
rane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and ensuring 
there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid season. I 
can't wait !! 
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The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism 

and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any forms of discriminatory 

abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be reported to the 

Football Association for action by that association. 
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GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the 
ground: musical instruments, drums, klaxons, 
air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke bombs, 
flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any 
object that may be deemed to be dangerous. 
Spectators may not bring alcohol or food and 
drink into the ground. Spectators must, if 
required, submit themselves to be  searched 
in order that the club can prevent any prohibited 
items from being brought into the ground. The 
club reserves the right to eject from the ground 
and prosecute any person who has: 
 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by 

or club official, steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or 

used obscene, racist or insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or 

floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism 

against Horsham Football Club  
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the 

clubhouse building 
 
The following are not allowed in the ground 
under any circumstances: 

 Ball games, scooters, skateboards etc. 

 Flares, smoke bombs 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators must 
remain behind the pitch barrier at all times. All 
vehicles are parked in the car park at the 
owner’s risk and the Horsham Football Club 
accepts no liability for any losses or damage to 
vehicles of any kind.  

 

BetVictor Isthmian Premier Division  

December 200 Club results 

1. Richard Southward  No.54 £300 

2. Madeline Twine       No.28   £70 

3. Tim Harrison            No.92   £40  

If you would like to take part in our popular monthly draw 

for just £2.50 per month, and stand a chance of winning 

up to £300, or would like to take additional numbers, 

please speak to a club official or visit our website 

www.horshamfc.co.uk/200-club for details  

  P W D L F A Pts 

1 Folkestone Invicta 21 13 5 3 41 21 44 

2 Worthing 21 13 5 3 46 32 44 

3 Horsham 21 12 4 5 35 20 40 

4 Hornchurch 19 11 5 3 39 15 38 

5 Carshalton Athletic 20 10 6 4 32 22 36 

6 Enfield Town 20 10 5 5 40 34 35 

7 Cray Wanderers 21 9 7 5 42 34 34 

8 Bognor Regis Town 19 10 2 7 39 27 32 

9 East Thurrock United 18 10 1 7 33 25 31 

10 Leatherhead 19 9 4 6 28 28 31 

11 Potters Bar Town 20 7 6 7 33 34 27 

12 Margate 20 7 5 8 28 34 26 

13 Kingstonian 17 6 7 4 21 18 25 

14 Bishop’s Stortford 20 8 1 11 27 42 25 

15 Haringey Borough 17 7 3 7 25 24 24 

16 Lewes 19 6 4 9 26 29 22 

17 Bowers & Pitsea 17 6 2 9 23 23 20 

18 Merstham 21 4 3 14 21 42 15 

19 Cheshunt 20 4 2 14 20 38 14 

20 Brightlingsea Regent 21 3 4 14 16 43 13 

21 Wingate & Finchley 20 2 6 12 20 40 12 

22 Corinthian-Casuals 19 2 5 12 18 28 11 

 

http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/


  
Greetings 

HAPPY NEW YEAR! Welcome, one and all, to The Camping World Community Stadium as we kick off 
2020 with a match against our old rivals Lewes, who we hope enjoy their first visit to our new ground 
and have a safe and trouble-free journey back home this evening. Welcome, too, to match sponsor 
Jim Rae and matchball sponsor Pete Little, whom we thank for their generous backing. 
 

Well what a year we’ve had, and what a decade it’s been! On the face of it, very little would appear to have 
changed over the last ten years as we began 2010 with strong hopes of finishing the season in the Premier 
Division play-off places and saw off 2019 harbouring very similar ambitions. But, between those chronological 
bookends, what a tale to tell. A long and frustrating period of homelessness, eight managers, two relegations, 
a league title, last season’s play-off final success and now a brand new home of our own barely tells the story 
and I’ve no doubt we could fill an entire programme with shared memories, both good and bad. But this is 
the first day of another new year and we should be looking forwards, not backwards, although you’ll have to 
indulge me for a moment as I reflect on Thursday’s disappointment at Worthing.  
 
I can’t say that I’m a huge fan of Boxing Day matches. Amongst other issues, the lack of public transport 
makes the simple act of getting to a match difficult at best while that look of spousal disapproval that 
accompanies an anxious request for a ‘permit’ to attend that day’s match, rather than spending it with the 
family, can drive a wedge into the most harmonious of relationships. But, having been given a grudging 
‘thumbs up’ to attend my first Hornets’ Christmas fixture for 25 years, I was looking forward to seeing how 
we would fare against our in-form local rivals. Sadly, the answer was a resounding ‘not too well’, although 
the margin of defeat was somewhat harsh on our players who conceded twice in the final minutes when 
chasing an equalising goal. We didn’t help ourselves, with two dismissals and two ‘gift’ goals, but hopefully 
we can put this rare ‘off day’ behind us and return to winning ways against another of our long-standing rivals. 
 
Although we have lost just two of our last eight meetings with Lewes, you probably have to go back to the 
mid-1990s for the last time we faced the Rooks as favourites. Yet that is the situation we find ourselves in 
this afternoon with our visitors currently sat in 16th place, having won just six of their 19 league matches. 
Back in August, in temperatures far removed from today’s, we enjoyed a 2-0 win at the Dripping Pan and 
went on to enjoy a first half of the season spent almost exclusively in the play-off places. By contrast, Lewes 
have not risen above 14th and were forced into a rebuild of sorts when manager Darren Freeman quit to 
pursue a business opportunity in October. Yet they have shown signs of improvement in recent weeks, with 
victories over Bishop’s Stortford and Merstham, a goalless draw with leaders Folkestone Invicta, and cup 
successes over Sevenoaks and Chichester. They have a host of talented and exciting individuals such as 
Jordy Mongoy, Dayshonne Golding, and ex-Hornet Billy Medlock and should all be nicely rested having not 
played since 14th December. So, favourites or not, our players will be ill-advised to approach this match with 
anything but full focus if they are to begin the new decade with the bonus of three points. 
 
We hope to get our first sight of striker Greg Cundle this afternoon, after he dual-registered with us at the 
weekend from Conference South side Concord Rangers. Greg, 22, began his career as a youngster at 
Gillingham but went on to play for Kingstonian and East Grinstead, for whom he scored 20 goals in 25 
appearances last season, prior to joining Concord in the summer. We wish him every success during his 
time with us. 
 
Today marks the start of a busy time for the seniors, with four matches in ten days. On Saturday we make 
the trip to fellow promotion hopefuls Hornchurch, to which we are running a coach (details further in the 
programme), on Tuesday we have the chance to avenge our Boxing Day loss when we host Worthing in the 
quarter-final of the Sussex Senior Cup (kick-off 7.30pm), and then we welcome Corinthian-Casuals to The 
Camping World Community Stadium on Saturday 11th January. Not only that but our U23s take on South 
Park here on Monday (ko 7.45pm) and our youth sides return from their festive break this Sunday.  
 
On Sunday it was our pleasure to host our first-ever ‘international’ fixture when teams representing The 
Chagos Islands and Panjab contested a CONIFA World Cup Finals qualifying fixture. Although the tie ended 
in a resounding defeat for the locally-based Chargossians, we understand they were impressed enough by 
our facilities to want to play future matches here, so watch this space! 
 
Last but not least, can I remind you all to purchase your tickets for our Grand Draw, in support of Shooting 
Stars’ Children Hospice, that will take place in the clubhouse following today’s match. A full list of prizes can 
be found further inside this programme. Good luck! 



 

 

 

http://www.smithgadd.co.uk
http://www.bryantfixings.co.uk


  

Hello everyone and a very happy New Year to you all. I hope you had a good Christmas.  
 
Our result at Worthing on Boxing Day was disappointing but sometimes you have to hold your hands up and 
say that we were beaten by the better side. I’ll admit that we weren’t at our best, and weren’t helped by the 
fact that five of our players were suffering from ‘flu, but Worthing were more dynamic than us up front, kept 
the ball well, and just have a far stronger squad than we do at this stage of our development. You’ve only got 
to look at Ollie Pearce starting on the bench. Here’s a player who has won play-offs but can’t get into the 
starting eleven! We certainly weren’t at our best but our plans failed miserably when Harvey got sent off and 
we had to reshuffle. We gave away a cheap goal at the start of the second half and then suddenly you start 
to tire mentally, knowing you’re a goal behind and a man down. But the most disappointing thing for me was 
that we allowed the ref to affect us, especially in the second half. We’d told the boys at half-time not to let his 
decisions get to us but when the opposition manager takes three of his best players off because they’re on 
a yellow then I think that tells you all you need to know about the way it was going. It hurt a bit that a couple 
of people made snidey remarks about us not being a good footballing side after that performance because I 
know that we are, and I hope we get the opportunity to throw those comments back at them in the coming 
weeks and months. 
 
It was a disappointing way to end what was a fantastic year. We played fifty matches in all competitions and 
only lost nine so the boys deserve an awful lot of credit. I’ve been fortunate enough to enjoy some really 
good times in my football career but the play-off final win in May was without doubt my best moment as a 
manager. Winning up at Enfield and away to Haringey Borough this season was pretty special too and it’s 
also been nice to play in front of decent crowds nearly every other week, but we have to try and keep a bit 
of realism about the remainder of the season. We want to try and keep things ticking along but I believe we’re 
now at a bit of a crossroads as a club. I love all the boys, they’re a terrific bunch who have done so well for 
us, but we have to work out a way of attracting the next grade of player and you only have to look at Worthing 
to see a club with a perfect set-up. You’ve got lads in their first team who have come through the academy 
and are on £50 a week, which allows them the opportunity to go out and bring in the likes of Ollie Pearce or 
Aarran Racine – good, experienced players who have been successful further up the leagues but cost a lot 
more money.  
 
For now, though, we want to keep the season ticking along but need to start picking up points again very 
quickly after a pretty bad December. Today we face a Lewes side who suffered badly from injuries at the 
start of the season but now they’ve got everyone back I’d expect to see the real Lewes, one that will be 
climbing up the table. They’ll be as desperate to beat us as we will of beating them so it should be a good 
game. On Saturday we have another tough fixture when we go to Hornchurch but we’ve shown all year that 
we shouldn’t fear anyone. We’ve already beaten them here but although that counts for nothing on the day, 
we’ve proved that we can go toe to toe with the best sides in this division and I trust in the players to give 
their all in every game. 
 

 
Our congratulations to Dom and wife Carly on the birth of their son, Dylan, on December 19 th and 
also to Dylan Merchant and his partner, Demerese, on the recent birth of their first child.  
 
 
 
 
 
Today’s match is sponsored by former Horsham District Councillor Jim Rae, to whom we offer our thanks for 
his generous support. “Following the collapse of the plans to relocate to Holbrook back in 2008, I kept my 
promise to work with the club to achieve the right home in the right place and I am so pleased to see my 
friend Frank King’s long held wish/dream come true” he said. “I know that this is totally due to the hard work 
of the club’s Directors, Committee and HISC and you all deserve the deep and everlasting respect that I hold 
all of you in. Sadly, the first day of 2020 may well be the last ‘first day of a year’ that Shirley and I are residents 
of Horsham but, whatever the future may bring, we will always look back with affection on our 28 odd years 
in Horsham and our (even if sometimes difficult) association with Horsham FC and its dedicated supporters” 
 

From the boss 
 

Introducing today's match sponsor: JIM RAE 

 



  

 

 



  
BetVictor Isthmian League Premier Division round-up 
 Merstham picked up their first win since mid-September, a run of 

twelve matches, when December signing Shola Ayoola netted the 
only goal of the game against visiting Haringey Borough with 15 
minutes to go. Worthing also enjoyed a one goal margin of victory 
in their match against Enfield Town, who suffered a fourth 

successive loss despite battling back from two goals down. The 
hosts looked on their way to record a comfortable victory when 
Reece Myles-Meekums and Ollie Pearce found the net inside the 
opening ten minutes but Mo Faal hit back for the visitors when he 
converted a penalty, midway through the first half, before levelling 
the scores just before the hour mark. But a Joel Colbran goal, six 
minutes from the end, ensured the points for the Mackerel Men. 
 
The bad weather made for a reduced league programme on the 
last Saturday before Christmas, with the matches at Brightlingsea, 
Cheshunt, East Thurrock and Kingstonian postponed and, in the 
three matches that escaped, two were drawn. Perhaps the biggest 
shock came at Carshalton Athletic where the home side’s 
suggested 
 

Tuesday December 17th 

Merstham 1 Haringey Borough 0 
Worthing 3 Enfield Town 2 
 
Saturday 21st December 
Carshalton Athletic 1 Merstham 1 
Margate 0 Leatherhead 0 
Wingate & Finchley 1 Potters Bar Town 2 
 
Thursday 26th December 

Cray Wanderers 0 Leatherhead 1 
Enfield Town 5 Haringey Borough 3 
Folkestone Invicta 4 Margate 0 
Worthing 3 Horsham 0 
 
Saturday 28th December 

Corinthian-Casuals 3 Cheshunt 1 
Hornchurch 3 Brightlingsea Regent 0 
Potters Bar Town 1 Kingstonian 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

march up the table was checked slightly by Merstham, who suggested their defeat of Haringey Borough was 
no fluke by returning home with a point from a 1-1 draw. The Moatsiders went in front through an own goal 
by the hosts’ Paris Hamilton-Downes’, whose backpass wrong-footed ‘keeper Kleton Perntreou and went into 
the net via a post. The Robins’ skipper made amends just six minutes later, though, when he headed in from 
a corner but Merstham went closest to winning it when Shola Ayoola put a shot against the post. Lowly 
Wingate & Finchley got off to a whirlwind start in their local derby with Potters Bar Town when, just sixty 

seconds after having a goal ruled out for offside, they went ahead through Bilal Sayoud’s first goal of the 
season. Keagan Cole levelled things for the visitors on 18 minutes but Bar wasted a chance to go ahead with 
13 minutes remaining when Josh Hutchinson’s spot-kick was well saved by Shane Gore. Incredibly, Wingate 
suffered the same fate when Alex Read’s penalty was kept out by R’avan Constable. But that wasn’t the end 
of the drama as, just two minutes from time, Bradley Sach struck to secure a first away win for the Scholars 
since October 12th. Forget greetings cards, it was those of a yellow variety that were being handed out at 
Margate where the hosts were the recipients of five of them in their goalless draw with Leatherhead. 
 
Just four matches were played on Boxing Day but, between them, they produced 16 goals. With second 
meeting third at Woodside Road, Folkestone Invicta knew that they had to defeat local rivals Margate in 

their high noon showdown to go into the New Year in top spot. The Worthing and Horsham players were 
given hope of overhauling them after a goalless first half but two goals in two minutes, from Ira Jackson and 
Johan Ter Horst, put Invicta in the driving seat before late sub Chinedu McKenzie scored twice in stoppage 
time to secure a solid victory for the hosts. Worthing did, at least, draw level on points with the Kent side by 
virtue of their 3-0 success over the Hornets, who ended the match with only nine men following the dismissals 
of Harvey Sparks and Ben Dyett. Cray Wanderers missed the chance to move to within three points of 
Horsham when they went down 1-0 at home to Leatherhead, thanks to Callum Driver’s goal four minutes into 
the second half. It is the fourth successive match in which the Tanners have kept a clean sheet – five if you 
include the Surrey Senior Cup – and puts them up to tenth. There was a goalfest at The Queen Elizabeth 
Stadium where hosts Enfield Town edged a ding-dong tussle with Haringey Borough. Goals by Ryan 
Blackman and Mo Faal, either side of a Chiduben Onokwai penalty, gave Town the half-time advantage but 
a crazy fifteen minute spell in the second half saw Danilt Akindayini level things up, debutant Lyle Della-Verde 
put the home side back in front only for Onokwai to restore parity once more. Faal struck to make it 4-3, three 
minutes later, and Billy Bricknell put the icing on the Enfield cake with a fifth in stoppage time. The match 
between Lewes and Bognor Regis Town was postponed. 

  
Corinthian-Casuals supporters were finally able to celebrate a home league win when they beat Cheshunt 

3-1 on Saturday, helped by goals in the final eight minutes by Coskun Ekim and Shaun Okojie. Reece 
Beckles-Richards had given the visitors a first half lead only for Kevat Serbonji to equalise a minute later. The 
victory takes them to within two points of 3rd from bottom Brightlingsea Regent, beaten 3-0 at Hornchurch 
who jumped to 4th after goals from Rickie Hayles, Chris Dickson and Nathan Cooper. Regent’s George Bugg 
saw a late penalty saved. Kingstonian are six games unbeaten after first half goals from Louie Theophanous 

and Dan Bennett gave them a 2-1 win at Potters Bar, for whom Josh Hutchinson netted a late consolation. 
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Match summaries 
 
Tuesday 17th December 
Horsham 1 Whyteleafe 0 
(Velocity Trophy Knockout Stage 1) 
Att 175 

 
South-East promotion hopefuls Whyteleafe pushed Horsham all the way in this Velocity Trophy tie but were 
undone by Jerry O’Sullivan’s first goal in Horsham colours. The full-back’s strike, on twelve minutes, came 
after Izzy Adebayo’s terrific curling effort had come back off George Bentley’s crossbar and was the perfect 
finish to good approach play by Harry Mills and Charlie Harris. Later, a long-ranger from Harris just cleared 
the crossbar but Horsham’s main threat came from the marauding runs of Mills down the right flank. 
Numerous enticing balls were zipped across the face of goal by the former Walton Casuals man but all went 
unconverted and the Hornets almost paid the price when Matthew O’Donoghue headed Mason Saunders-
Henry’s cross wide. Sheikh Ceesay turned another Harris strike behind for a corner but all eyes were on 
referee Neil Morrison in the closing moments of the half as he drew concerns that the match may be 
postponed when he spoke to both benches about the thickening fog.  
 
Having delayed the restart by ten minutes to allow visibility to improve, the second half got underway with 
the visitors striving purposefully to get back on terms but Bentley was in the right place to keep out a header 
from Bentley Graham and, shortly after, produced a scrambling save to deny Saunders-Henry. Lee Harding 
and Mills both went close to doubling Horsham’s lead but nothing more than half chances was to fall to either 
team as Horsham comfortably withstood some late pressure to move into the next round. 
 
Team: George Bentley, Steve Metcalf (Jerry O’Sullivan), Harvey Sparks, Jack Brivio (Charlie Harris), Joe 
Shelley, Harry Mills, Rob O’Toole, Lea Dawson, Chris Smith, Kieron Pamment (Alex Kelly), Lee Harding 
 
Thursday 26th December 
Worthing 3 Horsham 0 
(Isthmian League Premier Division) 
Att 937 
 
The impressive 937-strong Boxing Day crowd who braved the elements for this 2nd v 3rd local ‘derby’ saw 
few chances of note in the opening period. Alex Kelly headed away a dangerous free-kick just five minutes 
in, while George Bentley punched clear Jesse Starkey’s whipped corner shortly after. The visitors had their 
first opportunity in the 13th minute when Harvey Sparks went down the left before playing in the overlapping 
Chris Smith and when his ball into Rob O’Toole squirmed out to Sparks, the full-back’s strike fell wide of the 
post. The match was beginning to live up to its billing with robust challenges starting to fly in and  Worthing’s 
Alex Parsons was booked for a late tackle on Sparks, with the latter also booked for dissent. Horsham were 
fortunate not to go a goal down on the half-hour mark when Ben Dyett was robbed of possession on the edge 
of the box but Reece Myles-Meekums skewed his shot wide. Sparks’ earlier yellow card came back to haunt 
him when he pulled back Parsons, who would otherwise have had a clear run on goal, with the referee giving 
him his marching orders with a second yellow.  
 
Smith was sacrificed as Joe Shelley was sent on to help bolster the ten men but it took the hosts just four 
minutes of the second half to make the breakthrough when a shot from Parsons was misjudged by George 
Bentley who, flat-footed, couldn’t adjust his position in time and the ball trickled agonisingly over the line. Will 
Miles’ over-hit back-pass caused more trouble as the young stopper was forced into a hasty clearance to the 
feet of Myles-Meekums, who was promptly fouled. Bentley palmed away Jesse Starkey’s resulting set-piece 
before Horsham suffered another blow when ‘last man’ Dyett was red-carded for bringing down his opponent. 
But it took a defensive slip to finally give the hosts clear daylight when Shelley was dispossessed, leaving 
sub Ollie Pearce to dink the ball over Bentley. The Mackerel Men sealed the three points with a well-worked 
move when Ricky Aguiar’s cheeky back heel took two covering defenders out of the game and Myles-
Meekums slid the ball across to Pearce who finished comfortably first time. 
 
Team: George Bentley, Jerry O’Sullivan, Harvey Sparks, Alex Kelly, Ben Dyett, Will Miles (Lee Harding), Rob 
O’Toole, Lea Dawson, Chris Smith (Joe Shelley), Jack Brivio (Charlie Harris), Harry Mills  
 
You can read the reports in full at www.horshamfc.co.uk  

 



 

  

Lewes Football Club was formed following a meeting at The Royal Oak pub on 23rd September 1885 
and became a founder member of the East Sussex League the following year. After finishing bottom 
of the league for four consecutive seasons, the club moved to the Mid-Sussex League, later re-joining 
the ESL and going on to play one season in the Brighton, Hove & District League before, in 1920, 
becoming one of the founder clubs of the Sussex County League. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Six years later, the club entered the newly expanded Isthmian League. Promotion to Division One soon 
followed although two sixth-place finishes in 1982 and 1989 were the highest positions attained in Division 
One. During that time, Lewes reached the final of the Sussex Senior Cup on three occasions, winning the 
trophy in 1985. Disaster struck in 1990/91 when Lewes were relegated for the first time in their history. An 
immediate return as runners-up to Purfleet followed, but that success was short-lived and relegation in 
successive years meant that by the 1994/95 season the club was down in Division Three. 
 
The slide continued and the first season in the basement division would have been the last in the league if it 
hadn’t been for Cove, who ultimately propped-up the league and saved Lewes from automatic demotion. 
The club survived rather than thrived until the 1998/99 season when Jimmy Quinn joined as manager and, 
at the first attempt, missed out on promotion by just one place. Midway through the 1999/2000 season, 
Martin Elliott and a new board of Directors stepped in and immediately the fortunes of the club began to 
improve, with the capture of the Sussex Senior Cup in 2001. The pinnacle of the men's team's achievement 
was to gain promotion to the top of the non-League pyramid in 2007/8, while a brand new women's team 
was established that underwent a dramatic rise from park football to the Women's Combination.  
 
Behind the scenes a group of six supporters, calling themselves Rooks125, were working hard to take the 
club into community ownership and, in July 2010, Lewes FC was officially transferred out of private 
ownership into a mass-ownership Community Benefit Society called Lewes Community Football Club. The 
six members of Rooks125 worked to install improved working practices and procedures during the season 
before planning to open up the wider ownership of LCFC to all the club’s supporters in 2011/12.  
 
In July 2015 the club opened a state-of-the-art 3G all-weather facility, adjacent to The Dripping Pan, for the 
whole community to use as well as all Lewes FC teams to train on. Unfortunately, restricted resources saw 
the Men’s team drop down two Leagues, to the Isthmian League South, before finishing as runners-up in 
2017/18 to return to the Premier Division, while the Women enjoyed a meteoric climb up to the FA Women's 
Premier League (South). In 2017, we launched the ground-breaking EqualityFC campaign that saw Lewes 
FC become the first (and currently only) club side in the world to have equal playing budgets for women and 
men. In October 2019, first team manager Darren Freeman stepped down to concentrate on his work with a 
sports management company, with Ross Standen and Tony Coade stepping up from their coaching duties 
to become Joint Managers. 
 
The club is building a solid foundation on which to build for the future. It has around 1,400 Owners and has 
gained a great reputation for all its community work and stand-out marketing. Planning permission has also 
been gained to build a new Community Clubhouse inside the Pan and the estimated £1.5m required is all 
that we need! 
 
Lewes currently occupy 16th place in the Premier Division, having beaten Leatherhead (4-1), Brightlingsea 
Regent (3-2), Corinthian-Casuals (1-0), Cheshunt (2-0), Bishop’s Stortford (2-0) and Merstham (4-2). They 
are through to the quarter-finals of the Senior Cup, in which they travel to Peacehaven & Telscombe, and 
go to Bracknell Town in Knockout Stage 2 of the Velocity Trophy. 

Introducing 

LEWES 
 

 

Progress was slow and, despite four runners-up places, by the 1960s Lewes had only 
one Sussex RUR Cup win to their name. In 1965, the club’s fortunes changed 
dramatically, winning the County League title for the first time as well as both the RUR 
and Sussex Senior Cups. Their title win enabled them to become members of the 
Athenian League and, after winning the Division Two title in 1968, promotion to the 
Premier Division was gained two years later when the Division One title was snatched 
from Boreham Wood, with a further Sussex Senior Cup triumph added in 1971. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Lewes Player Profiles 

Nathan Stroomberg (goalkeeper) 
The young shot-stopper made his senior bow in the 
2015/16 season opener against Leatherhead and has 
been part of the first team squad since. Having spent 
the past few seasons as a first-team understudy and 
on loan at clubs such as Hassocks and Saltdean Utd, 
Nathan is now an established first-team keeper. 
 
Tom Day (defender) 
Tom made an instant impact, scoring twice in his first 
five appearances for the Rooks. The 20-year-old 
centre-back joined the club in October 2018 from 
Sussex rivals Eastbourne Borough. 
 
Leon Redwood (defender) 

The versatile left-back is in his second spell at the 
Dripping Pan, having first arrived in 2015/16. He 
broke through the youth ranks at Brighton & Hove 
Albion, and has also played for Farnborough, 
Eastbourne Borough and Chelmsford among others. 
He rejoined midway through the 2017/18 as 
defensive cover, but a string of highly impressive 
performances led him to nail down the left-back slot 
on a permanent basis. Missed most of the second 
half of the 2018/19 season due to injury. 
 
Jason Dawson (defender)  

Previously at Loxwood, Jason joined the Rooks in the 
summer of 2019 having impressed during pre-
season.  
 
Frankie Chappell (defender) 
The commanding centre-back spent more than ten 
years at Folkestone Invicta, helping them gain 
promotion to the Bostik Premier League in 2016/17 
and repeating the feat with the Rooks a year later. He 
was manager’s Player of the Season in 2017/18. 
 
Alex Malins (defender) 

Alex initially joined on loan from Crawley Town at the 
end of March 2014 and signed permanently during 
the close season. The young defender returned to the 
Dripping Pan after spending a successful work 
experience period at the end of the 2012/13 season. 
Comfortable at centre-back, full-back and in midfield, 
Alex has also spent time with Bognor Regis Town and 
Peacehaven & Telscombe. He was voted Manager’s 
Player of the Year and Players’ Player of the Year in 
2015/16. Missed the 2018/19 season due to injury. 
 
James Hammond (midfielder) 

James broke into the Peacehaven & Telscombe side 
as a 16-year-old and went on to establish himself as 
a first-team regular at the Magpies. Primarily a central 
midfielder, the energetic and combative youngster 
also has an eye for goal and signed for the Rooks in 
November 2015, making his debut at Staines Town. 
 

Charlie Coppola (midfielder) 
Despite still only 20, Charlie is one of the squad's 
longest serving players, having broken into the side at 
the age of 17. Currently studying at Warwick 
University, Charlie had trials with Bristol City and 
Millwall before opting for a career in medicine. One of 
the most dangerous players with the ball at his feet. 
 
Michael Onovwigun (midfielder)  
Strong, solid midfielder who started his career with 
Chesterfield before spells at Dulwich Hamlet and 
Carshalton Athletic. Joined the Rooks in the summer. 
 
Michael Dome-Bemwin (midfielder)  

Michael (often referred to as Michael Awaah) is a 
much-travelled midfielder, having played in the USA, 
Spain and Cyprus. Now back in England, he’s 
bringing his bustling energy to the Lewes midfield. 
 
Tegan Freeman (midfielder) 

Young midfielder who is a key player in the Rooks 
successful U18s set-up. Nephew of former manager 
Darren, he made his first team debut at Folkestone 
Invicta in November. 
 
Stefan Ilic (midfielder) 

A summer recruit from Tooting & Mitcham, Stefan’s 
stunning ball skills won him a full-time deal after 
impressing in the club’s pre-season fixtures. Scored 
on his Rooks debut against Enfield Town on the 
opening day of the season. 
 
Kane Diedrick-Roberts (midfielder) 
Kane came through the youth ranks at Manchester 
United, where he lined up alongside players such as 
Marcus Rashford. Spent last season with Greenwich 
Borough before joining the Rooks in the summer. 
 
Jordy Mongoy (midfielder/forward) 
Jordy is a bums-off-seats player who joined the club 
in the summer of 2019 after catching our scout’s eye 
whilst playing for Hastings Utd in 2018/19. He finished 
last season with 15 goals and has previously played 
for Dagenham & Redbridge and Billericay. 
 
Dayshonne Golding (midfielder/forward) 

A tall and tricky winger, Dayshonne is a product of the 
Dartford Academy who initially joined Lewes on a 
season-long loan from Hastings United in 2018/19. 
Has also played for Phoenix Sports. 
 
Billy Medlock (forward) 

A player who needs no introduction, having caught the 
eye with some spectacular goals during his time with 
the Hornets in 2012/13. Now in his second spell with 
the Rooks, Billy includes Eastbourne Borough, 
Hastings Utd and Sutton Utd among his former clubs. 
 



  

 

 

 



 

  
When you’ve met 117 times competitively, in 13 different competitions, contested 4 cup finals and shared 
over 450 goals, then you come to understand why Horsham versus Lewes is described as a long-standing 
rivalry! Despite having failed to beat our East Sussex opponents in either of the first three meetings, Horsham 
hold the upper hand in this fixture with 53 wins to the Rooks’ 43 and, in that time, there have been just three 
goalless draws. With the current form of the two teams, I can’t see that last statistic going unchanged at 5 
o’clock today but, equally, we’ll all be amazed if the match produces the THIRTEEN goals scored in the 
meeting on November 27th 1926, the highest aggregate in a match between the two clubs. This afternoon 

we look back at the first and most recent meetings, which resulted in a win for each side. 

We’ve Met Before 

Mid-Sussex Senior League 
Tuesday December 13th 1913 
Horsham 2 Lewes 3 

 
In fine, sunny, weather Horsham took on Lewes with 
a number of regulars absent and, as a result, their 
attack was weak, worsened by an injury to Archer that 
all but reduced them to ten men for much of the game.  
 
The visitors got off to a terrific start, Hall heading past 
Fred Sparkes inside the opening minutes, and went 
on to have the bigger share of the game through their 
superior combination and individual skill. Horsham 
had to work hard defensively to keep their opponents 
at bay but a miskick by Stedman enabled Hendy to 
cross in to Woolven who headed in Lewes’ second. 
 
Ray reduced the deficit, early in the second half, when 
he sent a powerful low free-kick into the Lewes net 
that took everyone by surprise. But that injury to 
Archer proved pivotal as Lewes eventually took 
advantage by restoring their two-goal advantage 
when Philcox followed up to head the ball into the net 
after a shot had come back off the crossbar.  
 
Ray responded by sending an effort wide of an upright 
but then missed a great opportunity to pull his side 
back to within a goal once more when, following a foul 
on Joey Richardson in the penalty area, he put his 
spot-kick against the post. Richardson had more joy 
when, from a well-flighted corner by Darcy Worcester, 
Davey pulled the ball back for the prolific forward to 
score with a shot into the roof of the net.  
 
Now only a goal in arrears, Horsham made strenuous 
efforts to draw level but only the brilliance of Sparkes 
in the home goal prevented Lewes from scoring on at 
least two further occasions. At the other end Ray shot 
wide, as did George from a free-kick awarded against 
a foul throw by a Lewes player.  
 
Horsham: Fred Sparkes, Edward Knight, A Stedman, 
Walter Jupp, A George, Frank Manvell, H Archer, 
Darcy Worcester, ‘Joey’ Richardson, F Ray, A Davey 
 
Lewes: F Cull, Haydon, Weatherley, W Tester, Hendy, 
Woodall, Buckman, Philcox, Woolven, Hall, Peel 

 

BetVictor League Premier Division 
Monday 26th August 2019 
Lewes 0 Horsham 2 

 
This Bank Holiday fixture was played in blisteringly 
hot weather and, as a result, the match took a while 
to get going with Michael Dome-Bemwin blasting the 
first chance over the crossbar for the Rooks. 
 
George Bentley had to go full stretch to stop a 
miscued cross from dropping beneath the bar while 
his opposite number, Nathan Stroomberg, stood up 
well to deny Chris Smith. The first half was a story of 
brave defending from both sides, with neither able to 
fashion a clear-cut opening until the closing stages 
when Horsham spurned the golden opportunities. 
First, Smith side-footed Zak Newton’s inviting cross 
wide and then an unmarked Kieran Lavery missed 
the ball just six yards from goal. 
 
Horsham went in front seconds after the restart when 
Smith dummied Lavery’s pass and George Hayward 
raced through to score. James Hammond went close 
to levelling immediately when Bentley touched his 
free-kick on to a post but, shortly after Newton had 
gone close to netting Horsham’s second, Frankie 
Chappell was sent-off to leave Lewes with an uphill 
task made worse when Joe Shelley powered in a 
header to put the Hornets in the driving seat. 
 
Once again Hammond was frustrated by the 
woodwork when his shot came back off a post but, 
despite Lewes’ best efforts, Horsham almost added 
to their lead in the closing stages when Zac Fagan 
cleared off the line. 
 
Horsham: George Bentley, Harry Mills, Joe Shelley, 
Harvey Sparks, Will Miles, Charlie Harris (Alex 
Kelly), Lea Dawson, George Hayward (Jared 
Rance), Kieran Lavery, Chris Smith (Rob O’Toole), 
Zack Newton 
 
Lewes: Nathan Stroomberg, Inesh Sumithran 
(Stefan Ilic), Tom Day, Michael Dome-Bemwin, 
Frankie Chappell, Zac Fagan, Kieron Pamment, 
James Hammond (Ross Barclay), Olajuwon 
Adeyemo (Dean Bown), Dayshonne Golding, 
Michael Onovwigun 
 



 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are delighted to offer the following merchandise that can be purchased from the club shop today. 

 

Replica 1st team home shirt: £38 (short-sleeved), £40 (long-sleeved) Members’ rate: £34 (s/s), £36 (l/s) 

Replica 1st team away shirt: £38 (short-sleeved), £40 (long-sleeved) Members’ rate: £34 (s/s), £36 (l/s) 

Sizes: S to XXL 

 

Child’s replica shirts (home & away): £29 (short-sleeved), £30 (long-sleeved*) Members’ rate: £27 
(s/s), £28 (l/s) 

Sizes: XS to XL 

*home shirts only 

 

Polos:  £19.50 Members’ rate: £17.50 

Sizes: S to XXL (men & women sizes available) 

Colours: Men only – bright pink, orange, green, yellow, heather grey, denim   

         Women only – khaki, light blue 

 

Hoodies: £24.00 Members’ rate: £21.50 (Children aged 1-13yrs £22, Members’ rate: £20) 

Sizes: S to XXL (men & women sizes available) 

Colours: green, yellow, black 

 

Zip up hoodies: £26 Members’ rate: £23.50 

Sizes: S to XXL (men & women sizes available) 

Colours: green, yellow, black 

 

Scarves: £10 Members’ rate £9 

Horsham football: £10.50 Members’ rate £9.50 

Golf umbrella: £22.50 Members’ rate £20.50 

Mini umbrella: £13 Members’ rate £12 

Pennant: £10 Members’ rate £9 

Baseball cap: £11 Members’ rate £10 

Beanie hat: £10 Members’ rate £9 

Beanie hat with pom-pom: £11 Members’ rate £10 

Travel mugs: £6.50 Members’ rate £6 

Ceramic mugs: £5.50 Members’ rate £5 

Badges: £3.50 – £5.50 Members’ rate £3 – £5 

HFC Bag for Life: £3.50 Members’ rate £3 

HFC Keyring: £3.50 Members’ rate £3 

Torch keyring: £3.50 Members’ rate £3 

HFC pens: £2.50 Members’ rate £2 

Club Shop 

    



 

  

 
Over recent weeks at NLP Towers, we’ve been reminiscing about the last ten years in Non-League football and 
picked out some of the most significant moments and their protagonists. You may have seen the features in the 
paper and there were plenty of tough calls among those we just had to get in. But it quickly dawned on us that 
it’s an almost impossible task. When we put the question out on social media, the responses came flooding in. 
From favourite goals to individual matches, cup wins and title triumphs – the list went on and on. 
   
In many ways the variety of replies shows just how vast Non-League football is, and how much so many different 
clubs mean to people. While sometimes we may question standing in the cold on a wet December night, when 
those big moments come along it makes it all worthwhile. Of course, the debate is subjective. That is also what 
makes this game so much fun to watch and care about. The discussions that fill a car ride home from an away 
game or are had over a pint in the bar after a game.  
 
The last ten years have gone by in the blink of an eye. The very landscape of Non-League football has changed 
since the decade began. Clubs have risen through the Pyramid, others have sadly slipped off the map altogether. 
There are new play-off formats in the National League’s three divisions and there are even play-offs at Step 5. 
We’ve also seen the introduction of new divisions at Steps 3 and 4 – with the latter to get another, taking the level 
to eight next year. The make-up of Step 5 and 6 will also be changing. Without a crystal ball it’s impossible to 
know exactly how Non-League will look in another ten years. There will surely be plenty of differences and there 
are issues the game needs to collectively address in the near future. Will the EFL accept three-up, three-down? 
Will their clubs want to allow the use of artificial surfaces? Will there be rule changes to ensure the sustainability 
of clubs? Time will tell but, at the heart of it, football fans will hopefully still be enjoying those special, and very 
personal, moments.  
 
So let’s hear your moment, manager and player of the decade – email us at nlp@greenwayspublishing.co.uk or 
tweet us @NonLeaguePaper and your answer may be featured in the paper! 
 

 



 

  

 



 

  

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2019/20 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

10 Aug LEATHERHEAD LGE 1-1 711 O'Toole 9 

13 Aug Bognor Regis Town LGE 1-1 545 O'Toole 12 

17 Aug Enfield Town LGE 4-1 333 Smith 2, Harris, Newton                                     7 

24 Aug Tower Hamlets FAC 6-1 89 Miles, Smith 2, Newton, OG, Rance 7 

26 Aug Lewes LGE 2-0 600 Hayward, Shelley 6 

31 Aug  FOLKESTONE INVICTA LGE 0-1 622  9 

07 Sep Metropolitan Police FAC 1-1 143 Smith 9 

10 Sep METROPOLITAN 

POLICE 

FAC 3-2 445 Sparks, Smith 2 9 

14 Sep Brightlingsea Regent LGE 4-0 166 Smith 3, Harris 7 

17 Sep WINGATE & FINCHLEY LGE 2-1 412 Harris, Smith 4 

21 Sep DARTFORD FAC 0-2 902  5 

28 Sep Cheshunt LGE 1-0 197 OG 3 

01 Oct Corinthian-Casuals LGE 2-1 177 Brivio, Lavery 2 

05 Oct HORNCHURCH LGE 1-0 619 Harris 1 

08 Oct CARSHALTON ATH LGE 2-2 556 Smith, Harris 1 

12 Oct Bishop's Stortford LGE 0-2 302  3 

19 Oct MERSTHAM LGE 4-0 602 Harris, O'Toole, Smith, Dawson 2 

22 Oct CRAY WANDERERS LGE 1-1 481 Dawson 2 

26 Oct Haringey Borough FAT 0-3 285  2 

02 Nov Haringey Borough LGE 2-1 386 O'Toole, Pamment 2 

09 Nov BOWERS & PITSEA LGE 4-0 497 Smith 3, Merchant 1 

12 Nov Newhaven SSC 3-1  Miles, Shelley, Sparks 1 

16 Nov Potters Bar Town LGE 2-0 229 Dawson, Harding 1 

30 Nov MARGATE LGE 0-3 747  1 

03 Dec Littlehampton Town SSC 1-1  Kelly (won 4-2 on pens) 2 

07 Dec Folkestone Invicta LGE 1-2 536 Charman 3 

14 Dec EAST THURROCK UTD LGE 1-0 539 Charman 2 

17 Dec WHYTELEAFE VEL 1-0 175 O’Sullivan 3 

26 Dec Worthing LGE 0-3 937  3 

01 Jan LEWES LGE     

04 Jan Hornchurch LGE     

07 Jan Worthing SSC   Kick-off 7.30pm  

11 Jan CORINTHIAN-CASUALS LGE     

18 Jan Merstham LGE     

25 Jan BISHOP'S STORTFORD LGE     

01 Feb Cray Wanderers LGE     

05 Feb Kingstonian LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

08 Feb HARINGEY BOROUGH LGE     

15 Feb Leatherhead LGE     

18 Feb BOGNOR REGIS TOWN LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

22 Feb CHESHUNT LGE     

29 Feb Carshalton Athletic LGE     

07 Mar POTTERS BAR TOWN LGE     

14 Mar Bowers & Pitsea LGE     

21 Mar ENFIELD TOWN LGE     

28 Mar East Thurrock United LGE     

04 Apr BRIGHTLINGSEA REG. LGE     

11 Apr Wingate & Finchley LGE     

13 Apr WORTHING LGE     

18 Apr KINGSTONIAN LGE     

25 Apr Margate LGE     

  Key: LGE – Isthmian Premier Division, FAC – FA Cup, FAT – FA Trophy, SSC – Sussex County Cup, VEL –  

          Velocity Trophy 



 

  

Match sponsors 2019/2020 
Horsham Football Club would like to thank all this season's match & matchball sponsors 

Date Opponent Match sponsor (£90) Matchball sponsor (£30) 

10.08.19 Leatherhead Lello Business Pete Tanner 

31.08.19 Folkestone Invicta Horsham 1881 Blue Stragglers 

17.09.19 Wingate & Finchley Mid-Sussex Cars Ltd Jonathan Kenworthy 

21.09.19 Dartford Dual Strength & Fitness Pete Little 

05.10.19 Hornchurch Horsham & Crawley Counselling Group In memory of Roy Wells 

08.10.19 Carshalton Athletic Jeff Barrett Sean Bravery 

19.10.19 Merstham Octotech Richard Eastwood 

22.10.19 Cray Wanderers PAPYRUS Howard Frogley 

09.11.19 Bowers & Pitsea Monksgate Business Services Matt and Jack Dale 

30.11.19 Margate John Newell Wally & Pam 

14.12.19 East Thurrock United Mark Butler Joe Clarke 

17.12.19 Whyteleafe Neil Chartres Dave Walters 

01.01.20 Lewes Jim Rae Pete Little 

07.01.20 Worthing  Tim Harrison 

11.01.20 Corinthian-Casuals SEUCL Jack Everley 

25.01.20 Bishop's Stortford Visit Horsham Dave Hempstead 

08.02.20 Haringey Borough David Hillier Chessington Old Farts Society 

18.02.20 Bognor Regis Town Christopher Kirk Hive HR Solutions 

22.02.20 Cheshunt Ben & Richard Williams Chessington Old Farts Society 

07.03.20 Potters Bar Town Horsham 1881 Ian Dunscombe 

21.03.20 Enfield Town Shirley 'Patricia' Rae Ian Dunscombe 

04.04.20 Brightlingsea Regent Jim & Sue Bravery Ian Dunscombe 

13.04.20 Worthing Paul William Arnold Ian Dunscombe 

18.04.20 Kingstonian Neil Richmond Ian Dunscombe 

 

 

Travel in style with the Hornets  
 

Hornchurch v Horsham 
 

Saturday 4th January 2020 

Depart Horsham Park & Ride @ 11:30am 

Cost: £13 return 

Book your place by contacting admin@horshamfc.co.uk 

or call 01403 458854 

 Air-conditioned 

 Fully seat-belted 

 Toilet  

 Comfort 

 

 

We still have a small number of Pitchside advertising boards available at very competitive prices. 

Please contact Commercial Director Paul Osborn at commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk for details 

 



 

  

You have until half-time today to purchase tickets for our Christmas Raffle, for which Shooting Star Children’s 
Hospices is our chosen beneficiary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last year’s draw was a tremendous success, raising over £2,000, and this one promises to be just as popular with 
hundreds of tickets having been sold over the course of the last month. Our thanks go to all those who have given their 
time to sell tickets, to those who have bought them, and of course to the generosity of everyone who has so kindly 
donated a prize – the full list of which can be seen below. The draw will take place following today’s match. 
 

 £200 of gift vouchers from Camping World 
 Canon home printer from Lello Business 
 Selection of prizes from Higgidy Pies 
 Vouchers for Brighton & Hove Greyhound Stadium 
 A4 photobook and postage from YearBooks Direct 
 Vouchers for Mr Chips, Horsham 
 Two tickets for Denbies Wine Estate Classic Winery Tour & Vineyard Train Tour 
 Vouchers for Horsham Tandoori 
 £10 voucher for Fenwick 
 Bottle of spirits from the clubhouse bar 
 £15 voucher from Waitrose 
 Six bottles of Harveys IPA 
 Children’s hamper from the Horsham FC club shop 
 Five x gift packs from Shepherd Neame Breweries 
 Football signed by the Horsham FC first team squad 
 Voucher from Greggs 
 Fortnum & Mason hamper from Gemma Baxter of Hive HR Solutions 
 Two x three bottles of Chardonnay from BevTech 
 Bottle of Glenmorangie whisky from Mark Butler 
 Bottle of Ophir gin from Paul Osborn 
 Sunday lunch for two (exc drinks) at The Cherry Tree Inn, Faygate courtesy of Heinz 
 Yellow Henry the Hoover from Andy Kent of Southern Counties Janitorial Supplies 
 Voucher from Sumners Pond Restaurant, Barns Green 
 Family-sized pizza from Domino’s of Southwater 
 Box of treats for all the family from Horsham FC Youth 
 Selection of books from Waterstones of Horsham 
 Bottle of Courvoisier VSOP Cognac from Jeff Barrett 
 Football signed by the Crawley Town 1st team squad 
 Voucher from Jengers Craft Bakery, Billingshurst 
 Voucher from Coco’s Hairdressers, Billingshurst 
 Bottle of Baileys from Pete Little 
 Hamper from Jeannie, Roger and Howard 
 Two large picture frames from Nigel Smithers 
 Bottle of whisky from Les Hay 
 Bottle of champagne from ‘a fan’ 

 
 

Christmas Raffle 

 

http://www.brightonandhovegreyhoundstadium.co.uk/


 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  

 
 
The highly-acclaimed Camping World Community Stadium is not only the new home of Horsham FC 
and its youth team squads but is also available to hire! 
 
Open seven days a week, our fabulous clubhouse can provide function or meeting facilities for up to 200 
people and includes complimentary parking, a fully-serviced bar, catering facilities, free Wi-Fi, and large 
screen TVs (BT Sport & Sky Sports enabled). So, if you’re looking for somewhere in the heart of the 
community at which to host a corporate event, exhibition, quiz night, wedding reception, engagement or 
birthday party, or any kind of social occasion then we would love to hear from you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
But that’s not all. We have also made our two superb all-weather pitches open to the community so if you 
are looking for somewhere to host matches for your school or college, or even to stage a tournament, then 
get in touch. We know that poor weather can lead to frustrating postponements for our local sides so we are 
also happy to provide full match facilities on Saturday afternoons, when not already in use by our first team, 
on a “first come, first served”, basis. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact Hornets Commercial Director Paul Osborn on 07748 802424 or email commercial@horsham-
fc.co.uk for further details. 
 
 

Looking for somewhere to host an event? Then give us a try. 

  

 

“(Our event) went really well, and we were delighted 
with the venue and the service you provided. Thank you 
so much to you all for really looking after us. We had so 
many positive comments, and the venue was very 
popular.  
 
The factor that struck me was that you all seemed very 
pleased to have us there, which is not as common as 
you might think!!” – John Wright, organiser of the 
Horsham Business Show. 

 
 

   



 

  

As we ring in the New Year, the Youth section at Horsham FC have a lot to celebrate already and hope to 
be celebrating even more in 2020. Our U11s have won the Autumn Cup and were runners-up in the Winter 
Cup, which is a great achievement for their first season. Barry, Graham and Jason have a good squad and 
they are all gelling well and enjoying being at the Club. Thank you to sponsors Ashton Electrical, Search 
Recruitment and Red River Solutions  
 
This may be only the U12s’ second season at Horsham, and their first playing competitive games, but not 
only do they occupy a steady mid-table position but they have also reached the League Cup final. The lads 
are developing well under the guidance of Sam and Matt and we thanks Horsham Golf & Fitness for their 
sponsorship. Our U13s are sitting 4th in the Arun & Chichester League Division ‘A’ table and have moved 
on to the main pitch for their home games this season. Ben and Matt have made a few changes to this year’s 
squad and have been working hard to bond the team. Big thanks to Horsham Mortgage Company and 
Hague Dental Supplies for their support of the side.  
 
This has been a strange season for the U14s who, after moving leagues to experience more competitive 
football, are struggling to get teams to play them as they have been beating most squads they come up 
against! Thanks to the great work by the management team of Lee, Alex, Ross and Paul, the side sits top 
of the Mid-Sussex League table and are still competing in the County Cup and League Cup. We are 
extremely grateful for the financial backing of Domino's Horsham/Southwater branches, Arun Electric Ltd, 
Sussex Tree Specialists and Coole Bevis. 
 
U15 Green have had a fantastic first half of the season, winning 9 out of 9 in the Arun & Chichester League 
and only narrowly going out of the League Cup on penalties. Ian, Rob and John have assembled a good 
side and are enjoying their football after last season’s difficulties. We would all like to thank sponsors 
Cartwood Buildings, Ace Auto Mechanic Ltd and Plan It. U15 Amber are also sitting pretty at the top of 
Division One of the Mid-Sussex League and, with the new faces coming in, the lads have really come 
together quickly. They all seem to be enjoying their football, which is showing by the results they are 
achieving under the guidance of Tony, Steve and Malcolm. As well as the league title, they are still in the 
Sussex County Cup and League Cup so have a lot to play for. Thank you to sponsors Covers Timber & 
Builders Merchants, AR Ashdown Roofing, Maguire Construction and Spice Nights. 
 
The U16s are a new side this year but the team spirit in the group is high and, like the U14s and U15s, they 
also top their division, having been beaten just once in their first 9 league matches. They play good football, 
are growing in strength, and are also through to the quarter-finals of the League Cup. The management 
team of Dixie, Danny and Paul have a lot to look forward to in 2020. Thank you to sponsors Todd Doors and 
Akash for their support of the squad.  
 
There are exciting times ahead for the Club and Horsham Youth would like to wish everyone all the best in 
2020. Thanks for all the hard work put in by all the managers and coaching staff at Horsham Football Club, 
the Board of Directors, committee, all the volunteers who do such a great job at all levels of the club, the 
parents and guardians of all the youth team players and to all our fabulous supporters. We’re half a season 
into life at our new pad, which is rapidly feeling like home. It’s been fantastic so far. Let’s hope it continues. 
 
Annie 
 
Forthcoming fixtures 
Sunday 5th January 

U12 v Worthing Town Blue (h) Arun & Chichester League 
U14 v Crawley Down Gatwick (a) Mid-Sussex League 
U15 Green v Lancing Rangers (h) Arun & Chichester League 
U16 v Three Bridges (a) Mid-Sussex League 
 
Follow Horsham Youth FC on Twitter @HFCHornets or visit our website www.horshamfc.co.uk for all the 
latest results and match reports 
 
#OneClub 
  

 

Youth Round-up  



  

 
 



 

  

First team stats                                                           2019/2020                   Career totals 

Player 2019/20 Sponsor Apps Subs Goals Apps        Goals 

George Bentley Wally & Pam 27   27 0 

Jack Brivio Howard Frogley 11 11 1 67 10 

Gary Charman Roger & Jeannie Charman 2 3 2 597 168 

Greg Cundle       

Lea Dawson Mark Wells 23 3  23 3 

Ben Dyett  2 1  3 0 

Archie Goddard   1  1 0 

Lee Harding SEUCL 13 7 1 60 12 

Charlie Harris Sean Bravery 22 4 6 64 14 

George Hayward*  5 3 1 54 5 

Josh James*  1   9 0 

Alex Kelly Jack Everley 15 8 1 23 1 

Kieran Lavery Pete Little 8 5 1 36 4 

Dylan Merchant Charlie Hempstead 11 3  48 2 

Steve Metcalf Sue & Jim Bravery      

Will Miles Kevin Borrett 13 2  20 2 

Harry Mills ‘The Browns’ 16 5  21 0 

Zack Newton*  14 5 2 19 2 

Sebastian Oldham       

Jerry O’Sullivan  13 3 1 16 1 

Rob O’Toole Cathy Snow 15 4 4 81 29 

Kieron Pamment Paul Osborn 11 8 1 72 25 

Jared Rance*   4 1 4 1 

Taurean Roberts  3   3 0 

Joe Shelley Sue & Jim Bravery 22 2 2 159 32 

Chris Smith Mark Barrett 25 1 16 70 39 

Harvey Sparks Oakland Insurance Services 24  2 65 4 

* No longer at the club 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 



 
  

A retrospective look at 2019, our annus terrificus! 
 
It is, remarkably, 27 years since our long-serving monarch reflected upon her annus horribilis – a year of 
personal upset and setbacks that, had her comments been made twelve months later, might well have applied 
to Horsham Football Club. That was 1993 and the start of two years of suffering for the Hornets faithful who 
had to endure some dark days, culminating in their side finishing rock bottom of the entire Isthmian League, 
not to mention some dismal cup results!  
 
Fast forward to 2019 and although HRH is unlikely to be cracking open the champagne at the end of twelve 
months blighted by Brexit, political instability, ‘Prince Andrew-gate’ and a whole host of damaging issues, the 
same could not be said for our supporters who will be cock-a-hoop at what might be described as their annus 
terrificus. We take a look back at a quite remarkable twelve months for Horsham FC. 
 
January 
The year began in rather inauspicious circumstances when what appeared to be a ‘home banker’ against 
struggling Guernsey ended in frustration when, despite dominating, we had to settle for a share of the spoils 
thanks to the islanders’ 89th minute equaliser. Three points from four matches at that stage was hardly the 
form of a promotion contender and we were made to work hard in our next match at Faversham, another side 
languishing towards the nether regions of the South-East Division. But goals three minutes from the start and 
end of a contest that saw the hosts reduced to ten men, late in the first half, saw us home. Play-off rivals 
Whyteleafe were then despatched by a solitary Tyrell Richardson-Brown goal that saw us swap places with 
the Surrey side into 3rd, before we suffered our only loss of the month, going down 1-0 at Phoenix Sports. A 
typically ill-tempered affair at home to Ramsgate brought the month to a close but any joy we felt at Rob 
O’Toole’s winner were overshadowed by the sending-off of Lewis Hyde and a season-ending injury for Charlie 
Harris. Off the field the Springboard Project benefitted to the tune of £2,000, thanks to another successful 
Christmas Draw, while the Supporters’ Club made a handsome donation to the Club of £5,000. Horsham 
Museum began an exhibition of local football through the ages, with HFC at its core, the Club retained its 
Charter Status and a group of Hornets’ supporters did their bit for Anglo-Spanish relations by making a trip 
to Vilanueva de la Concepción and cheering the local side to a rare victory. 
 
February 

Five unbeaten matches in February kept us in the promotion hunt but it needed a stoppage time goal from 
Steve Metcalf to avoid defeat in the opening fixture, at home to a strong Hastings side. Routine victories over 
VCD (3-1), Three Bridges (2-0) and Whitstable Town (3-0) followed before another clean sheet – however 
fortuitous – away to East Grinstead made it six shut-outs in nine matches for goalkeeper Josh Pelling, who 
would win the League’s ‘Golden Gloves’ award for January and February. Will Miles arrived to strengthen an 
already solid defence but sadly we had to say a permanent farewell to our former player Terry Graves after 
an unsuccessful fight with cancer. A fans’ bucket collection in aid of the injured Harris raised over £600. 
 
March 
This was the month to test our mettle, with matches against fellow high-flyers Hythe United, Ashford United 
and champions-elect Cray Wanderers, but we came through a tough five-game spell having suffered just the 
one reverse - away to the leaders - and that having played a man short for twenty minutes following the 
dismissal of Dan Pearse. Outplayed Hythe were rather flattered at the closeness of their 2-1 reverse, rock-
bottom Greenwich Borough were beaten 2-0 in a South London maelstrom, a point was shared in a goalless 
draw with Ashford and a 3-1 triumph over Sevenoaks Town left us needing just one more win to guarantee 
our place in the play-off semi-finals. March also saw the Club’s youngsters impress, with our U12s crowned 
league champions and the U13s and U14s winning the League Cup. Sadly another former Club servant 
passed away this month, Robbie Stepney, who played 60 times for us in the 1960s. 
 
April 

Chris Smith scored a hat-trick as we secured both our place in the play-offs and our biggest Isthmian League 
away win for 13 years with a 6-1 demolition of Sittingbourne. But it was a much closer affair on our return to 
Kent, a week later, to face another side very much in form - Herne Bay - where twice our lead was pegged 
back before on-loan Kieran Lavery netted the winner. A far more comfortable success over Faversham Town 
(4-0) sealed home advantage in the semi-final and meant that we could all enjoy the Easter bank holiday trip 
to Guernsey. And enjoy it we did as Smith and Lee Harding scored in a 2-1 win that went down very well with 
the visiting amber-clad hordes. There was more silverware for Horsham Youth, with the U13s winning the 
Arun & Chichester League title, but yet more sadness as we learned of the passing of our ex-player Ray 
Smith 
 



  

Smith. Harvey Sparks and Rob O’Toole were named the supporters’ joint Players of the Season and both 
reinforced that decision when playing their part in a 3-0 win over surprise package Haywards Heath in the 
play-off semi to set up a clash with former Hornet Tommy Warrilow’s Ashford United for a place in the Premier 
Division. Our superb form led to Dom Di Paola being named as the division’s Manager of the Month. 
 
May 

Almost 900 spectators ignored the elements to make their way down to Lancing for the big showdown, among 
them an admirable following from Kent. And what an exciting contest they saw! George Hayward sent the 
home fans into a state of delirium when he lashed the ball home from the edge of the box to give the Hornets 
a 39th minute lead, only for Sam Corne to restore parity from the penalty spot on the stroke of half-time. With 
no more score in normal time, the match entered a tense additional thirty minutes, in the 18th of which Dylan 
Merchant chose the perfect moment to open his club account when heading home the winner. The heavy 
rain that had fallen steadily throughout the match failed to dampen the spirits as we prepared to say ‘hello 
again’ to the Premier Division. There were happy faces aplenty at Culver Road but no-one could have been 
more proud than Club President Frank King, who had shrugged off the effects of long-term illness to attend 
the match. Little did any of us know that it would be the final time he would watch his beloved Hornets as the 
news of his sudden death, barely three weeks later, left us all stunned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 
From the depths of sorrow came the euphoria of the news that we had taken ownership of our new Hop Oast 
home and an end to our eleven year nomadic existence. So well-received was the new facility that League 
One Crawley Town immediately signed an agreement to use the site as their permanent training facility, 
something that was announced on our re-launched website. 
 
July 
We discovered that we would be playing at the newly-named Camping World Community Stadium and 
excitement continued to mount as tickets began to get snapped up for our three opening pre-season 
friendlies at the new ground. The historic first fixture, a test event versus Hartley Wintney, drew a crowd of 
328 but that was smashed when over 1,000 attended the official ground opening versus Crawley, a match 
won emphatically by the Hornets with a hugely impressive display.  
 
August 

Preparations complete, we readied ourselves for our first match back in the Isthmian League top flight for 
seven years and an impressive attendance of 711 were here to see our opening day draw with Leatherhead, 
which would have been even sweeter had O’Toole’s last-minute header not struck the crossbar! There was 
an identical, and arguably even more impressive, result away to Bognor three days later before everyone’s 
expectations were confounded at Enfield where our understrength side beat our strongly-tipped hosts 4-1 to 
secure our first Premier Division win since March 2012! The FA Cup campaign got comfortably underway in 
the sparse surroundings of the Mile End Stadium, in the shadows of Canary Wharf, with a 6-1 defeat of 
Tower Hamlets and, with our supporters still pinching themselves at the fine start to the season, we only 
went down to the Dripping Pan and won there too! A match involving some of the ‘legends’ from our past 
kept the positive vibes flowing but the month was to end in slight disappointment as Folkestone Invicta, aided 
by a last minute penalty miss from Chris Smith, brought our unbeaten record to an end. 
 
 

 



 
  

September 

‘Smudge’ quickly redeemed himself with six goals in four matches at the start of September, including the 
winner in our replayed FA Cup tie with the Met Police and a hat-trick in a 4-0 triumph at Brightlingsea, but he 
- and just about everyone - was unable to find a way past Dartford’s excellent ‘keeper Mark Smith as we 
exited the FA Cup in front of a sweltering 900+ crowd. At the end of the month we were given a helping hand 
by Cheshunt, who not only had two players sent-off but also scored the only goal of the game - in their own 
net - to send us up to third. Our eye-catching form was not lost on the league’s hierarchy, who voted Dom 
and George Bentley the Premier Division’s Manager and Goalkeeper of the month. Away from the first team, 
our newly-formed U23s enjoyed an excellent month, winning their first two leagues matches and trouncing 
Arundel in the County Cup with teenager Archie Goddard bagging eight goals in the process.  
 
October 
Nothing quite beats a last-gasp winner on the road and that’s precisely how we got October underway when, 
on a filthy night in Tolworth, we trailed Corinthian-Casuals 1-0 with three minutes left on the clock only for 
Jack Brivio and Kieran Lavery to seals the points in the most dramatic of styles. But from struggling to 
overcome the basement side, we then took on fellow high-flyers Hornchurch and beat them to go top of the 
league for the first time in 13 years! We remained there until the following Saturday, despite being held to an 
entertaining midweek draw by Carshalton Athletic, but then produced one of our poorest displays of the year 
in going down at inconsistent Bishop’s Stortford. The hangover of that 2-0 reverse was soon cured by a 4-0 
defeat of lowly Merstham, whose woes were compounded by a missed penalty, and we consolidated our 
position with a draw from a surprisingly fractious meeting with last season’s South-East champions Cray 
Wanderers. Our final outing of the month came at Haringey Borough where, a week after the North 
Londoners’ Cameroonian goalkeeper Valery Pajetat had been subjected to alleged racist abuse by a group 
of Yeovil Town followers, our players put on a display of solidarity by sporting ‘United Against Racism’ warm-
up shirts. Sadly the strength of our bonhomie continued after the opening whistle as we were comfortably 
beaten 3-0 to bow out of the FA Trophy at the first hurdle. Hayward, goalscoring hero of our play-off success, 
elected to move on while a year that had taken so many former servants of the club claimed yet another, this 
time our one-time Athenian League full-back Rodney Ralfe. Our younger sides continued to impress, with 
the U11s capturing the Arun & Chichester League Autumn Cup, our U12s, U13s, U14s, U15s and U16s 
competing well in their respective leagues and our U23s, despite defeats to Tooting & Mitcham and Hastings 
United, thumped Ramsgate 5-1 and edged past Broadbridge Heath in the County Cup. 
 
November 
November began as October had ended, with a trip to Coles Park where, this time and with a much- 
strengthened squad, Kieron Pamment scored a last-kick-of-the-game winner to take all three points. Smith’s 
second treble of the season helped see off a dismal Bowers & Pitsea to put us back on top but we nearly 
came a cropper in the County Cup where we needed extra-time to see off Newhaven. We have made a habit 
of scoring late goals this year and that was in evidence again as two goals in the last four minutes saw off 
Potters Bar but we were unable to muster any at all in a disappointing ninety minutes against Margate, who 
returned to Kent with a 3-0 win under their belts. Off the pitch, the Club launched a new social membership 
scheme and announced the appointment of former Crawley boss Craig Brewster as its Director of Football. 
 
December 
On the face of it, and in comparison to what had gone before, December was one of a struggle. Yet we made 
progress in the Senior Cup (albeit thanks to the penalty-saving heroics of George Bentley) and Velocity 
Trophy and picked up our 12th three-point haul of the season with victory over East Thurrock United. Defeats 
at Folkestone Invicta and Worthing left a slightly disappointing taste but few among us would complain at 
ending a quite superb year in 3rd place in the Isthmian League top flight, just four points off the top. Whatever 
2020 brings, it will have to be something special to surpass these extraordinary last twelve months. 
 

 



     
  

 
 



 
  

 



 
 
  

 

A series of articles by the author of the book ‘A History and Guide to Football Programmes’ 
describing how programmes have changed over a century-and-a-half of Association Football 

 

Post War Penny Dreadfuls 
 

The rationing and restrictions which forced clubs to abandon their 16 to 24-page programmes of the 1930s 
for the 4-page or single sheet issues of wartime, served only to provide an excuse for clubs to continue to 
neglect their programmes throughout the 1950s. 
 
A club as big and as successful as Tottenham Hotspur, for instance, persisted with a 4-page folded, albeit 
large sheet programme up to and including their double winning 1960-61 season. In common with other 
major clubs from the capital, there was an absence of advertisements from the Spurs sheet, which meant 
that its content was no worse than the advert-laden 8 or 12-page programmes issued by other clubs, but 
this merely confirms the poor standard generally, and the reluctance for clubs to improve their programmes 
when paper shortages and rationing were lifted. 
 
Another successful team of the decade, Wolves, went through the 1950’s with no more than 8-page 
programmes, although they were brightly coloured and with a substantial article by a journalist in the centre 
pages, but to modern eyes this was a wholly inadequate programme from such a major force in the game. 
Sheffield Wednesday issued only 8-page programmes in 1950 and were still doing so ten years later.  
 
The curious aspect to this unsatisfactory state of affairs was that there was little distinction between the well-
supported clubs in the First Division, and the perennial strugglers in the two regionalised Third Divisions. 
Football enjoyed unprecedented popularity - in terms of attendances - in the immediate post-war years, but 
the massive crowds who watched championship winners such as Liverpool, Portsmouth, Tottenham, 
Wolves, and challengers like Bolton, Huddersfield, Preston, Newcastle and Blackpool were subjected to no 
better programmes than those issued by York, Accrington Stanley, New Brighton, Bradford City and Halifax, 
who in the same period had to apply for re-election to the League. 
 
Programmes were in a vicious circle - few bought them because they were such poor value for money, and 
because of low sales clubs refused to devote more time and expense to something that seemed to be more 
of an obligation than a benefit. Indeed many, including programme buyers, regarded their worth in terms of 
the team selections and half-time scoreboards. Little wonder that few other features were included by the 
vast majority of League clubs in the 1940’s and 1950’s. 
 
As always, there were oases in this desert of mediocrity, notably some first-class programmes from a couple 
of London clubs, which will be explored in the next instalment. 
 

For more information and advice on programmes and programme collecting, please visit www.pmfc.co.uk. 

 



 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Supporters COULD BE 

READING ABOUT YOUR 

COMPANY OR SERVICES 

RIGHT HERE 

 

Interested? 
Email commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 

for details 
 
 

Support your local football club 
Support HORSHAM FC 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORSHAM                                          LEWES 
Amber & Lincoln Green                                                       Pale Blue 

 

George Bentley                   22   Nathan Stroomberg 

Harry Mills    Thomas Day 

Harvey Sparks    Leon Redwood 

Steve Metcalf    Michael Dome-Bemwin 

Jerry O'Sullivan     Frankie Chappell 

Joe Shelley    Alex Malins 

Ben Dyett    Dayshonne Golding 

Gary Charman    James Hammond 

Will Miles    Billy Medlock 

Jack Brivio    Kayne Diedrick-Roberts 

Lea Dawson    Stefan Ilic 

Charlie Harris   Emmanuel Yeboah 

Lee Harding                     Jordy Mongoy 

Rob O'Toole    Jason Dawson 

Chris Smith    Tegan Freeman 

Kieron Pamment    Michael Onovwigun 

Kieran Lavery     

Taurean Roberts     

Greg Cundle     

 

 

 

 

 
Referee: Alex Bradley 

Assistant Referees: Richard Sargeant & Paddy O’Reilly 

 

Coming next to the Camping World Community Stadium 

Tuesday 7th January 2020 
Worthing 

Parafix Sussex Senior Cup quarter-final 
kick-off 7.30pm 

 
 

**Don’t forget to join the Horsham FC Social Membership Club 
and receive discounted rates throughout the club** 

 
Facebook: www.facebook/HorshamFC  

Twitter: @horshamfc  
Instagram: horsham_fc 
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