
rane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and ensuring 
there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid season. I 
can't wait !! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

Major honours 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 

(Jt), 1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 
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The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism 

and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any forms of discriminatory 

abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be reported to the 

Football Association for action by that association. 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

MAJOR HONOURS 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 (Jt), 

1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

 

Life President: Frank King 

Directors: 
Kevin Borrett (Chairman), John Lines (CEO), Mark Butler (Finance) 

David Hillier, Paul Osborn (Commercial), Jeff Barrett 
James Clewlow (Legal Advisor and Company Secretary) 

 
Club Committee: 
The above plus: 

Sean Bravery (chairman), Annie Raby, Mark Wells, Sam Borrett, Jeanie Charman, Roger 
Charman, Joe Clarke, Ray Farrell, Howard Frogley, Nigel Smithers, Matt Dale, Mark Barrett, 

Jack Everley 
Club Secretary 

Jeff Barrett 07712 888980 Email: jeff.barrett@btinternet.com 

Youth Secretary & Child Welfare Officer:  
Annie Raby 07800 922442 Email: ivan.raby@btinternet.com 

Health & Safety Officer: Roger Charman  
Programme: Mark Wells 

Website: Mark Wells & Matt Dale 
Commercial:  

Matchday advertising: Paul Osborn 07748802424 Email: Osborn@btinternet.com  
 

Vice Presidents: 
S.Bravery, Mrs J Brittain, G Brittain, J.Dale, T.Dickinson, D.Duffield  

Mrs J.Mallard, W.Michel, D.Rick, J.Smyth, E.Stephens,  
Howie the Hornet 

 
Life Members: 

Jeff Barrett, Roger Charman, Clive Edwards, Howard Frogley, Adam Hammond, Frank King, 
Maureen Smith, Nigel Smithers, Ted Streeter, Eric Wright, Miss Joan Young, Annie Raby, Ivan 

Raby, Mark Wells, John Lines 
Trustees: A.Baker, D.Burstow, C.Edwards, F.King 

 
FOOTBALL 

1st team manager: Dominic Di Paola 
1st team assistant manager: Adam Westwood 

1st team coach: Jimmy Punter 
Goalkeeping coach: Andy McCarthy 

Physio: Stephanie Apps 
Kit man: Darren Etheridge 

U14 Amber manager: Tony Massimo Coach: Steve Bridle 
U14 Green manager: Ian Scott Coach: Andy Stowell, Rob Carter 

U13 manager: Paul Brown Coach: Alex Bethell, Ross Butterfill 
U12 manager: Ben Pugh 

U11 manager: Sam Jones Coach Matt Robinson 
 

website: www.horsham-fc.co.uk  

 



  

       Final table P W D L F A Pts 

1 Cray Wanderers © 36 25 7 4 79 35 82 

2 Horsham 36 23 5 8 73 38 74 

3 Hastings United 36 21 7 8 78 45 70 

4 Ashford United 36 21 5 10 74 36 68 

5 Haywards Heath Town 36 18 9 9 65 52 63 

6 VCD Athletic 36 20 2 14 74 66 62 

7 Hythe Town 36 14 10 12 66 59 52 

8 Whyteleafe 36 14 7 15 59 51 49 

9 Phoenix Sports 36 13 10 13 65 65 49 

10 Sevenoaks Town 36 13 8 15 49 54 47 

11 Ramsgate 36 11 12 13 54 53 45 

12 Whitstable Town 36 11 10 15 36 55 43 

13 East Grinstead Town 36 11 8 17 65 72 41 

14 Three Bridges 36 12 5 19 51 69 41 

15 Herne Bay 36 11 5 20 65 85 38 

16 Sittingbourne 36 11 4 21 49 72 37 

17 Faversham Town 36 10 7 19 55 85 37 

18 Guernsey 36 7 9 20 50 77 30 

19 Greenwich Borough ® -3 36 8 6 22 40 78 27 

Thamesmead Town withdrawn due to liquidation. Record expunged 

Greenwich Borough deducted 3pts for fielding ineligible player 

 
 

RESULTS 
Bostik South East Division 

Friday 19 April 
Ashford United 3 VCD Athletic 1 

 
Saturday 20 April 

East Grinstead Town 4 Whitstable Town 0 
Greenwich Borough 0 Whyteleafe 0 

Horsham 4 Faversham Town 0 
Phoenix Sports 3 Guernsey 2 

Ramsgate 0 Haywards Heath Town 0 
Sevenoaks Town 2 Herne Bay 1 

Sittingbourne 0 Hastings United 3 
Three Bridges 0 Cray Wanderers 2 

 
Monday 22 April 

Cray Wanderers 3 Sevenoaks Town 4 
Faversham Town 1 Ramsgate 3 

Guernsey 1 Horsham 2 
Hastings United 2 Ashford United 2 
Haywards Heath 3 East Grinstead 1 

Herne Bay 1 Sittingbourne 1 
VCD Athletic 2 Phoenix Sports 0 
Whitstable Town 0 Hythe Town 0 

Whyteleafe 0 Three Bridges 2 
 

Saturday 27 April 
Ashford United 5 Haywards Heath Town 0 
East Grinstead Town 1 Faversham Town 2 

Greenwich Borough 1 Hastings United 3 
Hythe Town 1 Cray Wanderers 3 

Phoenix Sports 5 Herne Bay 2 
Ramsgate 2 Whyteleafe 1 

Sevenoaks Town 1 VCD Athletic 3 
Sittingbourne 2 Guernsey 2 

Three Bridges 2 Whitstable Town 1 
 

Monday 29 April 
Play-off semi-final 

Hastings United 2 Ashford United 3 
Horsham 3 Haywards Heath Town 0 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CULVER ROAD GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the ground: musical 
instruments, drums, klaxons, air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke bombs, 
flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any object that may be deemed 
to be dangerous. Spectators may not bring alcohol or food and drink into 
the ground. Spectators must, if required, submit themselves to be  
searched in order that the club can prevent any prohibited items from being 
brought into the ground. The club reserves the right to eject from the ground 
and prosecute any person who has: 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by a County FA or club official, 

steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or used obscene, racist or 

insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism against Horsham Football 

Club or Sussex County Football Association property 
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the clubhouse building 
 
The following are not allowed in the ground under any circumstances: 

• Dogs (except assistance dogs)  

• Ball games, scooters, skateboards etc. 

 

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators must 
remain behind the pitch barrier at all times. All 
vehicles are parked in the car park at the 
owner’s risk and the Horsham Football Club 
accepts no liability for any losses or damage to 
vehicles of any kind. Parking is not allowed on 
Culver Road. 

 

Bostik League South East Division  



  
Greetings 

Today's match is sponsored by Camping World, with Paul William Arnold providing the matchball. 
We thank them for their very generous support. 
 
Well here we are. Eight months of slog and toil has come down to this; ninety minutes, possibly two hours 
and maybe even penalties, to decide the fate of tonight's opposing sides. Whatever the result, both clubs 
can look back on a fantastic campaign in the Bostik South East Division and we congratulate our good friend 
Tommy Warrilow in turning Ashford United's fortunes around. Our victory at Homelands back in November 
left the Nuts & Bolts languishing in thirteenth place but Tommy's arrival, shortly after, saw them beaten just 
five times in twenty-three matches, fifteen of which were won, to claim their place in the play-offs. On Monday 
night they produced a thrilling victory at Hastings, courtesy of a Sam Corne penalty in the final minute of 
extra-time, to set up this evening's mouthwatering clash with the prize a place in the Premier Division of the 
Bostik League. Should our visitors prosper tonight (and at the time of writing), their promotion is reliant upon 
favourable results in the other play-off ties, given that their points per game tally is one of the lower of the 
remaining sides, while a win for the Hornets would guarantee us a return to the Isthmian top flight after a gap 
of seven years.  
 
This is the second meeting between the two sides in little over a month, following the goalless draw here in 
mid-March, and whomever is successful it would represent a magnificent achievement given their respective 
recent records. Ashford were one of last season's whipping boys, with only relegated Shoreham suffering 
more league defeats and a 'goals against' column that read one hundred and eleven, while we were, of 
course, playing County League football just three years ago. From our perspective, full credit must go to Dom 
and Adam, not to mention Jimmy, Steph, and Darren, in putting the club back on an upwardly mobile course 
and in such timely fashion given our imminent return to the town. To be playing Premier Division football at 
our new ground would be the icing on the cake but in whichever division we will be playing our football next 
season, we saw on Monday night that there remains a huge amount of interest and affection for the club in 
spite of our nomadic existence. It was wonderful to see so many 'old' and familiar faces around the ground, 
both former players and supporters, and we sincerely hope that they remain regular visitors when we begin 
the next chapter of our long history this summer.  
 
Reflecting on Monday night's performance, it was yet another confident, positive performance by our players 
for what was a potential banana skin of a fixture. Haywards Heath's success against us this season has been 
well-documented and, free from the pressures of having to win as their points per game average ruled them 
ineligible for promotion, they might well have taken on the role of party-poopers. But Josh was rarely troubled 
in goal, behind our typically resolute defence, while in attack we could quite conceivably have doubled our 
score. However, it's not being disrespectful to Haywards Heath to say that tonight's contest should be a far 
tougher prospect and we ask for one final push from our players for them to receive the rewards they so 
richly deserve after a truly memorable campaign. 
 
Promotion would also provide a perfect finale to our stay here at Culver Road, and we would like to thank 
the Sussex FA for making us so welcome during our two year tenure. Although playing so far from our home 
town has been far from ideal, they have done everything they can to make the groundshare arrangement as 
trouble-free as possible. Thank you, too, to all our loyal fans who have made the trek from Horsham in support 
of the team over the last two seasons. We sincerely appreciate the dedication you show towards the club 
every week. 
 
A presentation of medals will be made by League representatives to the winning team at the conclusion of 
tonight's game, and we respectfully request that spectators do not enter the field of play. Stewards are on 
hand to provide any assistance you may require, as well as members of St John’s Ambulance Service, whom 
we thank for their attendance. Should you have any other issues, please do not hesitate to speak to a club 
official.  
 
Enjoy the game and please respect our neighbours when leaving the ground at the end of the match. 
 

Mark 
 

Cover image: Celebratory scenes following Monday's 3-0 victory over Haywards Heath (photo: John Lines) 
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We find ourselves in a cup final situation tonight against a very talented Ashford side who will prove a far 
more difficult prospect than the one we faced on Monday night. They are a club in an upward trajectory and 
in my opinion, in Sam Corne, have the best midfielder in the league as well as the firepower of Danny Parish. 
Tommy Warrilow has done a fantastic job since taking over there and has turned them into one of the form 
teams in the division. They had a terrific result at Hastings on Monday and will come here in confident mood 
so we will have to be every bit as good, perhaps even more so, as we were against Haywards Heath. To be 
fair to them, I thought they were a very game side, considering they knew they couldn't get promoted, and 
if we gave them a sniff then they could have hurt us as they kept going and going. But the two results we 
had against them earlier in the season bothered the boys so they wanted to put that right and I thought we 
were brilliant. We let our standards slip a little after going one up but kept our intensity going and were very 
deserving winners.  
 
But that was Monday. Now we have to do that all again for one more game before we can put our feet up 
for a well-deserved rest. This is a massive game for us because we would love to get the club back into the 
Premier Division but win, lose, or draw, the boys have given us everything this season and, as I said in 
Monday's programme, to finish second is an outstanding performance.  
 
Being honest, when I found out in September that we wouldn't be moving into our new ground until next 
season, I felt really down. I'd sold the boys the club on the fact that we would be in after Christmas and 
considering we weren't really putting any results together back then, to have produced the sort of 
performances they have done since has been tremendous. 
 
Our support on Monday was brilliant and just goes to show that it is possible to create an atmosphere at 
Lancing. I just wish it was always like that because that sort of backing is tremendous and really drives the 
players on and really is like having an extra man when everyone is behind us. It was probably the best we've 
had since the County League season and is something that I'd love us to be able to reproduce at our new 
home next season. To see so many fans behind the goal, all singing, was fantastic and I'm sure any 
youngsters in the crowd would have loved it. Unfortunately the club has lost a generation of supporters since 
leaving Queen Street eleven years ago so it will take quite a rebuilding job to bring the fans back but if we 
can get the kids interested then we will be halfway there. We have a bit of a battle convincing a lot of them 
that there is more to football than the Premier League but when I looked through some of the videos from 
Monday night, it just reinforced my view that you can have a lot of fun watching non-league football. The 
other thing it does is make players realise that you can't hide. No-one wants to look an idiot in front of a big 
crowd so you really have to be on your game. The atmosphere was one of the highlights of many great 
memories I'll take from this season but I'm hoping that tonight will just add that cherry on the top. 
 
Tonight its all about the best team on the night. We can prepare as much, and as normal, as possible but 
when you play a match with so much at stake it is often about who holds their nerve the best. Which side 
has the strongest character, maybe even which team has the greater share of luck. You can walk out on to 
that pitch and if the nerves kick in, you feel as weak as a kitten, or you can go out there feeling ten feet tall. 
With you behind us, we can be giants! 
 
Enjoy the game, and thanks for all your support this season 
 

Dom 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

From the boss 
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Horsham 3 Haywards Heath Town 0 
Bostik South East Division play-off semi-final 
Monday 29th April 2019 
Att 547 
 
With three changes from the side that concluded its league programme at Guernsey seven days earlier, the 
Hornets hosted a Haywards Heath side who knew they would not be promoted even if they were to win the 
play-offs, due to their inferior points per game ratio. They did, at least, field their strongest side for this semi-
final albeit without striker and former Hornet Trevor McCreadie, who picked up an injury whilst playing in 
goal during their 5-0 defeat at Ashford the previous Saturday. Anthony Ender was back between the sticks 
for the visitors and his goal was threatened soon after the start when Harvey Sparks fizzed an effort just 
past the post. Rob O'Toole twice went close to getting the game's opening goal, against one of his former 
sides, the first effort too high and the second deflecting wide. But the Heath goal was finally breached on 
twenty-three minutes when O'Toole challenged Ender for a Tyrell Richardson-Brown cross and the ball 
dropped for Lee Harding who clinically fired it into the net. Slack defending almost produced a second for 
Horsham, two minutes later, but Chris Smith could only shoot straight at Ender. The same player later 
lashed a first time volley over the bar from a Sparks cross and was then denied a goal by the outstretched 
fingertips of the 'keeper after expertly bringing the ball down on his chest before executing a cute lob. 
 
The second half followed a similar pattern to that of the first, with the home side continuing to enjoy the 
better of the play yet failing to add that crucial second, potentially match-winning, goal. O'Toole put one 
wide, Richardson-Brown's cross-come-shot fizzed across the face of goal only narrowly ahead of the 
stretching Smith, and Ender was fortunate to escape when he spilled a low Harding drive into the path of 
Smith, only for a defender to hastily avert the danger. Although looking comfortable throughout, there was 
no little relief around the ground when O'Toole doubled Horsham's lead on sixty-four minutes. Sparks got 
away down the left and crossed into the box where Richardson-Brown's touch took the ball away from a 
defender and the big striker gleefully rammed home his nineteenth goal of a profitable campaign. Unlike 
their August Bank Holiday visit, there was no threat of a Heath comeback this time and Harding went 
agonisingly close to adding a third when his shot whistled beyond the far upright. Ender produced another 
fine stop, this time to prevent substitute Kieran Lavery from squeezing a shot inside the post, and then 
performed more heroics to keep out a powerful header from Jack Brivio with Harding sending the follow-up 
into the side-netting. But there was little the ex-Horsham stopper could do to prevent Richardson-Brown 
from putting the icing on the cake in stoppage time when he arrived at the far post to ram home an 
unstoppable shot from Lavery's pinpoint cross.  
 
Horsham: Josh Pelling, Steve Metcalf, Harvey Sparks, Jack Brivio, Joe Shelley, Will Miles (Lewis Hyde,90), 
Tyrell Richardson-Brown, George Hayward, Rob O'Toole (Dean Lovegrove,90), Chris Smith (Kieran 
Lavery,74), Lee Harding 
 
Haywards Heath: Anthony Ender, Sean Roddy, Kieran Rowe (Vincent Follea,28,George Landais,56), Byron 
Napper, Nathan Cooper, Tom Graves, Callum Saunders, Jamie Weston (Omar Folkes,79), Kenny Pogue, 
Karl Akehurst, Alex Laing 
 

 
 

MATCH REPORT 
 



  

 

 

 



 
  

One of the founder members of the Kent Premier League, Ashford United 
can trace their history back to 1891 although the original club folded by 
1907. Shortly afterwards a new club, Ashford Railway Works, was formed 
and went on to enjoy considerable success in the Eastern Division of the 
Kent League. The club became more commonly known as Ashford after 
the end of WWI but, in 1928, Ashford Railways Works also folded to leave 
the town without a senior club. The decision to form Ashford Town came 
in 1930 and although they enjoyed some league success, winning the 
Kent League for the first and only time in 1949, it was in the cup 
competitions that they made their name. Town reached the first round of 
the FA Cup in 1958, losing 1-0 to Crystal Palace in front of a ground 
record crowd of 6,525. In the 1960s they reached the first round on four 
further occasions as well as twice winning the Kent Senior Cup and, in 
1972/73, they made it through to the semi-finals of the FA Trophy. 
 
The club earned promotion to the Premier Division of the Southern 
League in 1986/87 but suffered relegation in 1989 when groundsharing 
at Folkestone while their Homelands ground was being built. During the 
1990s, manager Neil Cugley produced an entertaining and successful 
side that gained promotion back to the Premier Division in 1996 and took 
Fulham to a replay in the FA Cup. The following year, Ashford drew 
Watford away in the second round of the same competition, losing 5-0, 
but only the resignation of Sudbury from the league saved the club from 
relegation. Following a major fall out at boardroom level, the club’s future 
was in the balance in 2009/10, resulting in several players departing and 
the club narrowly missed being relegated. When the boardroom conflict 
reached the courts, Ashford were subsequently wound up. The club 
assets were bought from the administrator and, under the new name of 
Ashford United, the club were placed into the newly formed Kent Invicta 
League in 2011/12. 
 
Although only the teams finishing in the top two positions were eligible for 
automatic promotion to the Kent League (subsequently renamed the 
Southern Counties East Football League) Ashford United, finishing third, 
were awarded promotion instead of second-placed Hollands & Blair, as 
they had the facilities and ground grading in place in order to take the 
promotion. The club finished as League runners-up in the ensuing couple 
of seasons and enjoyed success in both the national and more localised 
cup competitions, helped in 2014/15 by the goals of Stuart Zanone who 
scored a club record forty-seven goals in thirty-five appearances 
including all the goals in a 7-0 win against Lingfield. At the end of that 
season it was announced that a synthetic 3G playing surface was to be 
installed at Homelands but the pitch installation was delayed and, as a 
result, several early 2015/16 season home fixtures were postponed. This, 
though, was only the start of events sparked by the pitch installation: in 
November 2015 the company (VBar Limited) who had financed the 
installation claimed not all financial matters had been disclosed at the 
time of the investment and demanded repayment of the loan. 

 

Year formed: 1891 

Current ground:  

The Homelands, Kingsnorth 

Manager: Tommy Warrilow 

Previous leagues:  

Kent Premier League, Kent 

League, Southern League 

Kent Invicta League 

Kent League champions:  

Five times 

Southern Counties East 

League winners: 2016/17 

Kent Senior Cup winners: 

Five times 

Best FA Cup run:  

Second round: 1960/1, 1966/7, 

1996/7 

Best FA Trophy run: 

Semi-final 1972/3 

Best FA Vase run: 

Quarter-final 2015/16 

Last season: 

21st Bostik League South 

Last match: 

29.04.19 v Hastings United (a) 

Won 3-2 

 
November 2015 the company (VBar Limited) who had financed the installation claimed not all financial 
matters had been disclosed at the time of the investment and demanded repayment of the loan. This was 
disputed by the club’s owners but they couldn’t prevent the ownership of the Homelands ground being 
transferred to VBar. Then, in February, news broke of a disputed winding-up petition being filed against the 
football club company, which was overturned by the court. Owing to the financial situation, the League levied 
a ten point deduction. These on-going disputes detracted from an otherwise more than satisfactory 2015/16 
on the pitch, albeit it was without silverware; the club reaching the last eight of the FA Vase and losing the 
Kent Senior Trophy final on penalties to Sheppey United. 
 
The club began the 2016/17 season with the legal dispute from the previous campaign unresolved but, helped 
 

Today's opponents 

ASHFORD UNITED 

 

 

 
 



  
by supporter contributions, they were able to put together a strong squad that sat at the top of the table at 
the end of the year. But news that the club had not registered with the FA for acceptance for promotion 
was disputed by Ashford officials, something that was eventually accepted by the FA. However, it was 
announced that the teams’ league organisation had deemed the 3G pitch at the Homelands as unsuitable 
for matches unless £220,000 of remedial work were undertaken. They managed to gain a temporary 
dispensation from the FA against the league decision which allowed matches to continue to be played on 
the pitch and, in mid-March, an announcement was made that the legal dispute between the club and 
ground owners had been settled and ownership of the Homelands had been transferred back to the football 
club. Subsequently, the pitch and facilities passed ground grading requirements. On the pitch the team 
challenged all season at the top of the SCEFL Premier Division and clinched the title and promotion to 
Division One South of the Isthmian League. It was a season of records: most league wins, most league 
points, highest Homelands league attendance, and a best-ever tally of goals. There was also success in 
the Kent Senior Trophy where, after twice in previous years being runners-up, United lifted the trophy with 
a 2-1 win over Cray Valley PM. There was, too, a personal record for Shaun Welford who notched forty-
eight goals in all matches to overhaul Zanone’s previous record.  
 
Returning to the Isthmian League last season, the early departure of manager Danny Lye and a significant 
number of experienced players meant Ashford had to rebuild their squad which led to a run of poor results. 
During January the club appointed experienced Gary Alexander, former manager of Greenwich Borough, 
as assistant to Whitmore with a plan for the former to take over as manager the following season. There 
was a significant turnover of players with seventy-eight donning the club’s jersey over the season and 
while the previous campaign had been one of positive records, this one featured negatives. It was the first 
time that in excess of one hundred goals had been conceded by either Town or United; the goal difference 
of minus fifty-one was similarly an unwanted record; the twenty-eight league losses was the worst since 
1997/98; and the Nuts and Bolts’ 9-1 defeat at Cray Wanderers was the record league-wide 
scoring/winning margin match of the season. The team finished 21st from 24 clubs in the league and thus 
maintained their league status. Ready for the 2018/19 season, Alexander brought in his own backroom 
staff but was dismissed in November with the club in ninth place, having won six of his eighteen games in 
charge, and was replaced by former Thamesmead Town boss Tommy Warrilow. The ex-Hornet has since 
masterminded Ashford’s rise into the play-offs with fifteen wins and three draws from twenty-three games. 
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Ashford United Football Club fixtures 2018/19 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

11 Aug HYTHE TOWN LGE 3-1 429 Azeez, Gnahore, Corne 2 

14 Aug THAMESMEAD TOWN KSC 3-3 207 Corne, Wisson, Blackwood (lost on pens)  

18 Aug Guernsey LGE 3-0 595 Ottaway, Dawson, Gnahore 2 

25 Aug HORSHAM YMCA FAC 0-2 266  
27 Aug FAVERSHAM TOWN LGE 2-0 344 Carlse, Cox 1 

01 Sep Whitstable Town LGE 0-1 273  4 

15 Sep CRAY WANDERERS LGE 1-3 266 Cox 5 

18 Sep FOLKESTONE INV. VT 0-4 187   

22 Sep Haywards Heath LGE 1-1 146 Johnson 4 

25 Sep SITTINGBOURNE LGE 1-1 246 Gnahore 7 

29 Sep HAYWARDS HEATH FAT 4-4 175 Wisson, Rowe, Corne 2  

02 Oct Haywards Heath FAT 0-3 78   

06 Oct THREE BRIDGES LGE 2-4 190 Corne 2 10 

20 Oct Sevenoaks Town LGE 0-1 145  12 

03 Nov HORSHAM LGE 2-3 296 Parish, Corne 13 

10 Nov East Grinstead LGE 2-1 144 Parish 2 11 

13 Nov Greenwich Borough LGE 3-0 128 Ottaway 2, Corne 9 

24 Nov HERNE BAY LGE 4-1 274 Corne 2, Ottaway, Parish 7 

01 Dec Phoenix Sports LGE 2-1 168 Corne, Parish 7 

08 Dec WHYTELEAFE LGE 0-0 218  7 

15 Dec Ramsgate LGE 3-1 225 Corne, Parish 2 6 

26 Dec Faversham Town LGE 4-0 421 Adeniji 3, Parish 6 

01 Jan HASTINGS UNITED LGE 0-2 531  6 

05 Jan VCD Athletic LGE 4-0 109 Fairweather-Johnson, Parish 3 5 

12 Jan WHITSTABLE TOWN LGE 2-0 333 Williams, Parish 4 

19 Jan GREENWICH BORO' LGE 7-0 259 Parish, Carlse, Kamara, Anidugbe, Wisson    

     Corne, Adeniji 3 

26 Jan Three Bridges LGE 1-0 128 Corne 3 

02 Feb SEVENOAKS TOWN LGE 2-1 391 Corne, Williams 2 

05 Feb Sittingbourne LGE 2-0 174 Parish, Corne 2 

09 Feb Welling Town FR 1-1  Carlse  

12 Feb FOLKESTONE INV. FR 2-1  Parish, Fairweather-Johnson  

16 Feb Herne Bay LGE 1-2 338 May 3 

23 Feb PHOENIX SPORTS LGE 0-2 341  5 

02 Mar Whyteleafe LGE 3-1 182 Hasler, May, Corne 4 

09 Mar RAMSGATE LGE 3-0 333 Parish 2, Ajala 3 

16 Mar EAST GRINSTEAD LGE 1-0 306 Parish 3 

23 Mar Horsham LGE 0-0 231  4 

30 Mar GUERNSEY LGE 3-0 331 May, McIntyre, Parish 4 

06 Apr Hythe Town LGE 1-3 462 Ajala 4 

13 Apr Cray Wanderers LGE 1-3 268 Parish 4 

19 Apr VCD ATHLETIC LGE 3-1 338 Prescott, May, Parish 3 

22 Apr Hastings United LGE 2-2 910 Aboagye, Parish 4 

27 Apr HAYWARDS HEATH LGE 5-0 283 Wisson, Parish 3, Corne 4 

29 Apr  Hastings United POsf 3-2 1123 May, Corne 2  

 

Ashford United stat attack 

Leading scorer: Danny Parish (24) 

Biggest victory: 7-0 v Greenwich Borough 19.1.19 

Heaviest defeat: 0-4 v Folkestone Invicta (Velocity Trophy) 18.9.18 

Highest attendance: 531 v Hastings United 1.1.19 

Average league attendance: 317 

 



 

  Horsham have yet to lose to either Ashford United or their forerunners Ashford Town, winning seven of the 
ten meetings to date. Tonight we look back on that very first meeting, almost seventeen years ago, and the 
Nuts & Bolts’ visit to Queen Street in 2005 when they shocked the high-flying Hornets with a spirited 
fightback. 

 

We’ve met before 
 

Horsham 2 Ashford Town 0 

Saturday 2nd November 2002 

FA Trophy 1st Round 

 

Hornets’ manager John Maggs labelled this 

success over Dr Martens Eastern Division Ashford 

as one of his team’s best performances of the 

season as goals from David Flemming and Lee 

Butcher secured their passage to the second round 

of the FA Trophy.  

In the pouring rain, Horsham almost took a comical 

lead when a long Ian Chatfield goal-kick hit a rare 

spot of firm ground and almost surprised his 

opposite number, who managed to fingertip it away 

to safety. Chatfield then had to come to his side’s 

rescue with a sliding tackle after the visitors hit their 

hosts with a two-on-one attack before a spell of 

pressure at the other end produced the game’s 

opening goal. Flemming and Gary Charman both 

saw efforts blocked before, from the resulting 

corner, Eddie French knocked the ball down for 

Flemming to tuck it away. It might even have been 

2-0 by the break when Butcher and James Grant 

went close. 

Grant hit a post after the interval, as did Flemming 

later in the half, and then a great move initiated by 

Charman and helped on to Flemming and then Lee 

Carney produced a corner from which the Hornets 

wrapped up the tie. As the cross came in, Butcher 

headed into the net for a simple goal. 

Horsham: Ian Chatfield, Andy Salako, James Bird, 

Eddie French, John Kirby, Lee Carney, Lee 

Butcher, James Grant, Gavin Geddes, David 

Flemming, Gary Charman 

Used sub: Rob Collins 

 

Horsham’s FA Trophy run was ended in the next 

round when they were beaten 2-1 at home by 

Ryman Division One North side Thame United. 

 

Horsham 3 Ashford Town 3 

Tuesday 27th September 2005 

Ryman League Division One 

 

Horsham’s brief stay at the top of the table was 
ended after they relinquished a 3-1 lead against 
spirited visitors Ashford Town, who had lost each of 
their first five matches. A half-fit Rob Frankland 
donned the goalkeeping gloves following the 
departure of Eric Pudaloff and he was beaten after 
just thirteen minutes when Gary Croxton’s cross 
was cleared only as far as Richard Boorman whose 
speculative shot found the 
back of the net. Mark 
Hawthorne put one wide, 
Eddie French headed 
straight at the ‘keeper and 
Tom Graves’ header went 
over the bar before Jamie 
Taylor equalised three  
minutes before half-time. 
 
 
Lee Carney put the 
hosts ahead from the 
penalty spot, early in 
the second half, and then French 
headed Carney’s corner into the net to give  
Horsham a two goal cushion. Ashford had a goal 
disallowed for a foul on Frankland as the visitors 
countered but they managed to reduce the deficit 
from the penalty spot, Boorman converting his kick 
after Ian Payne was adjudged to have handled. It 
was a terrific response by the Kent side and they got 
their rewards, six minutes from time, when a free-
kick caused a scramble in the Horsham box from 
which Lynvall Duncan scrambled the ball home to 
the delight of the small band of travelling supporters. 
 

Horsham: Rob Frankland, Andy Walker, Ian 
Payne, Tom Graves, Eddie French, Mark 

Hawthorne, Lee Carney, John Westcott, Jamie 
Taylor, Dominic Hudak, Nigel Brake 

Used sub: Florian Mateos 
 

Ashford Town: Sean Glover, Tom Adlington, Gary 
Croxton, Marc Cumberbatch, Lynvall Duncan, 

Terry McCann, Richard Boorman, Denver 
Birmingham, Joby Thorogood, Shaun Bradshaw, 

Solomon Henry 
Used subs: Gary Clarke, Steve Humphrey 

 

 



 

  

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2018/19 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

11 Aug SITTINGBOURNE LGE 1-2 195 Smith 14 

18 Aug Sevenoaks Town LGE 2-1 166 Shelley, Harding 9 

21 Aug Haywards Heath VT 5-2 112 O'Toole, Richardson-Brown, Landais, Smith 2   - 

- 
25 Aug Carshalton Athletic FAC 1-0 274 Harris - 

27 Aug HAYWARDS HEATH LGE 4-5 240 O'Toole, Boswell, Richardson-Brown, Smith 13 

01 Sep Whyteleafe LGE 1-3 196 Hyde 13 

04 Sep Bracknell Town VT 1-3 175 O'Toole - 

08 Sep Corinthian FAC 1-1 118 OG - 

12 Sep CORINTHIAN FAC 5-0 124 Harding, Shelley, O'Toole, Smith, Brivio - 

15 Sep HERNE BAY LGE 1-0 148 Smith 12 

22 Sep HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS FAC 4-3 162 Metcalf, Shelley, O'Toole, Smith - 

25 Sep Hastings United LGE 0-2 479  14 

29 Sep Bury Town FAT 2-1 270 O'Toole, Richardson-Brown - 

02 Oct PHOENIX SPORTS LGE 3-2 122 Hayward, Hoare, Brivio 14 

06 Oct POOLE TOWN FAC 1-1 355 Shelley - 

09 Oct Poole Town FAC 1-2 381 Sparks - 

13 Oct WARE FAT 3-1 103 Hoare, Harris 2 - 

20 Oct EAST GRINSTEAD LGE 3-1 146 Taylor, Hoare, Smith 11 

27 Oct CORINTHIAN-CASUALS FAT 3-0 137 Shelley, O'Toole, Brivio - 

30 Oct Ramsgate  LGE 0-0 132  11 

03 Nov Ashford United LGE 3-2 296 Smith, Richardson-Brown 2 7 

06 Nov Storrington  SSC 2-0 204 Smith, Brivio - 

10 Nov POTTERS BAR 

TOWN 

FAT 1-0 147 Smith - 

17 Nov VCD ATHLETIC LGE 4-0 152 Smith, O'Toole 2, Hoare 7 

25 Nov BATH CITY FAT 1-2 328 Harris - 

27 Nov GREENWICH BORO' LGE 2-0 100 Harding, Richardson-Brown 6 

01 Dec WHITSTABLE TOWN LGE 4-0 162 OG, Harris, Harding, Sparks 5 

04 Dec EASTBOURNE BORO' SSC 0-1 124  - 

08 Dec Hythe Town LGE 4-2 241 Brivio, Richardson-Brown, OG, Harris 3 

11 Dec Three Bridges LGE 1-2 147 Smith 3 

15 Dec CRAY WANDERERS LGE 4-2 150 O'Toole 3, Harris 3 

22 Dec Haywards Heath LGE 0-2 223  4 

01 Jan GUERNSEY LGE 1-1 267 O'Toole 4 

05 Jan Faversham Town LGE 2-0 184 O'Toole, Brivio 4 

12 Jan WHYTELEAFE LGE 1-0 211 Richardson-Brown 3 

19 Jan Phoenix Sports LGE 0-1   91  4 

26 Jan RAMSGATE LGE 1-0 185 O'Toole 4 

05 Feb HASTINGS UNITED LGE 1-1 157 Metcalf 4 

09 Feb VCD Athletic LGE 3-1 82 Lavery, Smith, O'Toole 4 

16 Feb THREE BRIDGES LGE 2-0 182 Lavery, Brivio 4 

23 Feb Whitstable Town LGE 3-0 200 Smith 2, Harding 2 

26 Feb East Grinstead Town LGE 0-0 151  2 

02 Mar HYTHE TOWN LGE 2-1 192 Harding, Hayward 2 

09 Mar Cray Wanderers LGE 0-2 209  2 

16 Mar Greenwich Borough LGE 2-0   94 Shelley, Smith 2 

23 Mar ASHFORD UNITED LGE 0-0 231  3 

30 Mar SEVENOAKS TOWN LGE 3-1 184 O’Toole 2, Smith 3 

06 Apr Sittingbourne LGE 6-1 182 Smith 3, Brivio 2, OG 2 

13 Apr Herne Bay LGE 3-2 309 Smith, Harding, Lavery 2 

20 Apr FAVERSHAM TOWN LGE 4-0 210 OG, Hayward, Harding 2 2 

22 Apr Guernsey LGE 2-1 1002 Smith, Harding 2 

29 Apr HAYWARDS HEATH 

TOWN 

POsf 3-0 547 Harding, O'Toole, Richardson-Brown  

03 May ASHFORD UNITED POf     



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First team stats 
 2018/19 Career totals 

2018/19 Sponsor Apps Subs Goals Apps Goals 

Jack Brivio Howard Frogley 37 6 9 43 9 

Lee Harding Neil Clarke 31 7 11 38 11 

Charlie Harris Mark & Angela Butler 32 2 7 38 8 

George Hayward Mark & Angela Butler 36 8 3 44 3 

Dan Hogan  0 4 0 4 0 

Lewis Hyde  #TB3 & Horsham U13s 18 7 1 97 9 

Scott Kirkwood   0 6 0 91 9 

Kieran Lavery  Mark Wells 13 9 3 22 3 

Dean Lovegrove Harrison Jones 18 17 0 39 0 

Joe Mant   3 0 0 3 0 

Dylan Merchant Pete Little 31 1 0 32 0 

Steve Metcalf Jim Bravery 43 3 2 122 9 

Will Miles   7 0 0 7 0 

Rob O'Toole Cathy Snow 47 1 19 60 25 

Dan Pearse  Tim Harrison 2 1 0 3 0 

Josh Pelling Steve Snow 48 0 0 133 0 

Tyrell Richardson-Brown Paul Osborn 28 21 10 49 10 

Joe Shelley Sean Bravery 41 1 5 134 30 

Chris Smith Dave Duggan 32 10 23 42 23 

Harvey Sparks  Oakland Insurance 34 5 2 39 2 

Joey Taylor Mark Wells 12 12 1 24 1 

 Horsham FC – on this day, 1962: Anyone who stayed away from Horsham’s last Corinthian League game 
of the season with champions Maidenhead, thinking it would be a typical end-of-season affair, missed a 
great match. Both sides produced some really first-class football and devastating finishing. The visitors 
opened the scoring through Worth, on five minutes, but Don Cocozza quickly levelled after great work by 
Geoff Crowther. The fast early pace continued with Jeff Cox and Maidenhead's Moore exchanging goals 
inside a minute of each other and then the champions went back in front when an error by Roy Mobsby 
was punished by Worth. The match finally settled down, albeit for less than quarter of an hour when Denis 
Stillwell headed in a Jimmy Carter cross. But still the first half scoring wasn't complete as, two minutes 
before the turnaround, Cocozza was on the mark once again. The second half had only just begun when 
Mick Browning took a perfectly-measured pass from Mobsby and hit a searing drive past the helpless 
'keeper to open up a two goal lead. Home 'keeper David Stripp threw himself sideways to save magnificently 
from Wisden but the inside-left was not to be denied and he put Maidenhead back in a challenging position 
following a rare mistake by John Browning. But they couldn't score again and it was Horsham who came 
out thrilling winners. F/T Horsham 5 Maidenhead United 4 



 

  

Your club needs YOU! 
 As we prepare to move into our fantastic new ground, we need more help to make Horsham FC into one of 
the best-run non-league clubs in the country. We have drawn up the following list of tasks for which we are 
seeking volunteers and would like as many of you as possible to have a chat with us to find out what is 
involved and to look at where you might fit in with our enthusiastic and friendly behind-the-scenes team. 
With our new #One Club ethos, we’d like to think that we’d be getting people stepping forward from all areas 
of Horsham Football Club, whether you are first-team regular, a friend or relative of a youth player or one of 
the new veterans section. 
 
Travel & Security Co-ordinator: To co-ordinate all aspects of matchday and event travel, including 
implementation of the travel plan, travel arrangements including buses and car parks, briefing and 
management of stewards. As part of the role to formally chair the Travel Plan Forum 

Assistant Secretary: To provide administrative services and matchday support for the Under 23s, reporting 
to the Under 23s manager. To provide cover for the Club Secretary with a view to assuming his 
responsibilities in the long term 

Matchday video: To film every match for analysis by the manager, use in disciplinary cases and publishing 
on the league website with access by the League’s web supplier 

Stewards: To cover - 

• Crowd control in the ground (4-6 depending on crowd size) 

• Players and Officials access and security (1) 

• Club Car Park management and disabled access (1*) 

• P&R and where appropriate RSPCA parking management (2-3*) 

• Access road management (2*) 

• P&R road crossing (2 CSAS qualified – initially contract staff) 
(* Certain stewards can be redeployed in the ground or watch the match once their duties are completed, 
provided they return to their posts at the end of the game.) 
 
We will also need to plan how to ensure that nobody parks in adjacent roads 
 
50-50 Draw: Sale of 50-50 tickets (through HISC) 

Welcome: Welcome spectators as they arrive 

Kitchen: To support the cooks with sales 

Snack bar: To serve hot and cold drinks and packaged snacks on matchdays 

Bar volunteers: To serve in the bar under the auspices of the Stadium Manager at busy times on matchdays 
and other occasions 

Bar casual staff: To support the Stadium Manager in delivering the bar service 

Marketing: To provide the development committee with support on the marketing activities of the club within 
the local community and further. To enhance our physical and digital profiles. To drive interest in the club 
and its facilities 

Commercial: To support the Commercial Director by maximising the club’s opportunities on all commercial 
activities 

Youth and School Liaison: To be the central point to help build the relationships between the football club 
and local schools and colleges. 

Howie: To be “Howie” at local events and on match days. Minimum height/age 

Social Events Co-Ordinator: To be the central point to help arrange a variety of social events, across the 
calendar, for the club. 

Community Liaison: To work with the local community clubs, businesses and societies on building 
relationships with the club 

Team Physio: A qualified sports physio to support the new Under 23s team. Also to work with the first team 
physio to provide simple treatment and advice to players throughout HFC at club training night 

 
Your support is vital to achieving the full potential of the Hornets. To find out more, speak to a club official 
or contact Sean Bravery at email seanbravery@gmail.com or phone/text 07909 541134. 

 



  



 

  
In Monday's programme we remembered our most recent play-off final against Bromley, back in 2005, in 
which we missed out on a place in the Premier Division of the Ryman League by virtue of a 3-1 defeat. It 
was a disappointing result for us all, yet couldn't diminish the club's fantastic efforts that season in finishing 
third behind promoted AFC Wimbledon and Walton & Hersham. Did you know, though, that tonight is the 
fourth time the club has been involved in a play-off final, and on each of the first two occasions it was under 
entirely different circumstances. 
 
Horsham Football Club, like most of Britain, was in the early stages of recovery following the end of WWI 
and struggling to make an impact in the West Sussex Senior League upon its resumption in 1919. 
Goalkeeper Fred Sparkes and centre-forward 'Joey' Richardson were pretty much the only two regular first-
teamers to return for the club since the pre-war years and, although the club had not exactly been 
challenging for the title before the outbreak of hostilities, it was clear that the 1919/20 squad was woefully 
out of sorts. Just two points were won from their sixteen league fixtures, a pair of 1-1 draws with Shoreham 
and Bognor, to leave Horsham rock bottom of the table and facing demotion back to Junior football. They 
had one final chance to redeem themselves when, with automatic promotion/relegation not yet in place, 
they were made to play a one-off tie with Arundel, unbeaten champions of the West Sussex Junior League, 
for the right to remain in the division. Referred to as a 'test match', the game took place at Littlehampton's 
Sportsfield ground on Saturday 24th April 1920 with Arundel required to win the tie in order to take 
Horsham's place. The Queen Street club needed merely to avoid defeat to retain their senior status. 
 
Arundel's supporters travelled down to Littlehampton in their hundreds and there was a very animated 
scene when the teams came out for the start. It wasn’t long before their side began to display the style of 
football that had been so successful for them in the Junior League, with their forwards looking very 
threatening and Sparkes was called on to make good saves from Strudwick and Tee. But Knight and Hobbs 
were in good form in the Horsham defence, gradually forcing the Arundel attackers back, and the senior 
team then took up the running, although their forwards did not look quite so dangerous in front of goal as 
those of their opponents. Hulls dashed up the other end and fired in a drive from the left that Sparkes tipped 
over the bar before Arundel were forced into a reshuffle when the injured G Burns went to outside-right, 
Twine to centre-half and Tilley to full-back. Horsham took full advantage of the disruption to their opponents’ 
team, five minutes from half-time, when Richardson came through with a splendid run and when his shot 
came back to him off W Burns, he rushed the ball into the net for the opening goal. 
 
The second half was of a very fast nature, and the pace and excitement was kept up to the end. Hulls got 
the ball in the Horsham net but was ruled offside and then a penalty was awarded to the seniors but 
Richardson shot wide. Arundel then made some fine runs but luck was against them, Tee twice denied by 
the frame of the goal in the space of a minute. The pace was now so relentless that both goalkeepers had 
saved twice within three minutes and the crowd thoroughly enjoyed the keenly-fought struggle. Tee 
eventually levelled from a cross by Hulls and, just after, Hulls ended a brilliant run with a shot which Sparkes 
saved just as brilliantly. Horsham again took up the attack and were awarded another penalty for a too 
vigorous challenge by W Burns and, this time, Richardson converted to restore their lead. Arundel were 
not done, however, and Hulls sent in a shot that Sparkes saved but Tee dashed up and got the leather in 
the net amid loud cheering. There was no further scoring before the end of one of the finest matches seen 
on the Sportsfield all season, so it was a relieved Horsham who could look forward to another season of 
senior football. As it turned out, Arundel would not be denied their promotion as their application to join the 
Senior League, that was to be expanded from nine to twelve clubs in 1920/21, was accepted at the 
League's AGM.  
 
Horsham: Sparkes, Knight, Hobbs, Etheridge, Orde, James, Grant, Cook, Richardson, Carter, Lawe 
Arundel: Farnfield, G Burns, W Burns, Carter, Tilley, Gunner, Twine, Tee, Strudwick, Ayling, Hulls 
 
Horsham would never again finish as low as they did that season and six seasons later, having finished 
4th, 2nd, 2nd, 3rd, 1st and 1st, they were admitted into the Sussex County League.  
 
However, far darker days lay ahead when not only their senior status was once again put at risk but the 
very existence of the football club itself…………. 
 
 
 

We’ve been here before! 



  
Financial difficulties blighted the club towards the end of the 1970s and that they were able to field a team 

at all for the 1979/80 season was down to the selfless dedication of chairman Frank King, who saved the 

club from bankruptcy and dissolution. A young, amateur, team inevitably finished the campaign bottom of 

Division One, suffering relegation to the new Division Two. Battling against their off-the-pitch problems, the 

club endured some dark times under numerous managers in the 1980s, finishing second bottom three 

times and propping up the table in 1983/4 and 1989/90. In 1984 the club had been spared relegation to the 

County League by the expansion of the Isthmian League to a new North and South division but in 1990 

they were made to play-off with Letchworth Garden City, who had finished bottom of Division Two North. 

To add to the pressure of the two-legged affair, the ties were played on consecutive nights on 8th and 9th 

May, the first at Letchworth's Baldock Road.  

 

All the drama of the first leg came at the end of each half. With Daren Champion and Tony Ropke tenacious 

in the middle of the park, the Hornets were rarely in too much trouble but were kicking themselves for not 

starting the second period ahead when, after Andy West had chipped in on forty-four minutes, Mick Bennett 

was given time to head down for the unmarked Trevor Manning to volley into the bottom corner. Duncan 

Green saved well with his feet to prevent the hosts from going in front, six minutes after the break, before 

the match slipped into a scrappy stalemate. Then, in the fifth of fourteen minutes added on after 

Letchworth's Mick Clements had fractured a cheekbone in a collision with Champion, Bryan Glover handled 

a cross by Hornets substitute Mark Inker and Mark Chaplin drove the spot-kick straight down the middle of 

the goal to put the visitors back in front. The drama did not end there, though, as Champion and Lee Jacobs 

were sent off following an innocuous looking scuffle. But Horsham held on for a vital away win that their 

poor track record at Queen Street had always demanded. 

 

More than five hundred spectators streamed through the turnstiles for the return leg, twenty-four hours 

later, and they saw Chaplin and fellow defender Mark Stepney in such commanding form that Letchworth 

failed to muster a worthwhile effort on goal all night. It was, though, a tense affair that offered little in the 

way of goalmouth action and the match was poised on a knife-edge going in to the closing minutes with 

the visitors needing to find a goal to send the contest into extra-time. Then, in the eighty-ninth minute, West 

picked up the ball twenty yards out, spotted goalkeeper Brian Sarll just off his line, and curled a shot into 

the top right hand corner for the safety-clinching goal that produced a roar of relief around the ground and 

provided a marvellous way to round off the evening.  

 

While the Hornets went on to make steady progress over the ensuing years, culminating in a first league 

title in twenty-three years in 1996, defeat for Letchworth saw them demoted to the South Midlands League 

where their decline continued. Relegated again in 1995, the club enjoyed a brief revival under the 

management of former Chelsea striker Kerry Dixon only to fold in 2002. There but for the grace of God! 

 

 
 

 

 

Horsham boss Peter Evans with goalscorers Andy West and Mark Chaplin 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match sponsors 2018/19 
Horsham Football Club would like to thank all this season's match & matchball sponsors 

11.08.18 Sittingbourne Kevin Borrett Dennis Strudwick 

27.08.18 Haywards Heath John Lines Howard Frogley 

12.09.18 Corinthian Jeff Barrett Ray & Caroline Farrell 

15.09.18 Herne Bay Mark & Angela Butler Nigel Smithers 

22.09.18 Heybridge Swifts Sean Bravery & Mark Barrett Sam Borrett 

02.10.18 Phoenix Sports Tanbury Garage Blue Stragglers 

06.10.18 Poole Town Martin Frogley & Paul William Arnold Matt Dale 

13.10.18 Ware Kevin Borrett                               Domino's Horsham and #HFCYU13 

20.10.18 East Grinstead Matt & Jack Dale In memory of Roy Wells 

27.10.18 Corinthian-Casuals Horsham FC Stewards Dennis Strudwick 

10.11.18 Potters Bar Town David Hillier Matt Dale 

17.11.18 VCD Athletic Alan Keary Dennis Strudwick 

25.11.18 Bath City Christopher Kirk Brian Charman 

27.11.18 Greenwich Borough Matthew Shelley Paul Osborn 

01.12.18 Whitstable Town HISC HISC 

04.12.18 Eastbourne Borough Time Out Catering Jeff Barrett 

15.12.18 Cray Wanderers Monksgate Business Services Lyla Maj Clarke 

01.01.19 Guernsey Horsham FC Committee  Dennis Strudwick 

12.01.19 Whyteleafe Neil Richmond & Co Sean Bravery 

26.01.19 Ramsgate Holly Osborn Pete Tanner 

05.02.19 Hastings United Peter Tanner Mark Barrett 

16.02.19 Three Bridges Simon Edwards Consultancy Jack Everley 

02.03.19 Hythe Town Alistair Hempstead HISC 

23.03.19 Ashford United 'Patricia' Rae Mark Barrett 

30.03.19 Sevenoaks Town Tanbury Garage Saint Agnes 

20.04.19 Faversham Town Jim Rae Oscar Kent 

29.04.19 Haywards Heath Lello Business Jack Everley 

03.05.19 Ashford United Camping World Paul William Arnold 

 
May 200 Club winners 
Our congratulations go to the following winners of this month’s 200 Club draw.  

1. Cathy Snow No. 199 £100  

2. Ella Ockenden No. 6  £40  

3. Peter Tanner No. 184 £20  

If you would like to take part in our popular monthly draw, or would like to take additional numbers, please 
speak to a club official or email horshamfc@yahoo.co.uk. Numbers cost just £2.50 per month, with a cash 
prize of up to £300. 

Further details also available at www.horsham-fc.co.uk/200-club/ 

 



 
 

  



 
  

Well its all done and dusted for season 2018/19 for Horsham Youth but it was not the ending we all hoped 
for last Sunday with U14 Amber going down 4-1 at home to Chichester City, who captured the Arun & 
Chichester League title by a point from Tony Massimo’s side. With two key players unavailable, and injuries 
to others, it was going to be a tough match for the Hornets but knowing they merely had to avoid defeat, 
they were hopeful of picking up their second trophy of the campaign. But the gods weren’t shining on the 
side as, within minutes of the start, Ben Embling had to come off with a groin strain so the management 
had to shuffle things around. With their ever-present goalkeeper away, Joe Simpkin took over the gloves 
but the Hornets didn’t have their normal aura of determination about them and trailed 2-1 at the break with 
Sammy Henderson’s goal sandwiched between two from Chichester. 

After a half-time regroup and patching up of the walking wounded, the Ambers battled well and had 
chances but failed use the wide pitch at Goring’s Mead to their advantage. Chichester scored again and 
Horsham’s cause was damaged further with a nasty ankle injury to Henderson who had to go off for 
treatment, prompting another reshuffle. The Hornets kept probing but the Chichester goalkeeper pulled off 
some great saves and even though the captain came back on to the pitch it was clear he couldn’t carry on 
and the Hornets’ chance of landing the title were finally extinguished when Chichester scored again to win 
4-1. 

The boys and management were naturally disappointed but they gave 100% and can take consolation 
from having had another great season including winning the League Cup. Unlucky Lads. Now the focus 
will be on the new season and exciting times ahead. We wish Sammy a speedy recovery. 

It has been an outstanding season Horsham Youth, with two league titles and three League Cups won but 
2018/19 has not just been about winning trophies. All our age groups are developing their squads and 
becoming tight-knit units and, for that, we thank all the managers and coaches who have worked tirelessly 
over the course of the season to make so many dreams come true. We thank Sam and Matt for their work 
with the U11s, Ben and Matt (U12), Paul, Alex, Ross (U13) and Ian, Rob, Tony and Steve with the two 
U14 squads.  

Horsham Youth would also like to thank all its volunteers, supporters, parents and everyone who has 
helped us achieve so much success this season. You've all been amazing! Huge thanks to the Horsham 
FC Board and Committee for their hard work and support and for all their fantastic efforts in delivering us 
a fantastic stadium that we can all be proud of.  

We would also like to say HUGE THANKYOU to ALL our sponsors this season, whose generosity has 
been unbelievable and very gratefully received: 

Horsham Golf & Fitness - Hague Dental Supplies - Horsham Mortgage Centre - Domino Pizza 
Sussex Tree Specialists - Covers Timber & Builders’ Merchants - SGS Surfacing - Coole Bevis 

Spice Nights - Cartwood Buildings – Plan It - CMW Suzuki 
 

Finally, good luck to Dom, Adam and all the first team squad for tonight's match. Whatever the outcome, 
we are very proud of you all! 

#oneclub 

** Please remember to follow our Twitter feed @HorshamYouthFC for details of summer trials ** 

Down with the kids – a round up from Horsham Youth 
 

Please come and join us at 
Horsham Youth FC's Evening of Celebration 

Saturday 25th May 
The Clubhouse, Horsham YMCA, Goring's Mead 

7.30pm start (doors open at 7pm) - £1 entry 

Sponsored by Barry, Angela and James 

 



 
  

 

 

 

http://www.dominos.co.uk
http://www.haguedental.com/


  

 

https://www.covers.biz/our-depots/horsham/


 
 



  

Our brand-new state-of-the-art stadium at Hop Oast enables us to offer a range of exciting opportunities 
to local and national businesses. We’re already seeing a huge level of interest in taking these up, and 
the following partnerships are already in place: 

• Our soon-to-be-relaunched website will be sponsored by Digital Resolutions Ltd. 

• The stand at the far end of the ground (opposite the clubhouse) will be sponsored by Octotech 

Ltd. and known as the “Octotech Stand” 

• Opposite the main stand, the seated stand will be the “Lines & James Family Stand” and the 

standing stand the “Durrant Removals Stand” 

• 30 companies have already signed up for perimeter advertising boards around the main pitch 

This still leaves a wide range of opportunities to be taken up by the time the stadium opens, and here 
are some details of what’s on offer: 

Stadium Naming Rights: Our prestige package for any company that wants to promote a high profile 
throughout the town and district as the company’s name will be included in all mentions of the stadium 
by the Club as well as on signage at the entrance to the ground. Full details of this comprehensive 
package are available on request. 

Main stand naming rights: As one of our major sponsors, the company will have their nameboard in a 
prominent position on the main stand. 

Perimeter advertising boards: To preserve the overall look of the main pitch, all our perimeter boards 
will be a uniform 8’ by 3’ and produced to a high quality-standard by our print partner BEL Signs. These 
can be taken for one year at a time, or for three years with payment in advance attracting a 10% discount. 
An early decision ensures the best choice of board placement. 

As well as the above packages, there are a variety of other commercial packages on offer, such as kit 
sponsor, programme sponsor and programme advertising – something to suit every budget. 

If your business would like to partner with the Hornets as we enter this exciting new phase in our history, 
please email our Commercial Director, Paul Osborn, at commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk. 

Supporters certainly won’t be forgotten, and in due course we’ll be publishing details of our highly 
affordable match sponsorship scheme which includes: 

• Two tickets for the match you sponsor with free programmes, reserved seating and hospitality 

• Prominent logo display and advertising in the matchday programme 

• Pre-match publicity and PA announcement mentions 

Matchball sponsorships and player sponsorships are also aimed at our supporters, with 
acknowledgement of the support given to the Club included in the matchday programme. Once we begin 
our new life at our new stadium, HISC will continue to run our highly popular 50:50 draw on matchdays, 
and 200 Club with monthly cash prizes of up to £300. 

IF YOU RUN A LOCAL COMPANY, OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES, WHY NOT EMAIL US AT 
COMMERCIAL@HORSHAM-FC.CO.UK TO DISCUSS WHICH OF OUR PACKAGES WOULD 
ENABLE YOU TO PARTNER WITH HORSHAM FC AS WE ENTER THIS EXCITING NEW ERA. 

 

Commercial News 
 

Commercial News 

http://www.horsham-fc.co.uk/200-club/
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http://www.akashrestaurant.co.uk
http://www.thebeeressentials.co.uk
http://newstreetbutchers.co.uk/
http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/
http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/
http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HORSHAM  ASHFORD UNITED 

Amber & Lincoln Green 

 

   Green & White  

Josh Pelling                      Sam Mott 

Steve Metcalf    Jerald Aboagye 

Lewis Hyde    Toby Ajala 

Harvey Sparks    Abdul Anidugbe 

Joe Shelley    Afolabi Coker 

Dylan Merchant    Sam Corne 

Joey Taylor    Laurent Mendy 

Dean Lovegrove    Mo Kamara 

George Hayward    Jay May 

Jack Brivio    Danny Parish 

Scott Kirkwood    Trey Williams 

Lee Harding   Lee Prescott 

Rob O'Toole    Clark Woodock 

Chris Smith    Kundai Munyama 

Tyrell Richardson-Brown    Jake McIntyre 

Kieran Lavery    Lee Hook 

Joe Mant    Josh Wisson 

Dan Hogan    Charlie Wealands 

Dan Pearse    Billy Bennett 

    Nathan Paul 

    Stefan Wright 

    Referee:  

  To be advised 

Assistant referees: To be advised 

 

Thank you all for your support this season 

See you at our NEW GROUND in 2019/20 

 

website: www.horsham-fc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook/HorshamFC  

Twitter: @horshamfc  
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