
 
rane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and ensuring 
there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid season. I 
can't wait !! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

Major honours 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 

(Jt), 1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 

 

 

 

 

   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 
  

 
The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism 

and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any forms of discriminatory 

abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be reported to the 

Football Association for action by that association. 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

MAJOR HONOURS 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 (Jt), 

1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

Website 

www.horshamfc.co.uk 

 

Directors: 
Kevin Borrett (Chairman), John Lines (CEO), Mark Butler (Finance) 

David Hillier, Paul Osborn (Commercial), Jeff Barrett 
James Clewlow (Legal Advisor and Company Secretary) 

 
Club Committee: 
The above plus: 

Sean Bravery (chairman), Annie Raby, Mark Wells, Sam Borrett, Jeanie Charman, Roger 
Charman, Joe Clarke, Ray Farrell, Howard Frogley, Nigel Smithers, Matt Dale, Mark Barrett, 

Jack Everley, Shaun Scott, Matt Jones, Ian Burlinson 
 

Club Secretary 
Jeff Barrett 07712 888980 Email: jeff.barrett@btinternet.com 

Youth Secretary & Child Welfare Officer:  
Annie Raby 07800 922442 Email: ivan.raby@btinternet.com 

Health & Safety Officer: Roger Charman  
Programme: Mark Wells 

Website: Mark Wells & Matt Dale 
Commercial: Paul Osborn Email:osborn@btinternet.com 

Matchday advertising: Jonathan Kenworthy Email: commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 
 

Vice Presidents: 
S.Bravery, Mrs J Brittain, G Brittain, J.Dale, T.Dickinson, D.Duffield  

Mrs J.Mallard, W.Mitchell, D.Rick, J.Smyth, E.Stephens, Howie the Hornet 
 

Life Members: 
Jeff Barrett, Roger Charman, Clive Edwards, Howard Frogley, Adam Hammond, Maureen 

Smith, Nigel Smithers, Ted Streeter, Eric Wright, Miss Joan Young, Annie Raby, Ivan Raby, 
Mark Wells, John Lines 

Trustees: A.Baker, D.Burstow, C.Edwards,  
 

FOOTBALL 

1st team manager: Dominic Di Paola 
1st team assistant manager: Adam Westwood 

1st team coach: Jimmy Punter 
Goalkeeping coach: Stuart Owens 

Physio: Stephanie Apps 
Kit man: Darren Etheridge 

Analyst: Steve Ives 
U23 manager: Mark Hawthorne Coach: Sam Jones 

U16 manager: Dixie Laker Coaches: Christian Williams, Danny Fuller, Paul Brown  
U15 Amber manager: Tony Massimo Coach: Steve Bridle 

U15 Green manager: Ian Scott Coach: Rob Carter, John Symonds 
U14 manager: Alex Bethell Coaches: Lee Maguire, Ross Butterfill 

U13 manager: Ben Pugh Coach: Matthew Ayling 
U12 manager: Sam Jones Coach Matt Robinson 

U11 manager: Barry Ashton Coaches: Jason Grubb, Graham Duvergier 
 
 

 



 
  

       2018/19 Final table P W D L F A Pts 

1 Cray Wanderers © 36 25 7 4 79 35 82 

2 Horsham (p)  36 23 5 8 73 38 74 

3 Hastings United 36 21 7 8 78 45 70 

4 Ashford United 36 21 5 10 74 36 68 

5 Haywards Heath Town 36 18 9 9 65 52 63 

6 VCD Athletic 36 20 2 14 74 66 62 

7 Hythe Town 36 14 10 12 66 59 52 

8 Whyteleafe 36 14 7 15 59 51 49 

9 Phoenix Sports 36 13 10 13 65 65 49 

10 Sevenoaks Town 36 13 8 15 49 54 47 

11 Ramsgate 36 11 12 13 54 53 45 

12 Whitstable Town 36 11 10 15 36 55 43 

13 East Grinstead Town 36 11 8 17 65 72 41 

14 Three Bridges 36 12 5 19 51 69 41 

15 Herne Bay 36 11 5 20 65 85 38 

16 Sittingbourne 36 11 4 21 49 72 37 

17 Faversham Town 36 10 7 19 55 85 37 

18 Guernsey 36 7 9 20 50 77 30 

19 Greenwich Borough ® -3 36 8 6 22 40 78 27 

Greenwich Borough deducted 3pts for fielding ineligible player 

 
 

GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the 
ground: musical instruments, drums, klaxons, 
air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke bombs, 
flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any 
object that may be deemed to be dangerous. 
Spectators may not bring alcohol or food and 
drink into the ground. Spectators must, if 
required, submit themselves to be  searched 
in order that the club can prevent any prohibited 
items from being brought into the ground. The 
club reserves the right to eject from the ground 
and prosecute any person who has: 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by 

or club official, steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or 

used obscene, racist or insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or 

floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism 

against Horsham Football Club  
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the 

clubhouse building 
 
The following are not allowed in the ground 
under any circumstances: 

• Dogs (except assistance dogs)  

• Ball games, scooters, skateboards etc. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators must 
remain behind the pitch barrier at all times. All 
vehicles are parked in the car park at the 
owner’s risk and the Horsham Football Club 
accepts no liability for any losses or damage to 
vehicles of any kind.  

 

Bostik League South East Division  

July 200 Club results 

1. Tim Harrison No.133  £100 

2. Colin Young  No.180  £ 40 

3. Pete Tanner  No.142  £ 20  

If you would like to take part in our popular monthly draw 

for just £2.50 per month, and stand a chance of winning 

up to £300, or would like to take additional numbers, 

please speak to a club official or visit our website 

www.horshamfc.co.uk/200-club for details  

http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/


 
  

Greetings 
Whether you are a Hornets follower, a visiting supporter, player or official, invited guest or casual 
fan, a very warm welcome to Hop Oast this afternoon for the official opening of our new Camping 
World Community Stadium. 
 
Our supporters don't need reminding how long we've waited for this occasion and, after a couple of 'test' 
events against Hartley Wintney and Haywards Heath, we are delighted that Crawley Town have agreed to 
provide the opposition for this landmark occasion. It is nine years since our two sides last met and this 
match has been made possible as part of a new arrangement between Gabriele Cioffi's SkyBet Division 
Two Reds and ourselves that will see our near neighbours using our fabulous new facilities as their training 
base. In return, aside of course from the financial benefits the deal is set to bring us, Crawley have agreed 
to help Dom out with the loan of players - should the need arise - as well as playing future matches such 
as this. It is an exciting development for Horsham Football Club and praise must go to our Commercial 
Director Paul Osborn for his efforts in bringing it to fruition. 
 
There was a time when Horsham and Crawley were considered rivals but so remarkable has the Reds' rise 
been in recent years that we have long been left in their wake. That doesn't mean that local pride no longer 
matters - far from it - as we know that there are many of our supporters who work in the former New Town 
and vice versa so fans of both sides will be hoping to avoid any light-hearted ribbing on Monday morning. 
To both managers, though, the match is merely the latest phase of preparations for the new season. In that 
respect, the Hornets have stolen a march on today's opponents, having beaten Steyning, Hartley Wintney 
and Haywards Heath while the Reds had their first run out last weekend, going down 2-3 at home to 
Swansea City. They were due to have hosted Brighton & Hove Albion last night but, despite that, we are 
anticipating coming up against a strong Crawley side today. 
 
Everyone connected with Horsham Football Club is thrilled to be back playing in our home town after eleven 
years of groundsharing but would like to place on record our thanks for the hospitality, co-operation and 
kindness shown to us by Worthing, Horsham YMCA and the Sussex FA during this time and not least to 
all those supporters who have remained devotedly loyal in what has been a testing period in our long 
history. In returning to Horsham, we are thrilled to enter into a partnership with one of the town's most 
successful companies, Camping World, whose name the new stadium takes as part of a minimum three 
year sponsorship. Again, our thanks go to Paul Osborn for being instrumental in securing this deal. 
 
Talking of sponsorship, I would like to thank Reside Developments for agreeing to sponsor this season's 
matchday programme, not to mention all those who have placed advertisements within it. Although we are 
all optimistic that being back in the town, with an entertaining team that won promotion back to the Premier 
Division last April, there remains an uncertainty as to quite how our finances will pan out over the coming 
months so these income streams are extremely vital for our short, if not long-term, future. Our supporters 
will also have an opportunity to get behind the club with matchday, matchball, and player sponsorship 
packages this season and I urge you to keep an eye on our new website at www.horshamfc.co.uk over the 
coming weeks.  
 
As always, there are a number of new faces on the playing side and we welcome Malachi Hudson, Alex 
Kelly, Zack Newton, Jared Rance, Lea Dawson and Harry Mills to the club and wish them every success. 
We are also thrilled to announce the addition of Shaun Scott, Ian Burlinson, and Matt Jones to the 
committee, and look forward to benefitting from their respective areas of expertise. Special mention, too to 
the many supporters who have stepped forward to offer their assistance on matchdays. We are extremely 
grateful to them for giving up their time to help us settle in to our new surroundings. 
 
Finally a very personal thank you from me, but one that I'm sure will be echoed by all our supporters, to 
our fabulous board for their sterling and ceaseless efforts in delivering us this superb facility. Queen Street 
was much-loved by us all but I have no doubt that we will be talking of the Camping World Community 
Stadium in equally fond measure before too long. 
 
Enjoy the game 
 
Mark 
 

 



 
  

 

 

http://www.smithgadd.co.uk
http://www.bryantfixings.co.uk


 
  

 

Today marks the official end of Horsham Football Club’s eleven year nomadic journey following its departure 

from the much loved city centre Queen Street ground in 2008, and a near thirty year search for a new 

permanent home. Once again it gives me tremendous pride to be able to thank everyone who is part of this 

wonderful club for their support and contribution to making this possible.  

Before I reflect further on that, let me add my welcome to that of others in this special programme to our 

visitors today for the official opening of the Camping World Community Stadium. Crawley Town are our 

nearest senior neighbour and I’m delighted they agreed to play us in our official opening game. This is also 

part of a wider agreement between both clubs which will see CTFC train here at our Hop Oast location on 

weekdays and further matches between the two clubs. I also think there is potential to expand this 

relationship even further as we are not direct competitors. For HFC, our ambition is quite simply to be the 

best non-league club at all levels in West Sussex or should that just be Sussex? 

I also want to thank those sponsors of the club who are present today, both old and new. I’m excited by the 

opportunity the club has working with Camping World to promote our new home. The naming rights deal 

with them was conceived as a partnership that goes beyond the financial support they give HFC, important 

as that is. Today is not their first visit to the club and I hope they enjoy the match as much as they did the 

play-off final in May! I also want to personally thank Paul Osborn for building this important relationship.  

I’m also delighted that so many sponsors who supported us in recent years whilst away from the town are 

represented around the ground today. Thank you for your longstanding support and a warm welcome to 

those organisations who are also now sponsoring us in our new home. I hope this will be a long term 

relationship to mutual benefit.  

Welcome to our new home, 'Lardies', supporters and partners, 4100 days since we left Queen Street. 

Hopefully that welcome captures everyone! I was overwhelmed by the positive comments received at last 

week’s inaugural game here against Hartley Wintney. The board has hoped that supporters would be 

genuinely impressed by the facilities we now have and that expectations would be exceeded. That does 

seem to be the case. However, what was even more pleasing were the number of comments made last 

week about how this really does feel like “our home”. That is important as everyone involved with this club 

knows how special it is and the tradition it represents, stretching back some 140 years.  

The club is an integral part of the fabric of Horsham and a community club. Watching our younger generation 

(and hopefully future senior team members) play on the Jack Scrase community pitch just reinforces that 

one club identity. 

I need to pay tribute to my fellow board members who have each played a vital part in bringing this vision 

to reality over the last decade and the HFC committee members for their untiring support and 

encouragement. I do want to pay tribute in particular to John Lines for his contribution in bringing about 

today. Only he and I know some of the most lonely moments we faced in getting to this point, when we 

simply had to believe the impossible really would happen and finally, it did! I also want to acknowledge our 

late president, Frank, for his unstinting support and encouragement in this regard.  

Please enjoy the wonderful facilities we now have, which have been carefully developed not just to give 

HFC the infrastructure it needs for the future, but sympathetically designed where possible to include 

“echoes of Queen Street”. Obviously there is more we can do to enhance our new home. Please do offer 

your ideas but also, please be patient. 

On a personal level, I feel immensely privileged to be part of this club and introduce the next chapter in the 

HFC story, and humbled by the confidence you have had in me as chairman for the last ten years. As we 

enter our new home, there will inevitably be new challenges to overcome and adjustments to be made. 

Thank you everyone for being part of such a wonderful community football club. 

Best. 

Kevin 

 
 
 

From the chairman 



 
  

 



 
  CAMPING WORLD are extremely proud and honoured to be part of such a wonderful new community asset 

which actively promotes families getting back outdoors and enjoying a great game of football with their 
families and friends. Our ethos from day one has been about reconnecting families and we believe the new 
Camping World Community Stadium will do just that and more.  
 
As part of the local business community we were delighted when we were approached to get involved with 
the club and we quickly found we wanted to be as big a contributor as possible. We were thrilled to be 
offered the opportunity to add our name to the stadium and wanted to ensure the name we chose truly 
represented the community values we share in the partnership between Horsham FC and Camping World: 
which is why we chose The Camping World Community Stadium.  
 
Nathan Hyde, Camping World’s MD says: "As a resident of Horsham for over 10 years I just couldn’t let the 
opportunity pass to align both organisations who share the same aspirations about outdoor lifestyle, family 
and community. We look forward to helping the club achieve great success in the future and we are keen 
to encourage the whole Horsham community to get behind the club”. 
 
Camping World opened in Horsham in 2009 and the shop quickly became Camping World’s flagship retail 
store. It has the UK’s largest tent display which attracts visitors from all over the UK. A small family-run 
business, Camping World’s mission is to re-connect families with the outdoors and the partnership with 
Horsham Football Club fits perfectly into that ethos. The store has a team of nearly 20 employees who are 
all excited to get involved with and support the team. Camping World are keen to work with HFC to offer 
exclusive discounts and promotions to fans, along with competition prizes. 
 
“A strong driver behind everything the Board and Committee has done to build a fantastic new home for the 
Hornets has been to make sure that the Club is at the heart of the local community in every way possible" 
said Hornets Commercial Director Paul Osborn. "The business community is a vital part of the town’s 
infrastructure and it was obvious from the start that Camping World would be an ideal company for us to 
partner with. For the Club to achieve the success we want both on and off the field, we need to be relevant 
not only to our traditional supporters who already span the whole age-range, but also to young people 
(through our youth structure) and families, who may not have seen Horsham FC as part of their lives. 
Camping World, with their values of healthy living and outdoor family activities, represent that ethos perfectly 
and it has also been a great pleasure to work with them in the lead-up to this announcement”. 
 

 

Horsham FC and Camping World – the perfect partnership 
 

Hornets Chairman Kevin Borrett and Camping World Managing Director Nathan Hyde 



 
  

 
While celebrating our long-awaited return to the town, and our wonderful new home, we cannot let the 
occasion pass without paying tribute to our late President, Frank King, who so sadly passed away in May.  
 
Surely no-one can have typified the spirit and ethos of Horsham Football Club more than Frank and it is no 
exaggeration to say it is a tragedy that he is unable to share in the excitement we all feel as we look around 
these splendid new facilities this afternoon. Anyone present at his thanksgiving service at Horsham Parish 
Church will have seen how Frank touched so many lives; not just those of the football club but the whole 
community, through his long-standing association with the church and, of course, his lifelong love of sport.  
 
Frank was known to be a talented table tennis player but it was cricket and football that were two of his 
greatest passions, and a particularly loyal supporter of those representing his home town and county. When 
not at Queen Street, or following the football club around the country, Frank would be either at Cricket Field 
Road or down at Hove, watching his beloved Sussex CCC where he made so many good friends. He 
developed a close bond with Chris Adams, who captained Sussex to their most successful period and helped 
deliver the county's first ever championship, and the former England batsman was among the congregation 
to pay his respects last month while Chris Nash, a double title winner during his time at Sussex, took to 
Twitter to describe Frank as "one of the nicest guys you could ever wish to meet", going on to add "his legacy 
will be the amazing football stadium…and how he always made you smile". 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
giving back his fair share of  teasing. Happy, often successful, and memorable days which the players still 
talk about, with Frank's name always high on the agenda. What a man!! Loved by every player at the club. 
Has anyone, anywhere given more to Horsham FC than Frank King? God bless you Frank. You will never 
be forgotten". 
 
Despite suffering from ill-health since the tail end of last year, Frank was able to attend both play-off matches 
in April and was a proud man when our victory over Ashford United earned the club a long-awaited return to 
the Isthmian Premier Division. "I was so happy to see Frank's beaming smile after the play-off win" said 
former player John Kirby. "The world is a lot worse off now without him". Reflecting on the club's improved 
form under current boss Dom Di Paola, our former captain Eddie French commented "I know he would have 
been so proud of the club's recent achievements and the prospect of finally coming home", adding "an 
absolutely wonderful gentle man". 
 
There have been many tributes paid to Frank over the past month or so but, among all them all, we'll leave 
the final word to current committee member Mark Barrett who so perfectly summed up the thoughts of 
everyone at Horsham Football Club. "The reason the club is as wonderfully warm, friendly and welcoming as 
it is, is because of Frank King. President, Chairman, Leader, Saviour, Gentleman, Legend. RIP Frank." 

 

A King by name, a King by nature 
 

 

A staunchly loyal man, Frank 
rarely had a bad word to say about 
any representative of his Horsham 
FC and his warmth and affection 
for the club is remembered fondly 
by players past and present. Den 
Strudwick, who enjoyed two spells 
at the club from 1966-76 and 
1980-82, was one of many to 
recall the times Frank would 
transport players to away matches 
by car. "I spent many happy hours 
with a plethora of team mates 
being driven around the south-
east of England by Frank. We 
didn't always make Frank's life 
comfortable but he took all the 
banter in great spirit, always 
givingand  



 

 

  

 

 



 

 

  
Crawley Town FC was formed in 1896 and played their formative years in the West Sussex and Mid-
Sussex Leagues at a variety of grounds in and around the town. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The club enjoyed various cup successes over the years including winning the Sussex Senior Cup in 1990 
and 1991. In 1991/92 Crawley enjoyed what was at the time their best ever run in the FA Cup and reached 
the third round where they enjoyed a money-spinning local derby with neighbours Brighton and Hove Albion 
at the Goldstone Ground in front of 18,301 fans, losing 5-0. Earlier, they had knocked out Third Division 
Northampton Town 4-2 at Town Mead in the first round. 
 
In May 1997 the last match was played at Town Mead, the club’s home since 1949. After 48 seasons the 
ground was sold for redevelopment and the club moved to the magnificent Checkatrade Stadium. The first 
match there was a friendly against Port Vale on July 24 1997. In 1999 new owner John Duly’s arrival 
ushered in a period of success on the pitch under manager Francis Vines, who was appointed in January 
2003. Reds won the League Cup and Sussex Senior Cup and the following year wrapped up the Southern 
League title in convincing style, ending 12 points clear and adding the League Cup and Championship 
Match trophy for good measure. 
 
In 2005 the club was under new ownership as the SA Group took control and made the decision to go full-
time. But poor results at the start of the season, culminating in an FA Cup exit to Ryman League Braintree 
Town, saw Vines replaced by former Chelsea and Swansea manager John Hollins in November 2005. 
Hollins set about pulling the club out of relegation trouble but with crowds dwindling due to inconsistent 
results financial problems beset the club and in March 2006 the players and management staff were only 
being paid 50% of their salary. They eventually finished 17th but at the end of the season were deducted 
three points for breaching the annual playing budget. 
 
The news the fans feared – that the club was to enter administration for for a second time in seven years - 
came in June 2006.The club was just over an hour from extinction when a third offer to creditors was 
accepted by the administrators. Starting the season on minus ten points, the customary penalty for entering 
administration, Hollins and his newly assembled squad all but wiped out the deduction inside the first week 
of the season but form dipped and Hollins paid the price after another FA Cup exit to lower-league 
opposition. Coach John Yems and players Ben Judge and David Woozley were appointed joint caretaker 
managers, securing Conference survival on the last day of the season.  
 
In May 2007 Steve Evans arrived as manager with Paul Raynor as his assistant. In April 2008, a new era 
dawned for the club when Prospect Estates Holdings Limited took control in conjunction with former owner 
John Duly. With former director Bruce Winfield and local businesswoman Susan Carter now key 
shareholders alongside Prospect Estates the club went from strength to strength. In October 2009 Mr 
Winfield announced that Crawley Town would finish the season debt-free 18 months after the new owners 
had inherited liabilities of more than £500,000. 
 
In July 2010 Winfield announced that he and Carter had become majority shareholders and had attracted 
new investment into the club from the Far East. This enabled Evans to start rebuilding a squad which had 
finished a superb seventh in 2009/10, the best position in the club’s history. In the next six months a total 
of 23 new players arrived and the investment paid off spectacularly with Reds enjoying the best FA Cup 
run in their history, reaching the fifth round where they earned worldwide recognition for a brilliant 
performance at Old Trafford where they lost 1-0 to Manchester United in front of a crowd of 74,778. 
 

Introducing 

CRAWLEY TOWN 
 

 

They remained in junior football until they entered the Sussex County League in 
1951. The club then switched to the Metropolitan League in 1956 and won the 
Metropolitan League Cup in 1959. Crawley adopted professional status in 1962 and 
joined the Southern League the following year. For the next 20 years Crawley played 
in the First Division in its various guises, apart from a brief taste of Premier Division 
football in 1969/70. In 1983/84, under manager John Maggs, Crawley returned to 
the Premier Division where they remained until 2004.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year formed: 1896 
Nickname: The Reds, Red Devils 
Current ground: Broadfield Stadium, Crawley 
Previous leagues: West Sussex League, Mid-Sussex League, Sussex County League, Metropolitan 
League, Southern League, Football Conference 
Conference National winners: 2010/11 
Southern League winners: 2003/4, 2004/5 
Southern League Cup winners: 2003, 2004 
Metropolitan League Cup winners: 1959 
Sussex Senior Cup winners: 1990, 1991, 2003, 2005 
Best FA Cup run: 5th Round 2010/11, 2011/12 
Last season: 19th, SkyBet League Two 

In March 2011, Bruce Winfield lost his brave battle with cancer three days after watching the team take 
another big step towards the title with victory over rivals AFC Wimbledon. History was made on April 9 
2011 when Reds won promotion to the Football League after beating Tamworth 3-0 to stretch their 
unbeaten league record to 26 games. They finished the season with a record Conference points total 
(105) and also set a new record for the longest unbeaten run, having extended it to 30 matches by the 
end of the campaign. 
 
Reds quickly set the pace at the top of League Two and then embarked on another FA Cup run, beating 
Championship sides Bristol City and Hull City to earn a crack at Stoke City in the fifth round when Premier 
League opposition visited Crawley for the first time in a competitive game. 
 
Reds lost 2-0 and by then had sold Matt Tubbs and Tyrone Barnett for record fees. After nearly five years 
in charge, Evans resigned in April 2012 to take up the manager’s role at Rotherham. Former England 
international Steve Coppell arrived at the club as Director of Football and with Caretaker Manager Craig 
Brewster guided Reds to a second successive promotion after a 1-0 win at Accrington Stanley secured 
League One football in third place. In May 2012 Sean O’Driscoll was appointed Evans’ successor but 
within two months had accepted the manager’s job at Nottingham Forest. Richie Barker was appointed 
as his replacement in August 2012 and guided Crawley to a creditable 10th-place finish but after a run of 
seven League games without a win, with just one goal scored, he left the club by mutual consent in 
November 2013. The experienced John Gregory was appointed as his replacement and guided Reds to 
15th place despite a punishing end to the season when they had to play 21 games in ten weeks. 
 
In December 2014, John stepped down from his duties to undergo a heart operation and former Wales 
international Dean Saunders was appointed Interim Manager until the end of the season. Saunders was 
unable to prevent Reds from dropping back into League Two after three seasons at that level and left the 
club in May 2015. 
 
Drummy brought in a total of 22 new players during the summer of 2016 and the club was able to invest 
in its infrastructure thanks to Mr Eren's generosity. But after a poor second half of the season, which 
ended with Reds 19th in the table, Drummy left the club and on May 23rd former Leeds and Liverpool 
winger Harry Kewell was appointed Head Coach with ex-Northern Ireland international Warren Feeney 
as his assistant. Under Kewell,  Reds finished 14th in 2017/18, their highest position since relegation, but 
Kewell and Feeney left in August 2018 to join Notts County. He was replaced on September 7, 2018, by 
the Italian coach Gabriele Cioffi, a former defender with extensive coaching experience abroad. He was 
also part of the management team at Birmingham City during the 2016/17 campaign. Gabriele signed a 
three-year contract and a few days later named the former Blackburn and Fleetwood youth coach Nathan 
Rooney as his assistant. Reds finished the season in 19th place and sealed a ninth season as a Football 
League club. 
 
Off the pitch the club entered into a two-year agreement with Brighton & Hove Albion to stage FA Women's 
Super League and under-23 fixtures at The People's Pension Stadium, the new name for our home after 
the club agreed a naming rights deal with the Crawley-based company in December 2018. 
 

Crawley Town FC – at a glance: 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  

Crawley Town are delighted to be playing their part in the start of a new era for our neighbours 
Horsham FC as the Hop Oast Stadium is officially opened with today’s friendly. 
 

 
 
The clubs were rivals for many years during Crawley’s non-league days and the club hope that the 
agreement which will see Crawley use Hop Oast as its training base will strengthen further the relationship 
between the two clubs. Crawley’s players and management team began pre-season training at Hop Oast 
at the start of July, but the clubs have been discussing a potential partnership since the beginning of 2019. 
 
Head Coach Gabriele Cioffi (pictured) explained: “I spoke with people at our club about finding a permanent 
training base. For the last few years we have used many different sites, some a fair distance from Crawley, 
some on grass and some on 3G. “Our Head Groundsman Ben Harwood and Communications Manager 
Bruce Talbot knew about the development going on at Horsham. They had the first contact with 
(Commercial Manager) Paul Osborn and once Horsham expressed their willingness to accommodate us, 
our Commercial Manager Joe Comper worked with Horsham for many weeks to finalise an agreement.” 
 
Crawley train at Hop Oast four days a week and also use the clubhouse, changing rooms and ancillary 
services. When I told the club that I was happy to train on 3G all the time Horsham was the obvious solution 
for us,” added Gabriele. “I visited Hop Oast in February when the building was still in progress. When I 
came back at the end of last season, and it was almost completed, it was an amazing transformation. Since 
July we have been working at Hop Oast full time. Everyone at Horsham has been very kind and welcoming 
to us. The facility is great of course as it is new and most importantly the staff, myself and the players are 
happy. We know we are here for the foreseeable future which is great for us planning for the season.” 
 
As part of the agreement, Crawley are here today to officially open the Hop Oast Stadium in a pre-season 
friendly but there are likely to be other mutual benefits as well including the loaning of Crawley professionals 
to the Horsham squad and the exchange of coaching ideas between the two clubs. “We are looking forward 
to having strong connections with Horsham,” said Gaby. “They have got promoted to the Bet Victor League 
premier division so we must congratulate Dom Di Paolo and the players for this achievement. It is a big 
step no doubt to this level but I am sure they will thrive and if there is anything we can do to help then we 
will try. We wish everyone at Horsham all the best for the new season and thank them again for all their 
assistance to us.” 
 

 

 



 

 

  

 



 

 

  
Almost 120 years have passed since Horsham and Crawley first met competitively, a goalless draw at 
Crawley's Malthouse Farm on 30th November 1901 that was described as a "fast and exciting one" spoilt 
by "rush and kick tactics."  Since that day, the two clubs have come face-to-face a further forty-eight times 
(excluding friendlies) and the results could barely be closer, with Crawley edging the victories count by 
sixteen to fifteen. We look back at two of the more memorable matches below 

 

We’ve met before 
 

Crawley 0 Horsham 6 
Saturday 12th October 1929 
FA Amateur Cup 1st round 
 
Horsham recorded their biggest ever win at Crawley 
to progress through to the second round of the FA 
Amateur Cup. A large crowd gathered at the Town 
Meadow ground and they saw Baker's goal come 
under early pressure from the visitors. George Cox 
and George Burrage both shot wide on the uneven 
surface before Crawley wasted a fine chance to go 
ahead when Lance Norwood missed his kick but 
Etherton was unable to capitalise. Roy Lindfield 
exacted almost immediate punishment by following 
up to score after Baker had saved from Jack 
Broadley and Horsham went on to dominate the rest 
of the half, adding three more goals through Cox 
and Broadley, and but for Baker's heroics the 
visitors would have been out of sight by the interval. 
 
Despite their substantial lead, Horsham never 
slackened their efforts in the second half and, if 
anything, were even more superior than in the first. 
Ron Hewell put an effort wide and it was only due 
to the home side's packed defence that it took their 
opponents until fifteen minutes from time to score 
again, Lindfield netting his second of the game. 
Crawley rarely threatened but went close when 
Fieldwick hit the bar from distance, otherwise it was 
all Horsham. There was some good fortune about 
their final goal, though, when a shot by Burrage 
struck Cook on the leg and deflected into the corner 
of the net. 
 
Horsham: Bert Brooker, A Charman, Lance 
Norwood, Mick Carter, H F Dopson, George 
Burrage, Jack Broadley, Ron Hewell, George Cox, 
Harry Lindfield, Vic Channon 
 
Crawley: R Baker, D H Cook, A Morgan, A Miller, A 
Johnson, A Horn, W Lockyear, D Etherton, A Ellis, 
E Horn, A Fieldwick 
 

It was the second successive occasion on which 
Horsham had scored six goals at Crawley, having 
won 6-2 there in a Crawley Benevolent Shield 
match in May 1924.  

Crawley Town 5 Horsham 0 
Saturday 19th September 1964 
FA Cup 2nd Qualifying round 
 
When Crawley speeded up to a frantic pace in the 
second half of this FA Cup 2nd Qualifying Round tie, 
their superior fitness and thrust told. But Horsham 
were clearly the superior side after the first ten 
minutes of the first half and, as early as the third 
minute, Mick Browning was denied by a frantic last-
ditch tackle. But it didn't take long for the hosts to go 
ahead when ex-Brighton man, Crawley skipper Roy 
Jennings slammed a Robertson corner past Keith 
Etheridge. It was inside-left Carter who proved to be 
the danger man, though, and he added Crawley's 
second, shortly after the break. Two minutes later it 
was 3-0 when Etheridge allowed a Puddephatt free-
kick to enter the net under the mistaken belief that 
the home side had been awarded an indirect free-
kick. 
 
That goal effectively knocked the stuffing out of the 
visitors who, until that point, had competed well. A 
Don Cozza header had scraped the crossbar and 
Browning struck the upright after taking the ball 
round Crawley goalkeeper John Maggs, with John 
Grant's cross-cum-shot also coming back off the 
frame of the goal just before half-time. But they 
conceded a first class goal to Carter, who showed 
great control before hooking the ball home for 
Crawley's fourth and then Jennings completed the 
scoring from the penalty spot. 
 
 
Horsham: Keith Etheridge, Geoff Crowther, Clive 
Jackson, Ray Dowse, Brian Riggss, Ron Davis, 
Tony Miller, Don Cocozza, Mick Browning, Dave 
Collyer, John Grant 
 
Crawley: John Maggs, Roy Jennings, Puddephatt, 
Cockell, Glyn Jones, Finch, Robertson, Healer, 
Derek Razzell, Carter, Buckley 

 
Crawley went on to reach the 4th qualifying round, 
defeating Redhill 6-1 away from home in the next 
round only to bow out 3-0 at Canterbury City, who 
were in the division above Crawley in the Southern 
League. Canterbury were, themselves, eliminated 
6-0 at Torquay in the first round proper. 

 



 

 

  

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2019/20 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

09 Jul Steyning Town FR 4-3  Hayward 2, Sparks 2  

13 Jul HARTLEY WINTNEY FR 4-1 328 Merchant, Newton, Hudson 2  

16 Jul HAYWARDS HEATH 

TOWN 

FR 2-0 223 Harris, Smith  

20 Jul CRAWLEY TOWN FR     

23 Jul Eastbourne Town FR   Kick-off 7.45pm  

27 Jul Wimborne Town FR     

30 Jul East Grinstead Town FR   Kick-off 7.40pm  

10 Aug LEATHERHEAD LGE     
13 Aug Bognor Regis Town LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  
17 Aug Enfield Town LGE    

24 Aug Tower Hamlets or Selsey FAC     
26 Aug Lewes LGE     
31 Aug  FOLKESTONE INVICTA LGE     
14 Sep Brightlingsea Regent LGE     
17 Sep WINGATE & FINCHLEY LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

21 Sep CARSHALTON ATH LGE     
28 Sep Cheshunt LGE     
01 Oct Corinthian-Casuals LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

05 Oct HORNCHURCH LGE     

12 Oct Bishop's Stortford LGE     

19 Oct MERSTHAM LGE     

22 Oct CRAY WANDERERS LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

02 Nov Haringey Borough LGE     

09 Nov BOWERS & PITSEA LGE     

16 Nov Potters Bar Town LGE     

23 Nov Kingstonian LGE     

30 Nov MARGATE LGE     

07 Dec Folkestone Invicta LGE     

14 Dec EAST THURROCK UTD LGE     

26 Dec Worthing LGE     

01 Jan LEWES LGE     

04 Jan Hornchurch LGE     

11 Jan CORINTHIAN-CASUALS LGE     

18 Jan Merstham LGE     

25 Jan BISHOP'S STORTFORD LGE     

01 Feb Cray Wanderers LGE     

08 Feb HARINGEY BOROUGH LGE     

15 Feb Leatherhead LGE     

18 Feb BOGNOR REGIS TOWN LGE   Kick-off 7.45pm  

22 Feb CHESHUNT LGE     

29 Feb Carshalton Athletic LGE     

07 Mar POTTERS BAR TOWN LGE     

14 Mar Bowers & Pitsea LGE     

21 Mar ENFIELD TOWN LGE     

28 Mar East Thurrock United LGE     

04 Apr BRIGHTLINGSEA REG LGE     

11 Apr Wingate & Finchley LGE     

13 Apr WORTHING LGE     

18 Apr KINGSTONIAN LGE     

25 Apr Margate LGE     

  

  Key: FR – Friendly, LGE – Isthmian Premier Division, FAC – FA Cup 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Save £50 on admission prices with a 2019/20 season ticket!  

Season tickets are currently on sale for the 2019/2020 campaign, saving you a whopping £51 on regular 

matchday admission – that's four league matches for FREE, with a couple of pints thrown in for good 

measure! Not only that but season ticket holders automatically become full members of Horsham Football 

Club and will receive a complimentary card for the new Club Members Scheme, which will enable purchases 

to be made in the clubhouse at discounted prices (full details to be announced shortly). In addition, season 

ticket holders will be eligible to vote at the club's Annual General Meeting.  

Season ticket prices: 

Adults £180 
Senior Citizens over 60*, Under 18s*, students (with valid card) £100 
Under 16s* £30 
* on 10th August 2019 

 

Please ask a club official or visit the office for a form today, alternatively download a copy via our website at 

https://www.horshamfc.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Season-Tickets-2019_20.pdf  

2018/19 admission prices: 

Adults £11 
Senior Citizens over 60, Under 18s, students (with valid card) £60 
Under 16s £2 
Under 5s FREE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Club shop 

 

** New away shirt on sale ** 
 
Supporters at Tuesday's match with Haywards Heath 
will have seen the first team sporting the brand new 
Nike away strip of green with amber trim, and we are 
delighted that the club shop is now taking orders for 
replicas of both this and the home shirt. Adult shirts will 
cost £38, or £34 if ordered (and paid for) by the end of 
July, with child prices £27 (£30 thereafter). 
 
In addition, the club shop stocks an array of items such 
as mugs, bags, travel mugs, scarves, books and *new* 
fold up umbrellas. We also have a commemorative 
homecoming badge, priced at £4, so why not pay Fiona 
a visit today? The shop is located inside the clubhouse. 
 



 

 

  

 
Our brand-new state-of-the-art stadium enables us to offer a range of exciting opportunities to local and 
national businesses. We’ve already seen a huge level of interest in taking these up, and the following 
partnerships are already in place: 

• Our new stadium is sponsored by Camping World 

• The stand at the far end of the ground (opposite the clubhouse) is sponsored by Octotech Ltd. and 

known as the “Octotech Stand” 

• Opposite the main stand, the seated stand is to be known as the “Lines & James Family Stand” 

and the standing stand the “Durrant Removals Stand” 

• Over 80 companies have already signed up for perimeter advertising boards around the main pitch 

• Our relaunched website is sponsored by Digital Resolutions Ltd. 

• Our matchday programme is sponsored by Reside Construction 

This still leaves a wide range of opportunities to be taken up ahead of the new season, and here are some 
details of what’s on offer: 

Perimeter advertising boards: To preserve the overall look of the main pitch, all our perimeter boards 
will be a uniform 8’ by 3’ and produced to a high quality-standard by our print partner BEL Signs. These 
can be taken for one year at a time, or for three years with payment in advance attracting a 10% discount. 
An early decision ensures the best choice of board placement. 

If your business would like to partner with the Hornets as we enter this exciting new phase in our history, 
please email our Commercial Director, Paul Osborn, at commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk. 

Supporters certainly haven’t been forgotten and, in due course, we’ll be publishing details of our popular 
player sponsorship initiative. With the announcement of the 2019/20 first team fixtures, we are delighted 
to offer our highly affordable match sponsorship scheme which includes: 

• Two tickets for the match, including free programmes, reserved seating and hospitality 

• Prominent logo display and advertising in the matchday programme 

• Pre-match publicity and PA announcement mentions 

• Nomination and presentation of the Man of the Match award 

• Cost: £90 

Matchball sponsorship is also available for just £30, for which you will receive programme and PA 
acknowledgement.  

Horsham Independent Supporters' Club (HISC) will continue to run our highly popular 50:50 draw on 
matchdays, and 200 Club with monthly cash prizes of up to £300. 

Horsham Football Club would like to thank all of its sponsors and advertisers throughout the 

2019/2020 season and would encourage all our supporters to support them wherever possible. 

 

For all enquiries, email commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 

Commercial news 

http://www.horsham-fc.co.uk/200-club/


 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 

  Diminutive in stature, by goalkeeping standards at least, Ian Chatfield stood some way short of his 

predecessor Lee Preston when he arrived at Queen Street during an injury crisis in February 2000. 

Previously capped by the county, Chatfield was hastily drafted in from Sussex County League side Redhill 

by boss John Maggs when Preston declared himself unavailable just hours before the Hornets’ Ryman 

League Division Two relegation six-pointer away to Leighton Town. Hardly ideal preparation for either 

player or club so, under the circumstances, Horsham’s crucial 2-1 victory was all the more remarkable with 

Chatfield playing a significant role in the success that ultimately helped the club escape the dreaded drop 

by a margin of just seven points. 

Although his services weren’t called upon again that season, the departure of Preston to Chichester the 

following summer prompted Maggs to return to Kiln Brow to take Chatfield back to Horsham on a more 

permanent basis, immediately installing him as the Hornets’ first choice ‘keeper. Remarkably, ‘Chats’ 

missed only one match during the next two and a half years and just six in total up to October 2003 – an 

amazing run of 197 matches – endearing himself to the fans not only through some solid performances, 

built on sound positional awareness and bravery, but his affable personality, earning him the ultimate 

accolade – a terrace song in his honour!  

It was always going to take something serious to keep ‘Mr Dependable’ out of the side for any great length, 

indeed those six missed fixtures were due to suspension (for a sending-off at Wembley) and injury (fifteen 

stitches in a leg wound received away to Tooting & Mitcham), and so it proved when kidney problems 

sidelined him for 17 weeks during the 2003/2004 season. Yet, in typical style, Chats marked his return to 

action against Whyteleafe by keeping a clean sheet – one of 65 occasions on which he maintained a shut-

out during his time at the club. Yet despite keeping goal during the pre-season campaign of 2004/2005, 

Chatfield found himself displaced at the start of the season by Luke Burton, who had been brought in during 

his period of illness the season before, and his Horsham career was over.  

In total, Ian Chatfield made 204 appearances for the Hornets but it was arguably one special night at 

Lancing for which he will forever go down in club folklore, and it wasn’t for his goalkeeping prowess! The 

occasion was the final of the Sussex Floodlight Cup and the opponents – Crawley Town. The match took 

place on Monday 29th April, 2002, two days after the conclusion of the regular league season. The timing 

of the final was an unfortunate one for the Reds, for whom the contracts of many of their star men had 

reportedly concluded the previous Saturday so it was a below-strength side that walked out at Sussex 

headquarters. Former Hornet Luke Anderson was among those absent from the side that finished fourth in 

the Southern League Premier Division, as was future Queen Street favourite Nigel Brake, but the Reds 

were still able to field a strong side that included 21 year old Ben Abbey, who had previously commanded 

a £16,000 fee when sold by Crawley to Oxford United three years earlier. 

More than 80 places separated the two sides - Horsham having finished second in the second division of 

the Isthmian League behind champions Lewes - but any neutral would have been forgiven for thinking that 

Horsham were the senior side as the underdogs dominated a goalless ninety minutes in which Chatfield 

was seldom seriously troubled.  

When Abbey broke the deadlock eight minutes into extra-time, it appeared that the Hornets’ gallant efforts 

had been in vain, until a penalty awarded for a push by Lee Doherty on Eddie French gave Stuart Hardy 

the opportunity to level things up from the spot with twelve minutes remaining. The usually deadly full-back 

saw his kick pushed out by Reds ‘keeper Andy Little only for Steve Payne to drill home the rebound for a 

deserved leveller. With both side unable to find the winning goal, the match went to a penalty shoot-out 

that began with Steve Sargent, then wearing the Crawley red rather than Horsham amber, shooting wide. 

The nerveless Hardy then atoned for his earlier miss by putting Horsham ahead but Ian Payne restored 

parity and Lee Carney, Stewart Holmes, Luke Gedling, Matt Ottley, Dave Flemming and Abbey all netted 

successfully to leave Horsham needing to convert their next spot-kick to lift the cup. To the surprise of 

everyone, it was Chatfield who stepped forward to adeptly beat Little and the Hornets finally had their hands 

on some long overdue silverware. Never mind numbers one or two, with that unnerving finish, Chats 

wouldn’t have looked out of place as number nine! 

 
 

♫♫ Number 1 is Ian Chats, number 2 is Ian Chats! ♫♫ 



 

  

 

 

Ian Chatfield converts the winning penalty in the 2002 

Floodlight Cup Final to the delight (below) of former 

Crawley boss John Maggs and assistant Ali Rennie 



 

 

  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 



 
 
  

Down with the kids – a round up from Horsham Youth 
 
It's great to be in our new ground and enjoying all it has to offer and we must say it's already feeling like 
home. After years of playing at various venues we now have our own pitches to use. The Jack Scrase 
community pitch is looking great, with a number of benches outside to make the spectators comfortable, 
thanks to the very kind generosity of Tescos' Broadbridge Heath, Crawley and Three Bridges stores, 
Covers Timber & Bulders Merchants and committee member Joe Clarke. Our very grateful thanks goes to 
them all.  
 
The squads have already been training and getting used to the facilities. The Under 11s, 12s, and 13s will 
play on the smaller pitch, with the U14s, U15s and U16s on the main pitch. All will continue to play their 
matches on Sundays. Thursday Nights is Club Night and the ground is busy with all the squads training 
and catching up and sharing ideas, providing a great atmosphere with everyone together.  
 
Introducing the seven youth teams that will represent Horsham FC in season 2019/20: 
 
Under 11s  
Welcome to Barry Ashton, Jason Grubb, Graham Duvergier and all the players. After a series of trials, the 
management team have put together a strong squad. We are sure they will enjoy the season ahead and 
we look forward to reports throughout. In their first season they will be competing in the Arun and 
Chichester League. 
 
Under 12s 
Sam Jones and Matt Robinson enter their second term with the club and, after trials, they welcome some 
new faces to the squad while saying goodbye to some from last season. They will be looking to build on 
last year's great first year and will stay in the Arun and Chichester League. 
 
Under 13s 
Ben Pugh and Matt Ayling move into eleven-a-side football this year and, after a strong 2018/19 season, 
will be looking to continue the development of the lads. This will be the team's third season in the Arun 
and Chichester League. 
 
Under 14s 
After their double-winning season, Paul Brown steps down and Alex Bethell takes the reigns as manager 
and will be assisted by Lee Maguire and Ross Butterfill as the team look to continue their success. This 
season they will be competing in a different league, the Mid-Sussex Youth League. 
 
Under 15s Green 
Ian Scott and Rob Carter are joined by new coach John Symonds and have had a lot of interest from 
players, with several new faces attending their trials and they are looking forward to the new campaign 
ahead in the Arun and Chichester League. 
 
Under 15s Amber 
Tony Massimo has also been busy recruiting over the summer, after narrowly missing out on the double 
last season. Steve Bridle continues to assist and, after many seasons in the Arun & Chichester League, 
they face new challenges in the Mid-Sussex Youth League. 
 
Under 16s  
This is a new group for this season with manager, and former Horsham first-teamer, Dixie Laker assisted 
by Danny Fuller, Christian Williams and Paul Brown. Almost 50 players attended the trials and they feel 
they have put together an extremely strong squad to compete in the Mid-Sussex Youth League. 
 
Horsham Youth section wish Dom, Adam and Jimmy all the best for the new season, along with Mark 
Hawthorne and Sam Jones with the Under 23s as well as the vets and all our youth teams for 2019/20. 
Let's all hope for a great season for everyone in our fantastic new home. 
 
Don't forget to follow our progress throughout the season on Twitter @HorshamFCYouth or visit the club's 
official website www.horshamfc.co.uk 

 



 

  

 

https://www.covers.biz/our-depots/horsham/


 
     
  It was during the club’s financial difficulties of the mid-1970s that the idea of putting our old Queen Street 

ground up for sale was first given serious consideration. With the team struggling on the pitch and 
attendances on the wane, a hand-to-mouth existence meant the club had to rely on the selfless generosity 
of club officials, supporters and well-wishers to keep the ground patched up and that, along with some vastly 
improved fortunes on the playing side during the 1990s was sufficient to keep things ticking along into the 
new millennium. 
 
Ultimately, though, the fan-friendly town centre location, tightly flanked on either side by private housing and 
at opposing ends by small business enterprises and Horsham YMCA Football Club, proved prohibitive to 
possible redevelopment and the ground was deemed no longer fit for purpose - unsuitable for ‘modern day 
football’ in which income from community activities was vital for the club’s sustainability. With the cost of 
even the most basic repairs running uncomfortably into five figures, the ground was put up for sale to prevent 
the club from facing the very real prospect of entering administration. 
 
Discussions took place with developers, who drew up a blueprint to demolish the ground and build 80 homes, 
with an agreement reached in 2004 that the club would vacate its home of, at that time, exactly 100 years at 
the conclusion of the 2007/08 season, regardless of whether or not a new ground was in place. 
Contingencies were made, including a provisional three year groundshare deal at Molesey and, later, similar 
talks with Crawley Town reached an advanced stage, although hopes were high at avoiding sharing another 
club’s ground.  
 
The board astutely purchased the Holbrook Sports & Leisure Club in the town, securing a regular income 
that was to prove vital until such time as a new stadium was built. However, plans to redevelop the North 
Heath Lane site to accommodate the football club prompted damaging protests from local residents, leading 
Horsham District Council to turn down the application. A season's groundshare was subsequently agreed 
some twenty miles down the road at Worthing before returning to the town in 2009 to embark on a long-term 
arrangement with old neighbours YMCA. All the while, the board continued to explore suitable alternative 
sites within Horsham in which to build a home of its own, each time receiving various knockbacks from the 
council. When, in 2014, an area was pinpointed at Horsham Golf & Fitness in the north of the town, rival 
petitions were set up both in support and opposition of the club's plans to relocate there, with 
#Home4Horsham trending on social media during the months that followed. And it was the naysayers who 
were left celebrating when, in January 2015, Horsham Football Club presented their application for planning 
permission to members of HDC only for it to be rejected unanimously, despite the plans having been 
recommended for approval.  
 
Undeterred, the club's board listened to the council's comments and went back to the literal drawing board 
to develop more acceptable plans and, 18 months later, the modified blueprint - that included, among others, 
reducing the ground capacity and clubhouse footprint - was ready for submission. "This really is the last 
chance saloon for Horsham Town FC (sic)" said Katie Lamb, Assistant Director of Planning at law firm DMH 
Stallard. "Along with our partners we have reviewed every conceivable ground option for the club in Horsham 
and have no doubt that our revised plan for Hop Oast is the only viable new home out there. It’s unthinkable 
what could happen to this community club if the application isn’t ultimately supported.” 
 
The club had already taken the tough decision to drop their U18s side, citing lack of suitable facilities in the 
area, and had even dropped out of the Isthmian League completely following two relegations in three 
seasons - a result of a reduced playing budget in the face of high outgoings brought about by a decade of 
playing without their own home. It was, then, a night of high tension when both parties packed out HDC's 
conference room on the night of Monday 20th March 2017. The submission was two-fold. First, to build a 
community facility with two football pitches, a single-storey clubhouse and floodlights and the other, to 
finance the project, to sell part of the Holbrook Club land to Reside Developments with the aim of providing 
a mix of affordable and open market homes. With strong arguments put forward by both sides, including an 
impassioned speech in favour of the development by local councillor Billy Greening, supporters were made 
to endure an agonising break in proceedings before the verdict delivered a resounding 19 votes to 1 in favour 
of the club, to huge cheers from the overwhelming majority of those present.  
 

 

Home is where the heart is 



 
 
  

With the groundshare arrangement at YMCA coming to an end in 2017, the club was grateful to the Sussex 
FA for their offer of a temporary stay at their Lancing headquarters. It meant, of course, that the long-
suffering supporters faced more time away from the town yet, this time, with the very genuine carrot that 
the light was at last burning stronger at the end of the long tunnel.  
 
Various complications had to be overcome along the way, and many lengthy consultations with the golf club 
itself, meaning hopes of moving into the new stadium in 2018 had to be delayed by 12 months until, on 
Friday 21st June 2019, the club took possession of the keys and the dream had become a reality. 
 
Construction timeline (summary): 
 

• January 12th 2018 - HFC takes ownership of 12 acre site off Worthing Road 

• January 23rd 2018 - First shovel of earth dug 

• February 9th 2018 - Ball-stop netting erected 

• February 22nd 2018 - Completion of pond re-alignment 

• March 26th 2018 - Works begins on construction of car park 

• May 20th 2018 - Contract signed with artificial sports pitch specialists Velocity 

• May  21st 2018 - Work begins at Holbrook site 

• May 30th 2018 - Pitch construction begins 

• June 11th 2018 - Main pitch laying gets underway 

• August 3rd 2018 - Signage partnership agreed with Bel Signs 

• August 14th 2018 - The 3G 'carpet' laid on training pitch 

• September 18th 2018 - Reside Construction sign contract to build the clubhouse 

• October 8th 2018 - Stands framework and clubhouse foundations put in 

• October 17th 2018 - Main stand seating in place 

• December 24th 2018 - Drone footage gives fans first taster of the ongoing stadium development 

• January 5th 2019 - Stop Kitchens Ltd appointed to supply commercial kitchen in clubhouse 

• January 29th 2019 - Octotech confirmed as sponsor of one of three smaller stands, along with Lines              
& James and Durrants Removals 

• June 21st 2019 - Construction complete - we have the keys to the stadium! 

• July 6th 2019 - Camping World confirmed as stadium sponsors on initial three year deal 

• July 13th 2019 - First senior match at the ground, versus Hartley Wintney 

• July 13th 2019 (3.27pm) - Dylan Merchant scores the first goal at the new ground 
 

 
Reside's Steve Twine and Stuart Burne, Horsham FC CEO John Lines, and Project Manager Steve 

Reeves celebrate the handing over of the keys to the new ground – June 21st 2019. 



 
                

 

 

 

http://www.dominos.co.uk


 
 

 

  

 

 

 

SUPPORTERS COULD BE 
READING ABOUT YOUR 
COMPANY OR SERVICES 

RIGHT HERE 
Interested? 

Email commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk 

for details 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORSHAM  CRAWLEY TOWN 

Amber & Lincoln Green 

 

   Red & White  

Josh James                   22 1  Glenn Morris 

Harry Mills  2  Lewis Young 

Harvey Sparks  3  Josh Doherty 

Steve Metcalf  4  Josh Payne 

Joe Shelley  5  Joe McNerney 

Dylan Merchant  6  Tom Dallison 

Will Miles   7  Reece Grego-Cox 

Dean Lovegrove  8  Jimmy Smith 

George Hayward  9  Ollie Palmer 

Jack Brivio  10  Ashley Nadesan 

Scott Kirkwood  11  Dominic Poleon 

Alex Kelly  12 Nathan Ferguson 

Lea Dawson  13  Ricardo German 

Charlie Harris   14  George Francomb 

Lee Harding  15  Ashley Nathaniel-George 

Rob O'Toole  16  Mason Bloomfield 

Chris Smith   17  Tarryn Allarakhia 

Kieran Lavery   18  David Sesay 

Malachi Hudson  19  Jordan Tunnicliffe 

Zack Newton  21  Dannie Bulman 

Jared Rance  22  Filipe Morais 

  26  Brian Galach 

  28  Panutche Camara 

  29  Ibrahim Meite 

  30  Bez Lubala 

  34  Jack Powell 

  35  Michael Luyambula 

    Referee: Tim Robinson 

Assistant referees: Andy Bennett & Alistair Higgs 
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