25 Apr Margate LGE     

 (Home fixtures in BOLD) 

  Key: FR – Friendly, LGE – Isthmian Premier Division, FAC – FA Cup  



 

 

  

Match sponsors 2019/2020 
Horsham Football Club would like to thank all this season's match & matchball sponsors 

Date Opponent Match sponsor Matchball sponsor 

10.08.19 Leatherhead Lello Business Pete Tanner 

31.08.19 Folkestone Invicta  Blue Stragglers 

17.09.19 Wingate & Finchley  Richard Eastwood 

21.09.19 Carshalton Athletic Dual Strength & Fitness Pete Little 

05.10.19 Hornchurch Horsham 1881 Mid-Sussex Cars 

19.10.19 Merstham  In memory of Roy Wells 

22.10.19 Cray Wanderers   

09.11.19 Bowers & Pitsea Monksgate Business Services  

30.11.19 Margate   

14.12.19 East Thurrock United  Joe Clarke 

01.01.20 Lewes Jim Rae Pete Little 

11.01.19 Corinthian-Casuals SEUCL  

25.01.20 Bishop's Stortford   

08.02.20 Haringey Borough   

18.02.20 Bognor Regis Town   

22.02.20 Cheshunt   

07.03.20 Potters Bar Town Horsham 1881  

21.03.20 Enfield Town Shirley 'Patricia' Rae  

04.04.20 Brightlingsea Regent   

13.04.20 Worthing Paul William Arnold  

18.04.20 Kingstonian Neil Richmond  

 
SEASON TICKETS are currently on sale for the 2019/2020 campaign, saving you a whopping £51 on 

regular matchday admission – that's four league matches for FREE, with a couple of pints thrown in for 

good measure! Not only that but season ticket holders automatically become full members of Horsham 

Football Club and will receive a complimentary card for the new Club Members Scheme, which will 

enable purchases to be made in the clubhouse at discounted prices (full details to be announced shortly). 

In addition, season ticket holders will be eligible to vote at the club's Annual General Meeting. What's 

more, if you purchase a season ticket today, we will refund this afternoon's admission price in full! 

Season ticket prices: 

Adults £180 
Senior Citizens over 60*, Under 18s*, students (with valid card) £100 
Under 16s* £30 
* on 10th August 2019 
 

Please ask a club official or visit the office for a form today, alternatively download a copy via our website 

at https://www.horshamfc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Season-Tickets-2019_20.pdf  

2018/19 admission prices: 

Adults £11 
Senior Citizens over 60, Under 18s, students (with valid card) £60 
Under 16s £2 
Under 5s FREE 

 



 

 

  

 

Here we go! Nine months of twists and turns, shocks and surprises and everything in between is about to 
start all over again! It seems pre-season has raced by during this sweltering summer and we’re now set for 
the big season opener. There are a few changes for the 2019/20 season as part of The FA’s National 
League System restructuring, working towards a ‘Pure Pyramid’ for the 2020/21 season of 1-2-4-8-16-17. 
One interesting law being introduced across all levels of grassroots football is temporary dismissals also 
known as 'sin bins'. Players' dissent will result in 10-minute temporary dismissals from the pitch. The 
mandatory rule change will be implemented up to Step 5 and Tier 3 and below in women's football. 

Perhaps the main headline in terms of promotion and relegation this season is there won’t be Super Play-
offs at Step 3. Last season the four play-off winners faced off in two one-off finals for a place at Step 2. This 
year, only the bottom two in the National League North and South with be relegated which allows for the 
four champions and four play-off winners at Step 3 to be promoted. This is because from the 2020/21 
season, Step 2 will be increasing from 22 clubs to 24, with four teams being relegated from each division. 

Relegation from Step 3 this season will see two teams go down from each division along with two third 
bottom clubs with the worst points-per-game ratio. This means, at Step 4, the seven champions and seven 
play-off winners will all be promoted. There is an eighth Step 4 division being introduced for the 2020/21 
season and that will be run by the Northern Premier League – addressing some of the travelling challenges 
in the north of the country. 

There will be 24 clubs promoted from Step 5 to 4. The 14 champions across Step 5 will go up, with second 
and third place in the North West Counties, Northern League and Northern Counties East also automatically 
promoted. The remaining 11 second-place clubs will then be ranked on points-per-game and the four 
highest will be promoted. 

With the remaining seven second-placed clubs – a one-season scenario – will play-off with the seven 
bottom-placed clubs at Step 4 for a winner-takes-all game. 

There will be 76 clubs from Step 6 promoted to Step 5 – two clubs from each of the two South West 
Peninsula divisions and the top four from all other Step 6 divisions. The bottom two clubs in each of the 20 
divisions are liable to relegation. 

From 2020/21, Step 5 will increase from 14 divisions to 16 and Step 6 will reduce from 20 to 17. The United 
Counties League and Combined Counties Leagues have been awarded an additional Step 5 division each. 

The West Midlands Regional and East Midlands Counties are due to lose their Step 6 status. The clubs 
within those divisions will remain at Step 6 subject to promotion and relegation on completion of the 2019/20 
season. The Hellenic League will have its current two Step 6 divisions reduced to one which avoids 
operating with two divisions that are undersubscribed. Step 7 is also being aligned with County FAs to 
become the “pinnacle of county football”. 

So there you have it! Plenty of change for this season and beyond as the FA works towards a better Non-
League structure.  

All the best for the season ahead and enjoy! 

- David Richardson 



 

 

  

 

 

 



 

  

 
 



 

  Football is set for some rule changes this season after the IFAB (International Football Association Board) 
approved a number of amendments and clarifications to the current Laws of the Game. The changes came 
into force on June 1st though competitions starting before that date had the option to delay their introduction 
until the next season. The reason for the changes, the IFAB explain, is to "reflect solutions to ‘problem areas’ 
raised by all parts of the football family. In accordance with the requirements of The IFAB that potential Law 
changes should be considered within the structure of the play fair initiative, all changes for 2019/20 fall into 
at least one of the initiative’s three focus areas: Improving player behaviour and increasing respect, 
increasing playing time, increasing fairness and attractiveness." 
 
It's not the first time that the rules of the beautiful game have been tweaked and it probably won't be the last 
as administrators continue to figure out the best way forward in a world of changing technology. With the 
changes set to come into effect across the game this season, we take a look at some of the main ones to 
look out for. 
 
Free kicks: No attacking players in the defensive wall  
From this season on, we're going to see an interesting change to the way free-kicks are taken. The IFAB 
has approved a rule change which prohibits attacking players - ie those from the team to whom the kick has 
been awarded - from being in the wall. Specifically, when there is a wall of three or more players, attackers 
are not allowed within one metre of it. Any attacking player found to be less than one metre from the wall 
when a free-kick is taken will be penalised and the other team will be rewarded with an indirect free kick. 
 

 
 
The idea behind the change is to avoid time-wasting and disturbances between players that may result in 
physical altercations. The IFAB said: "There is no legitimate tactical justification for attackers to be in the 
‘wall’ and their presence is against the ‘spirit of the game’ and often damages the image of the game." 
 
Substitutions: Players must leave the pitch at the nearest point 
The rule-makers have struck a further blow against cynicism in the game by introducing a change to 
substitution protocol. Players who are being taken off and replaced must now leave the pitch by the nearest 
point on the touchline, which means we will no longer be forced to endure preposterously slow walks to the 
half-way line. So players will have to think twice about how they exit the pitch and, not only that, they must 
make their way straight to the technical area or dressing room otherwise they risk being sanctioned for 
unsporting behaviour. 
 
Yellow and red cards for coaches 
In order to clamp down on difficult behaviour from coaches who don't see eye to eye with the referee or their 
opposite number, officials will be able to show them yellow or red cards in the same way they do with players. 
If, in the event of a touchline melee for example, the offending individual cannot be identified for punishment, 
the senior coach who is in the technical area will be the default recipient. 
 
 

Football rule changes: What are the new additions to the game? 



 

 

  

Penalty kicks: Goalkeepers must have at least one foot on the line 
The issue of penalty kicks has cropped up a few times in recent years and the trend has been towards 
reducing the freedom of the goalkeeper. That hasn't changed with the latest update to the rules, which 
dictate that the shot-stopper must not be moving or touching the goalposts. The new rule changes also say 
that the goalkeeper must have at least part of one foot on, or in line with, the goal-line. "Allowing the 
goalkeeper to have only one foot touching the goal line (or, if jumping, in line with the goal line) when the 
penalty kick is taken is a more practical approach as it is easier to identify if both feet are not on the line," 
goes the IFAB's explanation. "As the kicker can ‘stutter’ in the run, it is reasonable that the goalkeeper can 
take one step in anticipation of the kick." As well as those points, the penalty taker will now be permitted to 
receive a quick treatment if necessary before taking the kick. 
 
Handball: Accidental offences deemed free-kicks 
The IFAB has attempted to provide more clarity on the handball offence for occasions when the offence is 
deemed to be 'non-deliberate'. Essentially, the changes will mean that there will be no goal in cases where 
the ball accidentally strikes a player's hand before crossing over the line. Similarly, if a player has 
accidentally handled the ball and created an advantage or subsequently scores, they will be penalised with 
a free-kick. 
 
Drop ball no longer competitive 
The dropped ball is no more. Well, at least not as we know it. If play is stopped inside the penalty area the 
ball will simply be dropped for the goalkeeper. If it is stopped outside the penalty area the ball will be dropped 
for a player from the team that last touched the ball. In all cases, players will have to be at least four metres 
(four and a half yards) away. Here's the IFAB's explanation: "The current dropped ball procedure often leads 
to a ‘manufactured’ restart which is ‘exploited’ unfairly (e.g. kicking the ball out for a throw-in deep in the 
opponents’ half) or an aggressive confrontation. "Returning the ball to the team that last played it restores 
what was ‘lost’ when play was stopped, except in the penalty area where it is simpler to return the ball to the 
goalkeeper. "To prevent that team gaining an unfair advantage, all players of both teams, except the player 
receiving the ball, must be at least 4m (4.5 yds) away." No less than four metres away? Expect many an 
attacking player to make the most of the space and shoot straight at goal if that were to happen just outside 
the penalty area! 
 
Goal kicks 
The experiment that at a goal kick the ball is in play once it is kicked and clearly moves, and does not have 
to leave the penalty area, created a more dynamic/constructive restart to the game. It has reduced the time 
‘lost/wasted’ and has stopped the tactic of a defender deliberately playing the ball before it leaves the penalty 
area, knowing that all that will happen is that the goal kick will be retaken. Opponents must remain outside 
the penalty area until the ball is in play. However, as with a ‘quick’ free kick, if the goal kick is taken quickly 
and the opponents did not have time to leave the penalty area, they can intercept the ball after the kick has 
been taken but they cannot prevent the kick from being taken. 
 
Sin bins 
Referees will have the authority to administer dissenting players a temporary dismissal of ten minutes from 
this season, for all U23 leagues and those at Step 5 and below. The rule applies only to active players (ie 
not substitutes or team officials) and is indicated by the brandishing of a yellow card and a signal by the 
referee to the 'temporary dismissal area' (usually the technical area). Any player receiving a second 
temporary dismissal in the same match will serve the dismissal period but then take no further part in the 
match, although that player may be subsequently substituted at the end of the dismissal period (assuming 
the player's team has not used it's maximum number of substitutes). A player who receives a second 
temporary dismissal and a caution for another yellow card offence takes no further part in the game and 
may not be substituted.  
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A round-up from Horsham Youth 
 
It's been a busy time for the squads preparing for the new season. We're entering a new chapter at our new 
home, for which we owe a great deal of thanks to John, Kevin, Jeff, Paul and Mark on the board and all the 
committee and host of volunteers who have given their time to get the new ground ready for everyone to 
enjoy. Of course, our homecoming is tinged with sadness as we will miss our President Frank King, who 
was such a passionate supporter of the youth section. We all have fond memories of Frank, who will always 
be in our thoughts, and the youth section will be honouring him with a memorial seat on the surround of The 
Jack Scrase Memorial Community Pitch. 
 
We have split the teams between two leagues this season to get more competitive football for the older age 
groups. We are continuing in the Saywell International Arun & Chichester Youth League for age groups U11, 
who are new this season, U12s, U13s and U15 Green but have also entered the Mid-Sussex Youth League 
for our U14s, U15 Amber and the newly-formed U16s. We are eagerly awaiting the release of the fixtures! 
All registrations are being processed by the leagues, ready for the start of the season which is looking like 
Sunday 8th September, but there is plenty going on before that with pre-season matches and training. 
Sunday Morning into the afternoon at the Camping World Community Stadium is always busy and the 
squads' supporters will have the new clubhouse breakfast menu to look forward to in the coming weeks! 
 
Membership Cards are ready for the squads, and a big thankyou to Red River Solutions for printing the cards 
free of charge and supporting Horsham FC Youth Section. Kits are on order so we are ready to GO. 
 
As a Secretary I look back to what previous managers would have thought of the new ground, and I still 
pinch myself. From being nomads for so long, having to lump around kit and equipment, having no storage 
for any of it, rainwater running down your neck as you put up nets, nowhere to sit and socialise and have a 
coffee after the match, training on poor surfaces, and the U18s having to fold after many years of hard work 
as we had no venue for them to play! We can't wait for the new season to begin at this fantastic new facility. 
We even hope to have the U18s running again next season, if all goes to plan. Wow..how fantastic it is for 
the squads now! A container to keep all the training kit in, no putting up goals, a clubhouse on-site with 
parking and a quality training ground and fantastic place to play. Some people who I know very well would 
be over the moon to just to have a good pitch to play on, not only that but being able to watch the first team 
manager and coaches is an inspiration for the younger members of the club so let's hope we can embrace 
our new surroundings and stabilise as a youth section as we find our feet here at the Hop Oast.  
 
We are grateful to all our sponsors, old and new, who have gone out of their way to help us with benches, 
picnic tables and financial backing for the new season. As we are self-funding, we couldn't run without you 
so big thanks to Tesco and Covers Timber & Builders Merchants for providing the benches and picnic tables.   
Please take a look at the book and programme trolley in the clubhouse, by the Hornets' club shop. All funds 
raised will go towards player cover on the Jack Scrase Community Pitch, which will not only benefit Horsham 
FC's youth section but all the grounds hires. Over the last few weeks we would like to thank everyone who 
has donated to the fund. You can also help by donating sports books to the trolley, where they will be 
gratefully received. Thank you for your support, as always. 
 
Wishing Dom, Adam, Jimmy and Steph all the best for the new season and all the supporters, volunteers, 
Board of Directors, committee and all Horsham squads (not forgetting the Vets). It's going to be fantastic. 
Whatever happens, we are together in our new home looking forward to lots of great memories to be made 
in 2019/20 and beyond.  

~ Annie 

 

 
Forthcoming fixture: 

Horsham U23s v Woking U23s 
Pre-season friendly 
Monday 12th August 
The Camping World Community Stadium 
kick-off 7.45pm 
Admission: FREE 
 



 

  

 

Dom Di Paola XI 
(members of the 2016  

Southern Combination League title-winning squad) 

versus 

Horsham 'Legends' XI 
(includes stars from our historic 2007 FA Cup run) 

 

 

 
 

 

 
The Camping World Community Stadium, 

Horsham Football Club 

kick-off 2pm 

In aid of Shooting Star Children's Hospices and Diabetes UK 

 

 

 
Admission is FREE 

 

 

 

 

Sunday 11th August 2019 

                                           



 
     
  No sooner has a season ended than football supporters across the country start counting down to the start 

of the next one, to the pre-season schedule and the chance to see their side back in action once again, to 
espy any new signings, perhaps a new playing strip or maybe even come up against new opponents. 
Horsham supporters are no different but this year took on even greater significance with the return to the 
town and our brand new ground. But they had to wait to enjoy the new facilities that the Camping World 
Community Stadium could offer and content themselves initially with a trip to Steyning where, aided by five 
trialists, last season's play-off winners only edged out their Southern Combination League opponents by the 
odd goal in seven, thanks to Harvey Sparks' last minute strike.  
 
Eleven years of homelessness was finally brought to an end on Saturday 13th July when we opened our 
doors for the first time, for the visit of Hartley Wintney, and the players put in a performance truly worthy of 
the occasion. Dylan Merchant only scores goals of historical significance so, not content with having been 
responsible for the effort that earned our promotion back in May, it was he who spectacularly netted our first 
in our new home. The visitors equalised, somewhat undeservedly, before half-time but two goals from trialist 
Malachi Hudson and another from new signing Zack Newton rewarded a dominant second half display in 
which all the scoring was completed before Hartley's Matt Drage was dismissed for dissent. There was 
another last-minute goal as we hosted last season's promotion rivals Haywards Heath, three days later, but 
there was none of the nip and tuck of Steyning as the Hornets ran out comfortable 2-0 winners, thanks to 
Charlie Harris and that last-gasp spot-kick by Chris Smith. 
 
The crowning moment of the summer came with the visit of Crawley Town, to mark the ground's official 
opening, and what a spectacle it was! Well over a thousand people flocked to the stadium to watch this first 
meeting of the old rivals in nine years and how our players rose to the task. Smith put us in front, only for 
Reece Grego-Cox to equalise for the SkyBet side, but two second half goals from Kieran Lavery put clear 
daylight between the two teams that, thanks to some fine work by Josh James between the sticks, wasn't 
relinquished. Boasting a 100% record after four games, we embarked upon the first of our final four 
preparation matches - all away from home - at Eastbourne Town, where we came back down to earth with 
the proverbial bang as Town's Dan Perry bagged a second half hat-trick to help our hosts record a 4-2 win.  
 
Hampered after a lengthy and frustrating journey down to Dorset, we found ourselves 2-0 down at half-time 
to a powerful Wimborne Town side but showed great spirit after the break to pull one back through Will 
Miles and then take a deserved share of the spoils with the final kick of the game, courtesy of a quite 
audacious strike by Charlie Harris from all of fifty yards - at least that's how it was described by those who 
didn't have the misfortune of missing it while updating fellow supporters of events on social media! We had 
to stage yet another comeback in our penultimate outing, away to East Grinstead Town, where despite 
Lavery netting his fourth goal of the summer, we found ourselves trailing until seven minutes from time when 
Rob O'Toole's fierce free-kick put us back on terms.  
 
A very satisfying pre-season programme was concluded last Saturday with a 2-0 win at Burgess Hill Town, 
whose place we have taken in the Premier Division following their relegation last season. Both goals came 
in the second half, courtesy of Smith and Lea Dawson, while the Hillians' best chance of scoring saw Andrew 
Briggs' effort come back off the woodwork with the match goalless. 
 
 
 
 

 

Pre-season round-up 

 



 
 
  

 



 
 
 
  

 

A series of articles by the author of the book ‘A History and Guide to Football Programmes’ 
describing how programmes have changed over a century-and-a-half of Association Football 

 

Setting the Scene 
 

Today’s newspapers and magazines may use modern colour print and photographic techniques, but they 
would still be recognisable to a Victorian transported by time-travel to 2019. Similarly with other periodicals, 
and certainly with books. It is most unlikely, however, that our time-warped visitor would recognise the 
printed word as sold to him at a football match.  
 
The matchday programme has undergone dramatic change since it first emerged as a means of identifying 
players in the 1870’s. Today, it is a glossy, colourful and sophisticated communications and marketing 
vehicle, sold in prodigious quantities and for sums far removed from the penny or halfpenny of Victorian 
days. 
 
In the course of this series of articles, the development of matchday programmes will be chronicled, and put 
into the perspective of contemporary life and the game they represent. Avid readers of modern programmes 
may bemoan the prevalence of advertisements, but these vital fund-raisers become fascinating historical 
markers as we roll back the years. The local butcher, baker and candle-stick maker were present in just 
about every club programme, as was the local brewery, theatre (and then cinema), newspapers and 
menswear shops. 
 
Local industries were prominent amongst the advertisements - razor blades in the Sheffield clubs’ 
programmes, vehicle and cycle accessory manufacturers in the Birmingham clubs’ issues, ship-builders 
advertising for workers on Clydeside. We can watch local economies evolve over the life of a club’s 
matchday programme by reading the adverts. 
 
Trends within the game are, of course, apparent in editorials and features, while great teams, marvellous 
players, and some unhappy times in the game may be recalled from the playing and managerial personnel 
listed in the programmes.  
 
If the content of programmes down the years is varied, then so are the formats and styles used by clubs 
and associations. From the simple teamsheet of Victorian days, listing players and their distinguishing 
features, to the colourful, glossy booklets of the 1990’s - the history of football programmes is as varied and 
interesting as the game itself, as we will discover over the course of this season. 
 
For more information and advice on programmes and programme collecting, please visit www.pmfc.co.uk. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next issue: Nineteenth Century Teamsheets 

 



 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

  

SUPPORTERS COULD BE 
READING ABOUT YOUR 
COMPANY OR SERVICES 

RIGHT HERE 
Interested? 

Email commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 

for details 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORSHAM  LEATHERHEAD 

Amber & Lincoln Green 

 

   All Red 

George Bentley                   22   Zaki Oualah 

Harry Mills    Ezra Ikebuais 

Harvey Sparks    Misha Djemaili 

Steve Metcalf    Craig McGee 

Joe Shelley    Will Salmon 

Dylan Merchant    Jerry Nnamani 

Will Miles     Charlie Hester-Cook 

Dean Lovegrove    Dan Gallagher 

George Hayward    Eddie DSane 

Jack Brivio    John Ufuah 

Jared Rance    Simon Offei 

Alex Kelly   Calvin Ekpiteta 

Lea Dawson    Will Seager 

Charlie Harris     Andrew Blake 

Lee Harding    Steve Sardinha 

Rob O'Toole    Travis Gregory 

Chris Smith     Robbie Mundow 

Kieran Lavery      

Zack Newton     

 

 

    Referee: Jim Paterson 

Assistant referees: Nic Hucker & Simon Weston 

 

Coming next to the Camping World Community Stadium 

Saturday 31st August 2019 

Folkestone Invicta 

Isthmian League Premier Division 

kick-off 3pm 

 

Facebook: www.facebook/HorshamFC  

Twitter: @horshamfc  
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